Lesson 5: Confederation and The Founding of Canada  

Intro: the motivations for the confederation and how the country was built will be illustrated. 

1) Motivations for the confederation 
a. A solution to the problems occurring during the 1800s
b. Concerned about the best interests of the colonies as per future prosperity 
i. Need to improve economic relations: relations were mainly with neighboors of the south 
c. Inter-colonial trade between North American colonies became more important when the United states withdrew from a trading treaty with Britain 
i. Such cooperation was supported by England as efficient trading within north American colonies would allow them to be more self-sufficient and provide their own resources in the event of a war (Fear United states invading)
1. That way, they would be less dependent on England 
d. Political problems 
i. Inability to have a clear majority in the province of Canada= problematic for good governing 
ii. The Macdonald’s conservatives and Brown’s liberals tried to unionize with the Martime provinces and tried to introduce the idea of a federal government, which would deal with general matters affecting the entire population and another level (provincial) for province-specific matters 
e. The American civil war
i. Encouraged the Maritimes and provinces of Canada to unite as there was concerns that US would try to annex the northern colonies 
1. Supported by annexation bill (1866)
2) Confederation 
a. Maritimes, Charlottetown, Quebec, London all had conference on the subject (1864, 1866-1867)
b. Charlottetown Conference was organized by the Maritime colonies (PEI, NS, NB) to consider a Martime union 
i. The smaller union was tossed away by the union of all Canadian colonies 
ii. They considered possible financial arrangements and forms of government 
iii. Set the stage for a eventual drafting of the British North America Act 
c. Quebec Conference 
i. Advanced discussion/formal planning 
ii. Set 72 resolutions which were used in the London Conference in 1866 
d. London Confederation 
i. Draft of the proposed bill which would create the Dominion of Canada 
1. Sent to the British House of Lords in February 1867
e. March 1867: British North America Act received Royal assent 
f. The Confederation proposed would maintain ties with Great Britain, give residual jurisdiction to a central authority, and incorporate a bicameral government 
i. Have a lower and upper legislative chambers 
ii. Lower house (Quebec) would be allocated based on population 
iii. Upper house (Ontario) would be represented regionally instead of provincially 
iv. Both levels would operate as responsible government and appoint a representative of the British monarch 
3) The British North America Act – 1867 
a. Resolved many issues that the Fathers of Confederation had debated: Cartier, Macdonald, Brown 
b. It is the final agreement in the establishment of the Dominion of Canada 
c. BNA’s main purpose was to outline the powers of the federal and provincial governments and each level’s role 
i. Having a federation of provinces allowed provinces to retain a degree of self-government 
d. BNA established the new Dominion’s first legal traditions (similar to Britain’s political and constitutional principles)
e. Parliamentary supremacy at its core 
i. The legislative branch made the laws which were subject to the oversight of the Crown 
ii. The judiciary is limited to the legislative branch 
1. Legislative power: passes bills, controls federal budget 
2. Judiciary: courts: follows legislative laws 
iii. Parliament had the full authority to amend or revoke laws 
1. The legislative power = sole guardian of the rights and freedoms of citizens 
f. ** Canadian constitutions based on laws, Britain’s is based on conventions 
g. Mostly focused on the federal authority 
i. Many elements were considered as quasi-federal which lowered power of the provinces 
4) The founding of other Canadian Provinces and Territories 
a. Northwest territories: 1870 
i. Originally populated by aboriginal people, few British/French 
ii. This land was transferred in 1870 from the Hudson bay company
iii. First territory in Canadian confederation 
1. Used to be much larger than today 
iv. The arrival of Europeans marked the beginning of fur trade (dominant economic activity)
v. 1800s/1900s= the beginning of mining 
1. Catholics/Protestants migrated to educate the FN 
b. Manitoba: 1870 
i. Before used to be part of NWT 
ii. Main economy = fur trade 
iii. French, English, aboriginals, and Metis coexisted 
iv. Red River: the settlement of Selkirk (settlers from scottland), was bought by the government of Canada after the Confederation 
1. Why? To prevent the US to expand there 
2. It was purchased from Hudson bay without the consultation of Metis 
a. Louis Riel formed a committee to help to protect the Metis’ rights and stop the annexation 
i. Protect their way of life and institution 
ii. Wanted Manitoba to be a province and not a territory 
iii. Insisted on a Bilingual Crown representative 
iv. Granted in 1870 as they became part of the Confederation 
c. British Columbia: 1871 
i. First Europeans = late 1800s early 1900s, before only FN 
ii. 1849: most worked for Hudson bay 
iii. Mid 1850s = Gold rush (did not last long, 1860 = recession)
iv. Main economic activities: gold/mining, fur trade 
v. Canadian Pacific Railway Company created based on threats of annexation to the US voiced at the House of Commons 
1. Pan-Canadian railway completed 14 years after they joined the confederation 
d. Prince Edward Island 1873
i. Habitants: Irish, Scottish, English, Acadian 
ii. Economic activity: agriculture, lumber, shipbuilding, shipping 
iii. Had strong links with US 
iv. Politics within the colony revolved around the Conservatives (preservation of Status Quo) and the Reformers (sought for change)
v. They were originally reluctant about the confederation (in 1864, when it started) as they feared that it would lead them to lose control over their affairs 
1. They were more interested in Conferederation for potential solution to landlords refusing to sell their lands 
a. The Federal government would purchase large land holdings and sell it 
vi. The deal closed in 1873 as PEI had expensive railway projects and lost major exporting partners and decided to turn to Canadians 
e. Yukon 1898 
i. Exploration began with Europeans looking to exploit fur trade opportunity 
ii. Researchers went to examine the environment, Anglicans and Catholics went to convert FN 
iii. Land was frequented by Russia/US 
1. US purchased Alaska in 1867
iv. The discovery of gold there marked the interest of Canada for the land 
1. The Klondike Gold Rush brought many Americans along with the need for more security (police) to control the land and secure the growing population  
2. Between 1895/1898 a fort was established and the North West Mounted Police was created 
a. During the Gold rush, + soldier from Canadian Army 
b. The NWMP were considered as government officials 
v. Demand for actual governmental representation increased 
1. Yukon Act passed in 1898
2. Governed by territorial commissioner: govern the territory with assistance of a council including appointed government officials 
f. Alberta and Saskatchewan 1905 
i. Population: French, Métis, German, Russian, French, Austro-Hungarian, Scandinavian (protestants ++, and catholics)
ii. 1896: immigration campaign to populate 
1. created a flux of immigrants to the west & need for investment (lacked $$)
iii. Entrance in Confederation occurred under the governance of Wilfrid laurier 
1. Creation of 2 separate provinces
2. Federal would retain the rights to the area’s natural resources 
a. In exchange for additional funding 
g. Newfoundland 1949
i. Initially used as a seasonal fishing base 
ii. 1855: establishment of responsible government
iii. Attended the Quebec conference as observers but prominent anti-confederation sentiment 
iv. 1895: pressure to join confederation due to bank crash/financial difficulties 
1. Negotiations failed 
v. The FWW was very profitable but the massive spending on infrastructure lead to large debt 
1. With 1930 great depression they really needed help and turned to Britain 
2. In 1934, the British parliament established a Commission of Government that would administer the colony until they were in a better position 
vi. The confederation’s discussion came back as the WW2 lead to financial prosperity 
vii. 2 referendum supported the confederation 
h. Nunavut 1999
i. The trading network of the Hudson’s bay company altered the way of life of the Inuit 
1. They became dependent on the fur trading which collapsed in 1930s 
2. During the 1940s/1950s, the government relocated many Inuits into centralized communities hoping for greater prosperity 
3. People also discovered that the land had great natural resources 
a. Those were exploited without consent and consideration of the environmental consequences 
Lesson 6: How the West Evolved 

* focus on the thinking behind the first prime minister’s National Policy. Relevance of the Trans Canada railway for economic development, early immigration policy (meant to populate the west) 

1) Post-Confederation 
a. Before the confederation, primarily aboriginals and fur traders populated the west (land was controlled by the Hudson’s Bay Company) 
b. After the confederation the government considered seriously western expansion 
i. Crucial for growth and prosperity + fear of losing this land to the Americans 
c. To secure the land, the Canadian Government bought Rupert’s Land from the Hudson’s bay in 1870. 
d. 1872: Dominion Lands Act: meant to promote immigration to the west 
i. The government offered land in exchange for the promise to develop it 
2) The National Policy 
a. First Prime Minister of Canada = Sir John A Macdonald 
i. Played major role in confederation and after 
ii. Goal was to create a strong nation spanning from east to west 
iii. Came back in 1878 with the promotion of National policy 
1. Meant to develop a strong country by jump-starting the economy 
2. Develop manufacturing in Quebec and Ontario and streamline trade between the east and the west 
3. Increase settlement in the west 
4. Build a railroad that would link the east and west 
iv. Thought that expanding to the west was crucial and the way to be successful at it was to improve transportation 
v. Wanted the west to be the new market for production 
1. The railway would contribute to the economy as it would be an efficient means to deliver the goods 
3) The Railway System 
a. Facilitator for economic development & western expansion 
b. Earliest railway was built in 1830s in Quebec, followed by the Maritimes in the late 1850s 
i. Lead to efficient transportation 
c. The BNA (1867), specified the need for railway system as a mean to unite the colonies 
i. In 1876 the Intercolonial Railway was finalized 
ii. It became even more important in 1871 once BC joined the confederation 
iii. The project stopped due to the Pacific Scandal of the conservatives: they had secretly give the project in exchange for donations to their party 
d. When Macdonald came back in 1878 
i. The Canadian Pacific Railway was established in 1881 
ii. Believed that railways were the only way to counter the threat of American expansion and to develop the national economy 
iii. Provide benefits for business and boost employment 
1. Maintenance centers and railway shops were needed to service the system: jobs 
2. The system facilitated the development of the agricultural, mining and forestry sectors of the economy and improved the flow of human capital (bring people when needed to work)
e. The railway played an integral role in industrialization as opened up new markets 
i. Stimulated entrepreneurship and the development of engineering skills 
1. Bridges/tunnels had to be built and new technologies were necessary to respond to problems arising 
f. Issues encountered 
i. Land was difficult to clear 
ii. Lack of capable human capital (High demand though)
g. Once it was done, the government and the CPR attempted to promote trade in the Pacific 
i. CPR became a major importer of goods from japan 
ii. CPR carried mail from Britain to the east 
iii. CPR invested in mining and metallurgy in the West 
iv. CPR expended to the tourist industry through establishment of hotels, steamships, and airline 
4) Industrialization 
a. The effect in Europe was a population increase 
i. Lead to reduction of available land for farming (+ people, + infrastructure)
ii. = Creation of new class of landless peasants 
iii. = Masses of immigration in Canada in hope of escaping poverty 
1. Canada became more selective/controlled toward immigration 
a. Wanted to focus on the right immigrants from the United States, Britain, and Western Europe 
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]The others could be accepted, as they could fill jobs that had low salaries or were unattractive to Canadians 
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