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STUDY GUIDE FOR THE MIDTERM MULTIPLE CHOICES EXAM
CLA 2323B- FEBRUARY 24TH 
 

To answer the following questions, see Buxton p.16-20, the posted file on lecture points and your personal notes    

Which are the geophysical characteristics of Greece that have influenced Greek civilization and how? 

Very fragmented land; it has lots and lots of mountains (pockets of flat land with mountains around it) and it is surrounded by the sea (from 3 sides) and these "spots" (islands)... Never became an Empire. 
The Fertile Crescent: Egypt, Iran and Iraq (?) have these vast fertile lands so it was easy to build and empire there but not in Greece bc no huge valleys, just little pockets and not even that fertile; so Greece was never an empire... not until when subjugated to Rome.
When we talk about Greece, we are not only talking about Modern Greek territory but also Turkey, there were many Greek settlements there.
The climate: was good for their civilization; summers were hot and dry (not too hot), in winter it is mild and rainy and it's a factor to explain why Greeks talk so much and maybe why they dev. all those ideas, bc they could be out and talk to each other... if it was too hot or too cold, especially in that era and the circumstances, it would have been difficult to go out and spread ideas and myths and etc.
Bc the land wasn't very fertile so they had to travel to get things like food or metals and this added to their ideas since they would get ideas from the lands they visited and they developed it...
Greece is lucky it has these little islands as it was easier to travel and taking these stops.
Main crops of Greece Olives: Athena, Vine: Dionysus and Cereal: Ceres (olives and vines grew much easier than cereal bc it needed more vast and more fertile land)
Therefore there is an instinct of survival in the culture and you can see that in the myths as well.
Sometimes when the land could not sustain the growing population, there was migration. A lot of Greeks went to populate Mediterranean coasts.

Note the two names: Greeks/Greece and Hellas/Hellenes. Do not confuse Hellenic with Hellenistic

Be familiar with the chronological periods and approximate dates of Greek Civilization	
We will not speak about Stone Age.

BRONZE AGE (3000-1050 BC) (bc people used a lot of bronze in tools and such)
Late Bronze Age is the setting of many heroic myths, we know because of certain time-specific traditions present in the culture and different cities that existed then but not now.

What were the differences between the Minoan and the Mycenaean Civilization?
Mycenaean: 2nd millennium BC civil. Sky-God worshippers; their chief God is Zeus Pater; strong military character (huge walls, hunting, war...); Greek speakers 
Minoan: also 2nd millennium BC civil. Artistic/Love of nature, More literary than war or hunting... more peaceful than Myc.; Religion centered on earth spirits, especially female deities among the pre-Hellenic inhabitants of Greece and the Minoans in Crete (earth = aspect of fertility), NOT Greek speakers.

Why are they called “Minoan” and “Mycenaean”?
Mycenaean: adopted name of one of the civilization's most remarkable sites: Mycenae ((and Tiryns) in Argolid as well as Orchomenos in Boiotia appear in Greek myths which suggests that a formative Mycenaean period influence on the stories)
Minoan: of Crete... it has a basis in mythology: Minos was a mythological King of Crete). Many prominent appearances of this island in many mythological episodes; the Minotaur in the labyrinth, the tale of Daidalos and Ikaros, the almost invulnerable bronze giant Talos and many others.

IRON AGE, referred also as THE DARK AGE (1050-750 BC)

Where did the Greeks establish colonies? (General areas, not specific cities)
Asia Minor (West coast of Turkey), so now there are conflicts w Near East... 
So the 1st migration bc the soil was not fertile enough to sustain the population.

Around 800BC (at the end of the Iron Age or at the beginning of the Archaic), the Greek Alphabet was introduced to Greece. What was its origin? How many letters in the Greek Alphabet?
Taken by the Phoenician alphabet... The Phoenicians were great traders and travelers and they went around w boat and made commerce and they made their own alphabet to make it easier to keep track of transactions; the design of those letters taken by Greeks and adapted it. 24 Letters.

ARCHAIC PERIOD (750-480 BC)
First evidence of epic poetry... at about 750BC called HOMER composed 2 poems: the Iliad (about the Greek struggle to rescue Helen, a Greek queen, from her Trojan captors) and the Odyssey (talks about the fall of the city of Troy as its starting pts and crafts a new epic around the struggle of one of those Greek warriors, the hero Odysseus).
Iliad: an episode from near the end of the Trojan War when Achilles withdraws from battle, furious bc the Greek commander bc he deprived him of his prize, the slave concubine, Briseis. Achilles only returns to the battle when his companion, Patroklos, had been killed. He kills his killer (put his corpse back together and slays him again) and brings his corpse to the inconsolable father.  
It's a story of the precarious balance between pity and rage, and between heroism and all-consuming violence. And this is all played out under the eyes of the gods, although able to feel passionate involvement with the fates of mortals, they are nevertheless ultimately operating on a scale of time and power that is beyond human comprehension. 

700BC: Hesiod's Theogony (first script of the creation of the gods, universe and the people) and Works and Days. 

Greek culture was very performative... they were competitive, common at King's court or rich person's house. Poets had a big mem. capacity. 

During that period and especially around the 6th century, there was a crystallization of the Greek common identity. What were the common bonds that strengthened the Greek identity, especially after the 6th century BC? 
There is more migration and spread of Greeks. There is development of a polis... which means you have a center/city states surrounded by villages (nothing like an empire with a King or a Pharaoh)... just little pockets. Each of these city states have their own myths and if it becomes very spread it's called pan-Greek or Pan-Hellenic... Common Identity of the Greeks: Crystallization of Greek identity (just like how when immigrants come to Canada, they preserve their culture/identity)... Common bonds?
Language: recall; 24 letters adopted from Lebanese alphabet.
Religion: some gods are more important than other in a city compared to others but it's based on the 12 Olympians god/desses (live on Mt. Olympus?)
Festivals: events that organise people, greeks bring them together in one place. Example olympic games at Mt. Olympus (men but not slaves/women could participate)... Festivals are to honour a god; in Olypia it's Zeus; at Delphi it's Apollo, etc...); Besides festicals, but also competitions (athletic) to honour the gods... also choral song competitions (songs to gods)
Oracles: Tradition to go and have the word of the Gods... the city state would have an envoy to go and ask Qs. Very important to get their word.
Name: two names: Greeks and Hellenes, the area: Hella. No real difference between the two names... except they were two tribes... but they are basically the same. 

CLASSICAL PERIOD (480-323 BC)
What are the two decisive historic events during the 5th century BC?
Athens becomes the dominant power of Greece, after the victory against Persians.
The Peloponnesian war (Athens vs Sparta... civil war) 
Literature: DRAMAAAAAA: Tragedies take their inspirations from myths

HELLENISTIC PERIOD (323-30 BC)
How did the conquests of Alexander the Great affect Greek civilization?

ROMAN PERIOD
How did the Romans contribute to the spread of Greek myths?

What is the definition of myth? (p. 18). 
Greek myth: a traditional story about the divine and the heroic, with an importance to the community. 
In Homer, the word mythos refers to "a strong statement."

First myths are from Homer and Hesiod (around the 8/7th cen. BC)

What are the characteristics of myth?
- Traditional (passes from gen -> gen)
- Versions (new circumstances, must adapt... so many versions... myths survive w adaptation)
- Explains origins/values (aetion/aetiology) (sort of like a science)
- Describes, justifies past events and authority (the commun. respects the descendants of divine/heroic 	beings and gives them authority)
- Educates (values/morals) (young men 7-18yrs studied Homer's poems) (Plato questions the 	educational value, says young children should not learn it... however he wrote Atlantis)
-Entertains 
 
What does “etiology” (aetiology) mean? 
Aetion: cause, reason 
An etiological myth is an explanatory myth because  it explains the origins of natural or social phenomena
	
Myths in performance (p.31-38):  

Mythic narratives were orally performed in front of an audience through Epic poetry, Choral Song, or Drama 

a.	Who are the composers of the epic poems Iliad, Odyssey, Theogony, Works and Days?  What is the theme of each of these poems?
750BC Homer: Iliad and Odyssey.
700BC Hesiod: Theogony (a cosmological work describing the origins and genealogy of the 			  gods; theme: violent strife, desire, and the ultimate victory of the Olympic gods 			  under the sovereignty of Zeus) and Works and Days (on the subjects of 			  farming, morality and country life).

b.	The 3 genres of Drama “… shared at one level a common set of conventions”. Which were the 3 genres of drama and what were their common aspects? 
Comedy, Satyr Plays, and Tragic
Know the names of the famous Athenian dramatic poets, (the 3 tragedians: AESCHYLLUS, SOPHOCLES, EURIPEDES, and the one comedian: ARISTOPHANES)

Read also Buxton pages 223-224, part of the chapter “How Rome Re-imagined Greece” for the impact of the Roman poet Ovid on the retelling of Greek Mythology. What is the theme of Ovid’s Metamorphoses?
He integrated Greek myth into Latin culture and Greek myth survived as a classic culture and the Roman Empire adopted the Greek culture in the Latin interpretation. Some gods were given more power/importance in the Roman interpretation than in the Greek.  Some gods' names changed (ex: Hermes = Mercury; Zeus = Jupiter)
Metamorphoses is about transformation. (Written in 1st cen. AD)
Ovid wrote about 200 myths involving the motif of transformation... A source of modern arts and literature. 

ON THE DIVINE AND THE HEROIC

Explain why the divinities are anthropomorphic. What are their physical characteristics, their behaviour, their powers and their limitations?
Anthropo -(human) +  morph- (shape). It refers to the perception of divinities as having human form and qualities
- Born on earth, 
- They form a hierarchical society (Zeus on top), 
- They are physically perfect, 
-  Immortality and eternal youth (Hebe is the goddess of youth, married Hercules),
- They travel great distances in a flash,
- They are not omnipotent and not omniscient, but nonetheless have special powers,
- They have flesh, they can be wounded and feel pain, 
- Their "blood": a liquid transparent substance, the ichor (transparent bc of nutrition)
- They eat/drink "nectar" and "ambrosia"
- They get satisfied wit the smell of burned fat from the sacrifices (smoke is v, v important!!)
How do they interact with humans?
They are motivated by strong passions and they actively participate in human affairs.
Gods that act and influence human affairs; some work hard: example: Helios (sun god); Hephaestus (Smith, close to humans); Athena.

They appear to people:
- RARELY as themselves with all their divine glory, 
- Disguised as humans, 
- Transformed to an animal or any other form, 
- in dreams
Humans cannot afford/not worthy to see divinities; 
“Looking taboo”: The belief that is prohibited for a mortal to look at a deity, a divine object or a divine act. The consequences for breaking the taboo are dire for the mortal  

How did the meaning of hero evolved during the ancient times?
In Homer: A noble or well born male (not a commoner).
Later: Noble figure from the distant past.

Worship of heroes (can be perceived as saints) (temples buit) (protectors of the city).
Heroic stories: connected w important areas of the late BRONZE AGE (1600-1100 BC)

What are the different types of heroes?
Quest heroes (specific goal; for example: kill enemy),
War heroes, 
Culture heroes (they advance civilization),
Survivors
Tricksters

What is the Aristotelian model of the tragic hero? 
- Admirable in status, moral standing; he is better than us.
- Better but not outstanding, 
- Bad fortune as a result of hamartia (missing the mark/ an error/ a misjudgement/ misinterpretation)
- Infliction of harm on philos/philoi (persons dear to one's ♥; relatives or friends)

ON CREATION MYTHS
What was the popular ancient Greek concept about the shape of the world? What is the geocentric concept?
The earth is flat (6th cen. BC);
Geocentric universe: earth is flat; the earth is covered by a dome-like sky.
· Heaven: for deities; humans can't go up there... but you can see it from mount Olympus, 
· Earth: humans and deities
· Underworld has 2 levels: 
	a) Hedes (means invisible): dead mortals and some deities live here
	b) Tartaros (described as a funnel); dark place... for sinners to be tortured for all 		     eternity, and dark forces
· River Okeanos was the body of water surrounding earth.

MYTHS OF ORIGIN:  Buxton p.44-49, 53-59
These myths are mostly found in Hesiod’s Theogony and in Works and Days. Some excerpts from these poems will show on your exam. 

Know about the first elements of the creation: Chaos, Gaia (Earth), Tartaros and Eros: What are they, what is their meaning and function?)
Chaos: a Chasm, a yawning abyss, an opening, ΧΑΟΣ when you pronounce it... it's an opening and after that...... creation
Gaia: Earth, the source of all, source of knowledge of life/death, prophetic powers. Symbols: tree and snake 
Eros: force of creation (sexual love); it's the thing that brings people together...
Tartaros: a dark place, roots of the Earth.

The offspring of Earth without a consort: Ouranos (Sky), Mountains, Pontos (Sea)
Gaia has the power to create life by herself:
Ouranos (sky) ------- Mountains (Ore) -------- Sea (Pontus)

Offspring of Gaia and Ouranos: Cyclopes, Hundred-Handers (Hecantocheires) and Titans. How were they imagined to be? 
Ouranos is Gaia's mate, he covers her... basically perpetual intercourse (he isn't separated from her until Kronos (Titan))
3 Hecatoncheires : 100 hands, 50 heads 
3 Cyclopes: Divine smiths; spherical eye... the Cyclopes in Theogony are not bad Cyclopes like ones in Odyssey | they have names: Thunder, Lightning, Brightness (they construct tools for gods... thunderbolt for Zeus)...
12 Titans: (of which the brave Kronos and Okeanos (the river surrounding earth))

Gods’ birth and succession: Kronos vs. Ouranos (p.46) and Zeus vs. Kronos (p.47-48):  

a.	Know the characters and their motivations, the result of each conflict and compare the two myths. 
	Ouranos + Gaia
	Kronos + Rhea
	Zeus + Metis

	Ouranos keeps children in Gaia's body (afraid he might be overthrown)
	K swallows children & keeps them in his body bc he's afraid of being overthrown (Earth's prophecy)
	Zeus swallows Metis and keeps her in his body (Metis prophecy that he will be overthrown by Athene)

	G devises a crafty plan to trick O... she creates a sickle (weapon) out of adamant... Kronos only one to help
	R asks G for advice, tricks K... goes to give birth to Zeus in Crete; 
	Z is the trickster who gets eternal advice from M (bc he swallowed her, he has her cunningness)

	Kronos castrated father w sickle and threw genitals into the sea
	Gives stone wrapped in baby clothes to K, swallows it
	--- 
(Athena is born out of his head)

	K dethrones O and becomes leader (Ouranos is stuck to the sky (goes up))
	Z gives K a potion, throws up children... Z is leader.
	Z remains the leader.




b.	Know the names of the offspring created as a result of Ouranos’ castration (Furies, Giants, Aphrodite). For the Furies, see also page 87. On the birth of Aphrodite see image on p.46 and read the excerpt from Hesiod’s Theogony. How does Hesiod try to explain the meaning of her name? Note that there is a difference between Hesiod and Homer concerning Aphrodite’s parentage (See p.49)
You cannot take something away from a god in vain so... 
Of his blood: 
Furies (Erineys): ferocious looking women, scary looking, barking like dogs, snakes in their hair and liquid dripping from their eyes, yet they were NOT evil... their purpose: avenge wrong, especially those who shed kindred blood. 
Ex: Aeschylus Eumenides: The Furies torment Orestes, Agamemnon's son who killed his mom, Clytemnestra. 
Giants (means The Sons of Ge/Gaia): they represent earthquakes, volcanoes, Natural forces from the depths of earth, responsible for earthquakes and eruptions.
Melian Nymphs: obscure creatures
Of his genitals:
Aphrodite: Meaning "Arose from the sea foam" (maybe semen); goddess of sexual desire; epitome of beauty was created from a violent act: A central theme in Greek myth is the destructiveness of sexual attraction. Eros = love; Eris = evil (only differ by one letter, so something can be loving, but it can become evil... 
HOMER: Born after Zeus (his daughter and Dione's) (earthly-birth)
HESIOD: Of the genitals of Ouranos (celestial birth)

c.	Know the names of the eldest 6 Olympians that were swallowed and regurgitated by their father. See the image on p.48. and 235 
Original order: Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Hades, Poseidon, Zeus
After regurgitation: (Zeus), Poseidon, Hades, Hera, Demeter, Hestia
 
What is the Succession of power type of myth? What are the common motifs that are shown in both myths of the castration and the swallowing of children? 
Succession of power type myth:
· The fear of losing power by a son (through prophecy)
· Unsuccessful attempts to bypass the prophecy by getting rid of baby almost always fail
· The son (an outcast) will obtain revenge as an adult and establish his power.
	Ouranos + Gaia (castration)
	Kronos + Rhea (child swallowing)

	Ouranos keeps children in Gaia's body (afraid he might be overthrown)
	K swallows children & keeps them in his body bc he's afraid of being overthrown (Earth's prophecy)

	G devises a crafty plan to trick O... she creates a sickle (weapon) out of adamant... Kronos only one to help
	R asks G for advice, tricks K... goes to give birth to Zeus in Crete; 

	Kronos castrated father w sickle and threw genitals into the sea
	Gives stone wrapped in baby clothes to K, swallows it

	K dethrones O and becomes leader (Ouranos is stuck to the sky (goes up))
	Z gives K a potion, throws up children... Z is leader.



Zeus’ birth in Crete (Amaltheia, cornucopia, Capricorn, aegis, Kouretes)
Zeus is born in a cave… on Mt Dicti (according to?????)… or… on Mt Ida (according to????)
But we can all agree that he was born in Crete in a cave.
· Zeus was entrusted to the Nymphs (raised by them)
· Was fed milk by goat Amaltheia and honey by Nymphs
· Cornucopia: the horn of plenty: Zeus was playing w the goat and accidentally broke off the horn, it became magical and became full of fruits and seeds
· Capricorn: when the goat dies, he throws it into the sky to honour it, it become the constellation (or zodiac sign??)
· Aegis: the goat’s skin: become a cape of protection
· Kouretes: young men; demons (does not mean evil; in Greek, demon = smaller gods, not necessarily bad)… protected him; when baby Zeus would cry, they would cover up the sounds by making a ruckus with their swords and shields so that Kronos would not hear him and find him.
· Reflection of an initiation ritual and a cult in Crete: at the age where they were old enough to work, fight, labourer, they would ___________REC___________
· Zeus grows up and dethrones Kronos (father)
· He gives Kronos a potion and he throws up children (in opposite order of birth; rock first, Hestia, last)
 The 3 main gods: Zeus (sky), Poseidon (sea), Hades (Underworld)

Zeus consolidates his powers after:
1.	The struggle vs. the Titans (the contribution of River Styx. How was she honoured?)
2 mountains: Mt Olympus = The Olympians
	          Mt Orthrys = The Titans
Quote from Hesiod’s Theogony: 
“The earth boomed and the wide sky shook and groan… a whirl of missiles flung by the Immortals… deafening clamor reached the starry heavens… Zeus let fly thunderbolts… the life giving earth burned, the Ocean streams seethed… wonderous conflagration spread through Chaos… winds churned quacking land, dust and thunder…” 
“The Titans were vanquished… hurled beneath the earth, deep down into Tartarus. It is fenced with bronze and round drifts night in triple array”
The ones who fought against The Titans: Olympian god/desses, Cyclopes, Hecatoncheires (prvious two, freed by Zeus so they serve him), The Oceanid Styx and her children (fresh water body around earth
The Styx (daughter of Okeanos) = becomes the oath of the gods; this means thar they swear on the river (Styx) (like swearing on the Bible); becomes an unbreakable oath.
        - The power of the water: Example: Thetis dipping Achilles in the water of Styx (his ankle                fsdfsd dipped = weakness) 
Styx’s children: Victory (Nike), Zeal (Zelos), Power (Kratos), and Force (Bia)  

2.	The struggle vs. the Giants (see page 53- a popular theme on art: see image on p.4-5 and 21 from the altar of Zeus in Pergamon, its description on p.20, as well as the image on p.29) 
Earth (Gaia was upset that the Titans lost, so told Giants to revenge
Giants have snake-like bottom-half (they are from the earth, so close to it)
Olympians vs Ginats
- The role of Herakles (mega hero): Prophecy said that they cannot win the battle if a mortal isn’t fighting
- Gigantomachy from the Great Altar of Pergamon:
	- 2nd cen. BC, Pergamon museum in Berlin now
	- the Giants symbolize the enemies; Olympians = good people
	- The people of Pergamon went to battle w the (gods???), this had to do w the French  dfgdhgf  and the Celtic people (?) and they made an Altar to commemorate the battle
	- When you see half a torso, from bottom = Mother Earth
= Giants were defeated, they go under the earth and they can be marked by a volcano… every time a Giant shakes, there is an earthquake/eruption

3.	The struggle vs. Typhoeus
Mother Earth is angry Giants lost, goes to mate w Tartarus (the unthinkable) and gives Typhoeus/Typhoon. 
Hesiod says: 
Typhon: Head(s) brushed the sky, his arms stretch from East to West
Fire flashes from eyes or mouth, 
Several sounds (animal (can be cute or scary), hissing, several languages)
Huge snake coils for legs, wings on shoulders
VERSION #1: Defeated by Zeus’s thunderbolts (Hesiod)
VERSION #2: 
· Initially, was defeated by Typhon.
· Cut Zeus’s tendons, hid him in a cave, like a puppet.
· Saved by Hermes (puts tendons back on Zeus)
· Zeus defeats him with thunderbolts.
Typhon buried underneath mountains/volcanos
Produced destructive winds when he fell – the typhoons ΤΥΦΩΝ
Earthquakes not just Giants, subterranean winds, cause pressure = mvmt  
 
4.	Bypassing a prophecy by swallowing Metis (what does her name mean? See the result of the swallowing on image 49).
Metis: daughter or Okenaos… name means wisdom/cunning intelligence
- Prophecy of Metis; son Athene will overpower him; Zeus fears being overthrown (remembers what happened to his dad)
- Successfully bypasses prophecy by swallowing Metis
- Metis actually gives pregnant w girl: Athena (comes out of Zeus’s head)
	Zeus gives birth himself twice: 1st Athena from head; 2nd Dionysos from thigh
	Athena is the goddess of war, wisdom, rational thought
	Dionysos is the god of wine, emotions, irrational thought
When you are a cunning person, you can trick people
- Athena is a wisdomous goddess (in a cunning way… very perspective, opportunous, vigilent) 
NO MORE POWER SUCCESSION. ZEUS REMAINS ON TOP

5.	Marrying personifications of Justice and Order and producing daughters that all support his rule. Who are these personifications? (p.48)
In addition to Metis:
Themis, a Titan (Justice) -> Seasons and Fate
	With seasons; the universe is more orderly now
	Zeus can follow Fate but can choose to be above
Mnenosyne (Memory) -> 9 Muses (spirits of arts, astronomy, history; different kind of intelligence; artistic/science)
Eurynome -> 3 Graces

= Zeus represents the leader of a more orderly universe where natural forces are settled and where light, justice and wisdom prevail.
 
6.	The struggle vs. Prometheus 
Over the theft of benefactions for mankind;

ZEUS (See Buxton p. 68-70)
What natural phenomena does Zeus represent? 
Zeus = the sky Father
A supreme god associated w weather phenomena, especially rain
· Life cycle (rain fertilizes); Humidity= the vital element of life
· Strom God
What are some of his titles? What are his powers on human society? 
· Protector of the family (father, protector, saviour)
· Guardian of Law and Order, giver of authority and justice (the counselor, the law giver, the oath protector)
· Protector of guests and suppliants: (XENIOS ZEUS = XENIA = A special bond between the host and the guest. Hospitality is a sacred bond
What are his symbols? 
Symbols of regal and punitive power: Eagle and Thunderbolt
· His signs and messages
· Powerful strike from afar in great speed
How does he fit into the Succession of Power type of myth?
Metis: daughter or Okenaos… name means wisdom/cunning intelligence
- Prophecy of Metis; son Athene will overpower him; Zeus fears being overthrown (remembers what happened to his dad)
- Successfully bypasses prophecy by swallowing Metis
- Metis actually gives pregnant w girl: Athena (comes out of Zeus’s head)
	Zeus gives birth himself: 1st Athena from head; 
NO MORE POWER SUCCESSION. ZEUS REMAINS ON TOP

Zeus giving birth to Athena and Dionysos 
Zeus gives birth himself twice: 1st Athena from head; 2nd Dionysos from thigh
	Athena is the goddess of war, wisdom, rational thought
	Dionysos is the god of wine, emotions, irrational thought
When you are a cunning person, you can trick people
- Athena is a wisdomous goddess (in a cunning way… very perspective, opportunous, vigilent) 

HERA (Buxton 70-71)
You need to know:
· Greek HERA and Latin JUNO names- possible meaning of Greek names
Etymology of name:
hora: the feminine form of hero, meaning Great Lady, or
hora: season Horae (hours) (represents regen?)
· Powers on nature and/or society
Represents earth regeneration
Symbols: peacock and cow (ox eyedm cow faced), pomegranate
Io and the Argos the guardian.
Hera in worship: 
A Prominent and powerful goddess of the native people of the Peloponnese – Older than Zeus.
1) An earth goddess – renewal of life –
2) Protectress of the city and the wellbeing of the people
3) A guardian of the institution of marriage (Hieros Gamos?) – A patron of women.
She is the Queen of the Heavens, but almost a comic figure, a model of jealousy.  
· Character, attributes and domains
She is a vulnerable goddess…becomes mean, with reason (jealousy because of Zeus’s infidelity)
· Hera’s and Zeus’ courtship and wedding gift
Zeus liked Hera but she didn’t bc it’s her brother…
Zeus creates a storm, and Hera is scared and hides in a shelter and sees a cuckoo bird fall out a tree, takes it, cuddles it in her bosom and surprise! It’s actually Zeus: “They lay in love and their dear parents (Rhea and Kronos) knew nothing of it”
Wedding gift: Gaia gives them a fruit tree w golden fruits and eternal youth; it is in the Garden of the West; Guarded by Hesperides Nymphs & snake Ladon. 
· Hera’s vindictiveness against Zeus’ lovers: 
· Dionysus’s birth and madness
· Herakles’s birth and madness 
· Examples that also serve as aetiology 
Io and the peacock: 
(See back of page 8 (hand written))
Callisto and the Big and Little Dipper
(See back of page 8 (hand written)) 
· Hera’s goal and effort to seduce Zeus in the Iliad book 14
Her role in the Trojan War:
· Siding with Greeks (Judgement of Paris)
· Seducing Zeus: When Hera was trying to distract Zeus from the battlefield of Troy, she cloaked herself in irresistible sensuality and seduced Zeus on Mount Ida. Zeus was overwhelmed with Hera's beauty and freely recounted his many affairs and indiscretions as his way of telling her that she was the most beautiful of all his lovers.
	
ANTHROPOGONY (Buxton p. 54-59)
The different origins of humanity from ants, snakes, rocks, dragon teeth are all connected with the fertility of earth and autochthony (see Buxton p.60-61 for Myrmidons)
Humans are made of the Earth.
3 ways: 
1) Agricultural: sprang from the ground like seeds
a. The first Thebans arose from the earth after Kadmos planted dragon teeth in the soil
2) Transformative: being transformed (earth creatures → Humans)
a. The Myrmidons were transformed ants (They are Achilles’s men (his army): Their ancestors were ants (myrmex) before being transformed by the gods.
3) Artisanal: shaped out of clay (earth + water)
a. Pandora
Autochthony: auto- = self; -chtony = ground; Meaning born from the ground, 
Autochtons = equivalent to aboriginals; the very 1st people that occupied the land
Myths that involve autochthony have a political significance; the people who come out of the ground have the absolute right to occupy it and own it. 

ON PROMETHEUS: He is “fitted into the story of anthropogony” (p.54). What does “anthropogony” mean? 
Anthropo- = man ; -gony = birth
According to different sources, Prometheus is connected to humans as their creator, (see images on p.55), the giver of fire, knowledge and technology. 

Who are the descendants of Iapetos (Titan)? 
They are all tricksters:
The line of Iapetos is related to trickery and creation.
Two different mothers according to:
Hesiod: Klymene (an Oceanid) the mother of…
Aeschylus the tragic poet makes Thetis the female Titan of Justice the mother of…
Prometheus, Atlas and his other brothers
We are not sure about Atlas, but probably he went against Zeus in the battle against the Titans and he is punished to hold the sky on his shoulder.
The two brothers suffer their punishment at the two extremes of the world. 
West: where the body of water starts (River Oceanus): ATLAS, 
East: It is the Mount Caucasus: PROMETHEUS
What is the archetype of a trickster? (Can be god/human)
· Intelligent w a cunning mind, 
· Curious, inventive, creative, eloquent,
· Challenges authority
· Thief and a liar
· Crosses boundaries/spheres of any kind
Hesiod refers to the following stories: The sacrifices, the theft of fire and the torment of Prometheus on mount Caucasus.  
The Titan of forethought and crafty counsel who was entrusted with the task of moulding mankind out of clay. His attempts to better the lives of his creation brought him into direct conflict with Zeus. Firstly he tricked the gods out of the best portion of the sacrificial feast, acquiring the meat for the feasting of man. Then, when Zeus withheld fire, he stole it from heaven and delivered it to mortal kind hidden inside a fennel-stalk. As punishment for these rebellious acts, Zeus ordered the creation of Pandora (the first woman) as a means to deliver misfortune into the house of man, or as a way to cheat mankind of the company of the good spirits. Prometheus meanwhile, was arrested and bound to a stake on Mount Kaukasos where an eagle was set to feed upon his ever-regenerating liver (or, some say, heart). Generations later the great hero Herakles came along and released the old Titan from his torture.

	The Story of the Sacrifices:
	The Story of the Fire

	P hid edible pieces of meat in the unappetizing stomach
	Zeus withheld fire (hid away from men)

	Hid inedible bones under good smelling fat. As a result….
	Prometheus stole it (took it away by hiding it) and gave it back to men 
(Zeus sleeping with his beloved Ganymedes, while Prometheus steals fire from the thunderbolt sparks.) 
The fennel tree. A yellow-flowering perennial which can grow up to 15 feet. Its slow-burning pith made it an effective torch. The pith catches fire like a wick, but the fire consumes the pith gradually without damaging the rind. Even in the beginning of the 20th century villagers, travellers carried fire that way.



Themes/lesson: 
1) Appearances are deceiving (something good is hidden in something bad and the opposite) 
2) The common element is hiding away and deception

The idea is that Zeus stops sending the celestial fire from the sky (Thunderbolt hitting tree, catch fire, humans use it) - humans have to work to create fire (collect the fuel, make and keep fire burning), to provide for themselves.
The story tries to explain (aetiology) why humans sacrifice to gods: The custom for sacrifices is to first burn the bones covered with fat, an offering to the gods (they love the smell) and then after the sacrifice, humans eat the god edible part of the animal

Aeschylus in Prometheus Bound shows Prometheus and Zeus in a different light than Hesiod. What are the differences?  
HESIOD: A mere trickster that deserves punishment, who was responsible for the alienation of humans from divinity.  Hesiod could not make himself agree that Zeus was tricked – he says that Zeus saw through the deception, he became angry and made plans to punish the mortals, the friends of Prometheus.  Challenging the gods bring suffering.

AESCHYLUS: Portrays Prometheus’ story in a different light than Hesiod. Tragic hero of cosmic heroism.
Zeus is portrayed as a ruthless tyrant
For Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound you may consult the translation of Ian Johnston at http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/aeschylus/prometheusbound.htm

•	Know the Dramatis Personae of the tragic play; Who are the characters that participate in the chaining of Prometheus? 
1) Might Kratos: Offspring of Styx (helped Zeus in his victory against the Titans) 
2) Violence Bia: Offspring of Styx 
3) Hephaestus: A 2nd generation Olympian, god of fire and metallurgy 
4) Prometheus 
5) Okeanos, the Titan (uncle of Prometheus) 
6) Io: A princess who was raped by Zeus and was transformed into a cow by Zeus to avoid his wife’s wrath, but in vain. Zeus’s wife, Hera, has sent a gadfly to tor meant Io 
7) Hermes, a 2nd generation Olympian, son of Zeus, the messenger of gods 
8) Chorus of the Oceanids, the daughters of Okeanos, the cousins of Prometheus

Here is the plot: Two of Styx’s sons Might (Kratos) and Violence (Bia) (that helped Zeus establish himself as the master of the universe), following Zeus’ verdict  have arrested Prometheus and are taking him up to Mt Caucasus to be punished (chained by eternity, while the eagle eats his liver). 
Prometheus tried to help humans survive, while Zeus had plans to eradicate them. They have with them a very unwilling Hephaestus, the divine blacksmith (god of fire and metallurgy) who sympathises with the plight of Prometheus (after all both are connected with the use of fire). 
Hephaestus however is afraid to go against Zeus’ will and so he will create the strong chains to bind Prometheus.
Aeschylus makes a point here, giving Themis (The Titan that represents justice) as the mother of Prometheus)
Okeanos (the personified River that encircles the earth), who tries to persuade Prometheus that he should cooperate with Zeus (after all he is the leader) and offers to go to Zeus and demand his release. Prometheus refuses that offer
The Chorus of the Oceanids (cousins of Prometheus): An essential part of all drama (tragedies and comedies): A group of 12-15 actors who speak together, or have dialogues with the protagonist, who sing and dance. The chorus mostly represents the common view, that of the audience. They pity Prometheus and try to comfort him  
Io: By including Io as part of the tragedy Aeschylus makes another point about the ruthless character of Zeus:  Zeus with his behaviour cause Io’s problems and does not protect her after Hera sent the gadfly to torment Io (see txbk p.98) 








•	Prometheus here gave humans not just fire, but hope as well. What else did he give them? See bracketed lines approximately [440-550] from the above link
Prometheus: the giver of fire and friend of humans but also inventor of the useful arts:
· Astronomy, 
· Architecture
· Maths
· The art of writing
· Navigation
· Medicine
He took away the prophetic powers of humans and supplanted them w hope. 

•	Io’s appearance in the play .What is her suffering?  
Io: By including Io as part of the tragedy Aeschylus makes another point about the ruthless character of Zeus:  Zeus with his behaviour cause Io’s problems and does not protect her after Hera sent the gadfly to torment Io (see txbk p.98)
•	What is Prometheus’ prophecy concerning a secret which will cost Zeus’ power? What about the prophecy concerning the release from his torment in 13 generations? 
Prometheus will tell Io about her future that she will eventually be freed by the gadfly and will give birth to a son in Egypt. One of her descendants in the 13th generation will free Prometheus by killing the eagle: this will be Herakles
At the end of the tragedy Hermes appears who is portrayed here as a complete lackey of Zeus- no compassion about Prometheus – all he wants to do is to persuade Prometheus to utter the secret. Prometheus will refuse.
The play will end with the wrath of Zeus. 
It is not clear whether Prometheus was sent down to Tartarus, although Hermes had threatened him that he will go to the depths of the earth. The tragedy then seems to end with lots of sound effects (thunderbolts).
((The name of the woman will be revealed probably in another tragedy of the trilogy and it is Thetis, a sea goddess. Zeus will then ensure that he will never go to mate with her and as a sort of precaution she forces her to marry a mortal. In the image we see the mortal king Peleus who captures Thetis despite the fact that the goddess is able to transform herself into different animals (see snake and lion in the image).  Achilles, their son, then would have been the son who would overthrow Zeus (if Achilles was born an immortal)))

ON PANDORA: 
What is the meaning of her name? 
Pan = all; dora = gifts
“They named the girl PANDORA, for the gifts which all the gods had given to her, this ruin of mankind”
The myth of Pandora from Hesiod’s works has the following elements: Her creation by several divinities, her introduction to the male mortal world as a punishment 
Pandora’s creation then it is another tricky gift to mankind, meant to be a punishment by Zeus. In the image Athena wearing her aegis (the mantle with snakes) and Hephaestus. 
So it seems that only males lived at some point, no account how they multiplied without females!
Zeus ordered god Hermes to bring this first woman, Pandora, to earth. Prometheus warned his brother Epimetheus not to accept any gifts from the gods but Mr. Afterthought was so smitten with Pandora that he married her. In the image from left to right: Zeus, Hermes, Epimetheus, Pandora rising form the earth and eros flying between Epimetheus and Pandora.

The opening of the jar (pithos) with the disastrous results.
So Pandora carried a container with her, a jar. Hesiod does not say whether she was ordered not to look into the jar, but certainly by possessing curiosity that would have happened anyways. All miseries flew out: Hesiod mentions two: plagues and sickness
So here we have the motif of the “looking taboo”. It is the prohibition of looking: A mortal should not see either a divine being in his/her true form or a divine action. It always brings destruction. So that jar came from god Zeus, from a divinity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
On one level the story is about a deceptive gift, the inseparable good and evil (kalon kakon). How does elpis (hope) fit in this concept? (p.58) 
What comparisons can you make between the Hesiodic story of Pandora and Eve of Genesis?  What comparisons can you make between the story of Prometheus and the story of Pandora? How are all these stories connected with the loss of paradise and gaining of knowledge?

Which were the Five Races (or Ages) according to Hesiod’s Works and Days? 

GREEK FLOOD: Know the main characters, the reasons and the results of the Greek myth of the flood? What are the common motifs of universal flood stories?

HERMES (Buxton 77-78)
You need to know:
· Greek and Latin names and their meaning 
· Powers on nature and/or society
· Character, attributes, domains and titles
· The story of his birth and his acceptance on Mount Olympus according to the Homeric Hymn to Hermes  (The encounter with the turtle, stealing Apollo’s cattle, confrontation with Apollo and Zeus)
· The affair with Aphrodite and the story of Hermaphroditos
Images relevant to Hermes from Buxton on p. 51,77, 94

APOLLO (Buxton 73-75)
You need to know:
· Character, attributes, domains and titles
· Birth at the island of Delos
· The establishment of the Oracle at Delphi (searching for priests, killing the sacred snake Pytho)
· The connection of the area of Delphi with the earth goddesses and  stones
· Apollo and Daphne (metamorphosis and aetiology)
· Apollo and Cassandra (a cursed gift)
· Apollo and Artemis punishing Niobe (Hubris, metamorphosis, aetiology)
· Apollo and the contest with the satyr Marsyas (hubris and punishment)
· The birth of Asclepios (the healer and the symbol of medicine)

TRAGEDY AND THE CITY OF THEBES

KADMOS (Buxton 60-61)
You need to know:
· The reason that Kadmos asked advice from Delphi
· Kadmos killing the dragon and becoming the founder of the city of Thebes- the concept of autochthony
· The tragic fate of his daughters:
· Semele’s violent death
· Ino’s madness and death
· Autonoe and the death of her son Actaeon
· Actaeon’s encounter with Artemis  and consequences
· Agave madness and the death of her son Pentheus
· Kadmos and his connection to the introduction of writing
· Linear B and Greek alphabet ( difference between a syllabary and an alphabet)
· Factors in the myths of Kadmos that  reinforce political authority and the strength of the city:
Greek ancestry, Divine ancestry, Autochthony
Images relevant to Apollo from Buxton on p. 7, 36, 50,74, 90,167, 191 

DIONYSOS ( Buxton 53, 81-82)
You need to know:
· Powers on nature and/or society
· Character, attributes, domains and titles, followers ( Thiasos, Satyrs and Maenads)
· The second birth of Dionysos
·  the role of Hermes
· an  explanation concerning the growth of the vine
· Travels (Acceptance and Rejection of his cult)
· The return to Thebes: The tragedy Bacchae by Euripides
· Know the Dramatis Personae
· Why did Dionysos return to Thebes?
· Why did Dionysos instill madness in the Theban women and confused the mind of Pentheus? 
· How did Pentheus die?
· The story of king Midas: 
· Why did he get ass’ ears? ( see connection with Apollo)
· What was his cursed gift from Dionysos and how did he get rid of it? 
· For the worship for Dionysos see the following words in the glossary:  orgia, entheos, ecstasis, mania, phallophoria
Images relevant to Dionysos from Buxton on p. 19, 36, 38, 53, 81-83

OEDIPUS (Buxton 162-168)
· The curse of king Pelops that affected Oedipus and his family
· The birth and fate of Oedipus, meaning of his name 
· The importance of Delphic oracles in Oedipus’ life
· The Sphinx and the riddle
· The tragedy Oedipus Tyrannos  by Sophocles
· What was the cause of the plague that fell on Thebes and what solution did the oracle offer? Did Oedipus try to implement that solution?
· Why did Iocasta die and how?
· What punishment did Oedipus inflict on himself?
· What was the tragic fate of his four children?

Places on the map: Locate these areas on the map of Greece (See map of Greece in Buxton p.12-13

Match the places with the numbersAthens: 2
Crete:  1
Delos: 7
Delphi: 6
Olympos Mountain: 3
Peloponnese: 4 
Thebes: 5
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