John Stuart Mill
· On Liberty 1859
· Civil and Social liberty
· The nature and limits of the power which can be legitimately exercised by society over the individual
· Society: created by government
· Social: impact of what others are doing
· Who we are, what we do, nature of state and liberty
· Liberty as a concept and right only makes sense when it is tied to rationality and reason
· Not a product of natural law 
· Principles of natural law are not a product of rationality
· Bring back the place of rationality that has been lost within the social contract
Rescue Rationality


Rescue Individuality
· In society we give up freedoms: fundamentally profound and lost touch of individuality.
· Deterioration of individuality because of society.
· Basis upon which we come to found society has nothing to do with social contract theory.
· Basis upon which we come to have and make rights is in the course of utilitarianism
· “By liberty, it was meant the protection against the tyranny of the political rulers”
· Abuse of power – concern but not only concern
· Tyranny of the majority – you and what you do to each other
· What you can do to each other can be more harmful than you think
· Tyranny of ideas, prevailing opinion and feeling
· We need to be protected from the government – but it is not the only thing
· Through opinions and ideas, society will impose values and ideas – oppressive
· Prevents development and formation of individuality

Truth, Falsity, and Partial Truth
· The validity of a statement is rationality and reason
· Rationality grounds whether we listen to someone or not
· A statement no supported by rationality is ones preference
· A preference is a statement about ones taste
· Arguments cannot be based upon taste
· The basis on which an individual parts from mankind is not reason enough to silence them
· Infringes upon liberty (create, and maintain happiness)
· If you do not get to voice your opinion it is not a free society
· Don’t allow someone to speak – you are not free
· If you do not follow what everyone else want you can be made un free
· Freedom requires that we let people speak
· “All silencing of discussion is an assumption of infallibility”
· When you refuse to listen, you are already saying “I’m right” – how do you know?
· Discussion is the only means by which you will come to the truth – open position – position may not hold
· You don’t know if someone is an idiot until you give them a chance to speak and elaborate upon their position
· Must facilitate discussion
· Even if it may be considered immoral
· We are only free to voice our opinion to a certain extent
· Recognises that you cannot have this in society
· Limits on speech
· How?
· To what extent?
· Direction in un freedom
· Self preservation is the basis upon which we are going to put limits on speech
· Preventing or reducing harm – must limit freedom
· Individually
· Broadly
· Say or do what you want unless it imposes harm



The Harm Principle
· Unjustifiable harm requires engagement
· Justified harm means you cannot intervene
· Sometimes yes
· Sometimes absolutely
· Ways of interference
· Unfavourable sentiments
· Active interference of mankind – formal or informal
· The way one puts limits on speech
· “In things which do not primarily concern others, individuality should assert itself”
· Limit on individuality is when it causes unjustifiable harm
· Does not say what harm is
· Open for interpretation
· Society is always changing
· How do you know when something is unjustifiably harmful?
· Gauging harm:
· When someone’s actions or words detract from happiness we have the right to so something
· If part of a person’s conduct negatively affects someone or the interests of others
· Withholding fulfillment
· Minimizing harm
· Connection between the individual and society 
· What you do will most likely affect someone else
· An action onto itself does not exist
· Whenever there is definite damage, or a definite risk of damage, either to the individual or to the public, the case is taken out of the province liberty and placed in that of morality or law
· Rescue rationality and individuality
· Speech is put on a pedestal
· Limits on how free you can be – harm
· Actions affect each other
· If you are not doing what you are supposed to do – intervene
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Rationality.


Principles of natural law.


Mill wants to extricate liberty from the natural law theory to rescue the rational mind.


once you have them they are immutable and eternal.


rationality lled to the discovery of natural law, but then in a sense reationality ceases. No more thinking is required. Social contract theory stunts rational mind.
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