


Second Lecture – Eng1102 

Allegory:
· Something on a large scale 
· Literal story – teaches story 
· “Allegoric level” – level meaning and parallel meaning 

Characterization:
· Character personality (way their presented)
· 3rd person narrator, Characters actors/script 

Expressionism:
· Internal feeling turned external 
· Radical display of expression 
· Symbolic, anti-realistic, distorts world 

Edgar Allan Poe: 
· Father of short stories
· First theorist, first to say it (short stories) are a new genre
· Said short stories are to be read in one sitting 
· Concise, one time reading 
· Dominant impression 
· Hawthorne & Melville also important authors

“The Fall of Usher” – Poe 
· Workings of consciousness 
· Inwardness, entombed, incest 
· Romanticism, dark art, inward darkness (Dark Romance) 
· Southern American criticism – extreme to make plain allegory
· Aesthetics – much more interested in art 
· Ambivalent & attracted to “under” consciousness 
· Too self involved, escapist criticism fascinated by gothic styles 
· The romancer > realism 
· Distorts real world horror – reason comforts Usher – over powered 
· The horror is when reason reaches consciousness  

Techniques 
· Literal art used – expressionism art 
· Narrator is confronted by irrational – cause and effect 
· Intellect, ego, scheming & higher reasons 

Kind 
· Horror, expression, fear 
· Reason meeting irrational (limits) 
· Paints an idea, Rodrick Usher p. 21 and 22  song  allegory 

Good stories have many themes 
· Horror & fearful imagination 
· Morbid, self-enclosed imagination
· Romance & imagination as a trap
· Inwardness leads to collapse 
· Power of art – most powerful way of knowing the world 

Opening Sentence  
Makes House of Usher at end of long, dreary, dark journey alone

Ending Sentence
· Ends with house falling into river (symbolizes Usher)
· Page 16 evidence of who the house is 
· Page 35 mind of reason; evidence 

Sister 
· “Wisp of wind” passes through chambers
· Madeline (Figure of Mad/anger) – appears, doesn’t look at her 
· Disappearance- dies
· “He arrives, glimpses her, then gone and dead” 
· “ Reason arrives, then dies” 

Roderick – mind of darkness 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Art within Art – self involved 
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