Recommendation Report
To:	Professor Sterling

From: 	Umair Hassan

Date:	 March 6, 2015

Re: RECOMMENDATION FOR NEW COMPUTERS AND TAX SOFTWARE FOR TAX SEASON


As requested, our group has selected three different computer models that will effectively treat various accounting and tax software for the tax season. The computers have been selected according to their special qualities for accessing CDs, multitasking or creating and managing massive spreadsheets or graphic files. On the other side, the Software has been selected based on business needs and to meet client generated requirements. The details and prices of computers from the Internet research are discussed below. 

Recommendation:

· Asus ET2701 for $1299
· Turbo Tax Software for $109.99

Turbo Tax Software

With Turbo Tax we are able to enter information in for a variety of different claims. This will help us with our diverse clientele. Capital investments such as land and buildings or investments such as mutual funds. It will also allow us to assist our non-business based clientele with their income tax needs and day-to-day expense claims. Materials retrieved from http://www.turbotax.intuit.ca

Discussion Findings

Our analysis involved deep Internet research and brainstorming ideas for new computers that would fulfill the requirements of every member of the team. These computers are well designed to support the accounting software and will meet our business requirements.

HP Compaq Elite 8300

HP Compaq elite 8300 is one of the recommendations that meet our needs. It is ideal for high traffic usage and ideal for business applications. This product also allows for quick data transfer with convenience. The HP Compaq elite 8300 also has customizable data protection that will keep all information secure. We will also save on utility cost as it offers 90% energy efficient internal power supply. However its lower price and complains about glitches, group members have decided not to pick this model. Materials retrieved from www8.hp.com

· Cost: $929

	System Features
	Memory
	Storage 
	Displays and Graphics 
	What's included
	Warranty 

	Windows 8 Pro 64
	Max Memory 16 GB 1600 MHz
	Internal drive bays - one 3.5"
	23" LCD (1920* 1080)
	MS Office
	3- year standard parts and labor warranty

	Windows 8
	Full availability of 4 GB or more of memory requires a 64-bit operating system.
	External drive bays- one 5.25"
	HD graphics: 2000, 2500, or 4000
	MS Security Essentials
	

	Windows 7 Professional 32
	2 SODIMM
	Internal drive- 250 GB, 500 GB, 120 GB
	NVIDIA GeForce GT 630M
	PDF Complete Edition
	

	Windows 7 Professional 64
	
	Optical Drive- Slim Tray- Load DVD- ROM
	Webcam- 2MP
	HP Security Suite
	



Lenovo Idea Centre A720

The Lenovo Idea Centre A720 hits all the right media consumption buttons. Simple maintenance to keep systems running smooth as well as its ideal recovery systems will keep data from being lost. The Lenovo Idea Centre A720 also offers fast data transfer for efficiency. This set also comes with a wireless keyboard and mouse for easy set-up and offers high-performance. It has a large screen, and it is fast to avoid frustration, plus it has an innovative screen hinge that makes it a superbly usable touch PC. The reason for not choosing this model is because of the higher prices, and developers have yet to build business-centric desktop programs that capitalize on touch. When they do, the A720 will be ready. Material retrieved from http://www.shop.lenovo.com

· Cost: $1949



	Processor
	Operating System
	Memory
	Video Graphics
	Hard Disk Drive
	Display 

	3rd generation Intel® Core™ i7-3820QM 2.7G
	Windows 8
	Up to 8GB DDR3
	NVIDIA® GeForce® GT630M 2GB
	500 GB, 750 GB, 1TB
	27" HD (1920*1080) display

	3rd generation Intel® Core™ i7-3720QM 2.6G
	
	SODIMM slots (2GB, 4GB)
	NVIDIA® GeForce® GT630M 1GB
	64GB Storage (optional)
	16:9 widescreen frameless and multi-touch support

	3rd generation Intel® Core™ i7-3612QM 2.1G
	
	
	
	
	



Asus ET2701 

Asus looks and sounds pricier than it is. It is equipped with newer and faster technology that will make working on these systems efficient and effective. Of the three options, this system has less graphic features and more business related features. Though the screen is larger it is not touch, screen will remain clean for this reason. Also the lack of a touch screen means less errors, as one little touch will not send your computer soaring through different programs.  Based on PC World USA’s 2011 Reliability and Service Survey, users ranked ASUS as the leading choice for Windows® desktops, citing high satisfaction due to reliability, value, and quiet operation (asus). The Asus ET2701 has a lower price, much faster processor, better multimedia performance, more memory, more storage, and better 3D performance. Because of its excellent performance and great reviews, this model is an excellent choice for our team. Materials retrieved from
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.asus.com

· Cost $1299

	Operating System 
	Display
	Touch Screen
	CPU
	Graphic
	Memory
	Storage

	Windows 7 Home Premium
	27" Full HD 1920*1080
	Non Touch
	Intel® Core™ i7-3770S (8M Cache, 3.10 GHz, TBD: Turbo Boost up to 3.9GHz)
	NVIDIA GT 640M(1GB / 2GB)
	4 GB Up to 8 GB
	1.5TB Up to 2TB SATA Hard Drive

	Express Gate Cloud
	LED-backlight
	
	Intel® Core™ i5-3450 (6M Cache, 3.10 GHz, TBD: Turbo Boost up to 3.5GHz)
	
	2 x SO-DIMM
	

	
	178° wide viewing angle
	
	
	
	
	




Action Items:

· Many retailers offer best prices on computers, so you should be able to get corporate discounts on purchasing computers. 
· You may get free setup and installation for buying three computers. 
· Ask for extended warranty to be included on all three computers. 

Please contact me with questions, at least one week before the purchase. Let me know if you would like for me to complete purchase order. 
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