Final Exam Review HIS1110 B
Kaiser Wilhelm II
· Emperor of Germany’s Second Reich
· Weltpolitik, “world policy” 1905 – marked decisive break between former Chancellor Bismark
· Aimed to transform Germany into a global power through aggressive diplomacy, acquisition of overseas colonies and development of a large navy
· Aggressive foreign policy are often considered contributing causes to WWI – destabilized European balance of power
Reasons for WWI
· France sought revenge for defeat in Franco-Prussian War
· Germans believed they were entitled to a larger colonial empire
· Austria-Hungary’s War Party advocated for invasion of Serbia
· Britain worried about Germany’s naval building program
· Russia sought to modernize their army following multiple defeats
= ARMS RACE since 1890’s 
· Seek security through defensive alliances
July Crisis
· July 23, 1914
· Austria gave Serbian gov an ultimatum they had purposely made to be unacceptable
· Serbian gov still agreed, only requesting a few changes
· Austrian gov instructed to refuse any offer
· Serbia asked for protection from Russia – did not deter Austria
· Austria felt the threat of German support would deter Russia
Entente Cordiale
· Britain joins Russia and France in a loose defensive alliance in 1905
Gavrilo Princip
· Born in nondescript village in Austria controlled by Bosnia 1894
· Like many Serbs, Austria’s annexation of Bosnia in 1908 angered Princip – viewed the Habsburg Empire as one that subjugated ethnic minorities
· Blocked Serbs dream for a greater South Slav state of Yugoslavia
· Responsible for assassination of Ferdinand
Archduke Franz-Ferdinand 
· Assassinated on June 28th in Sarajevo by a group of young Bosnian nationalists – The Black Hand
· Hope that Serbian nationalism would benefit from the ensuing crisis
· Considered the “Tipping Point” – ignited the war
Schlieffen Plan
· Germany’s solution to fighting a two front war, conceived in 1905
· Surprise flanking through the low countries (Belgium), following a swing around Paris, German army would move towards their countries mutual border in attempt to trap the French army
· Quick takeout of France before turning to east to deal with the larger, more slowly moving Russia
· FAILED: Germany did not mobilize all forces to implement plan and fell behind in schedule, French and Russian modernization programs made them more powerful enemies than anticipated
First Battle of the Marne
· Along the French border
· France and British vs. Germany
· Germany’s army worn down after a month of heavy fighting (victory appeared within their grasp)
· Allied victory
· Exploited the gap between German First and Second Armies
· Early battles revealed the lethality of industrial warfare – armies decimated by ‘storm of steel’ and dug ‘fox holes’ to protect themselves
Trench Warfare
· Most notable aspect of WWI
· Armies dug elaborate lines of defense, reinforced by sandbags, dotted with communication cables, barbed wire, strategically placed machine guns and artillery batteries
· Dirty, wet, muddy, lice, rats, trench foot common, horrible conditions for soldiers
· Produced may stalemates – difficult for either side to advance 
Battle of Tannenburg
· August 26th, 4 day encounter
· Russia outnumbered Germany 4:1
· Russia’s commanders of First and Second army despised each other and refused to work together and coordinate their attack
· Enabled Germany to focus on Second army – annihilated
· Germany proved their army’s superior training, tactics, logistics and weaponry
· Averted immediate danger of fighting a two-front war
Battle for Verdun
· 1916 France vs. Germany
· “Bleed the French white”
· Germany assembled the largest collection of artillery the world had ever seen
· Following a deadly barrage, Verdun was transformed into a battered, barren landscape
· Attempting to wear down French army physically, emotionally and spiritually – no victory after 10 months
· French General (Petain) rotated fresh troops “via sacre” – road that enabled them to get supplies and new troops
· Seared into French memory: depleted French reserves and drained the army’s soul
Battle of the Somme
· Attempt to relieve German focus on Verdun, British vs. Germany along the Somme, July 1916
· Over a million casualties July-October
· Symbolize the pointlessness of trench warfare – enduring stalemate with heavy casualties
Arab Revolt 1936-1939
· British tried to instigate revolt against Ottoman Turks in return for British support of future Arab state
· Contributed a small force that harassed the Ottoman Army 
· Significance in liberating Arabs from Turkish rule would haunt postwar British designs for the East
Bolshevik Revolution 1917-1918
· Decades of state oppression rendered the country’s political institutions unresponsive to the needs of its people
· Tsar invested heavily in economic modernization after 1905 uprising – industrialization had come at expense of peasantry and working classes
· Also revolted due to recurring military defeats, high causalities, conscription, shortages and food inflation
· Demonstrations and strikes frequent – demonstrations in Petrograd couldn’t be deterred – liberals, students and workers shut down – grassroots movements signalled a breakdown of state authority
· abdication 
· Soviets welcomed the fall of the tsar – Russia was losing the war, treasury was empty, economy broken, troops deserting
· Bolshevism had spread through the ranks of soldiers who had been miserably led, poorly equipped, inadequately fed and ill-treated – JULY OFFENSIVE – soldiers deserted, abandoned captured enemy positions, sailors mutinied, refused to obey orders
· Vigilantism rules as peasants took property of nobility and distributed it among village community, workers took over factories
· Inevitable? Lenin’s coup facilitated by Nicholas II’s failed leadership, decades of ineffectual state reform and dislocation brought on by war. Dreadful conditions in 1917 allowed Bolsheviks to gain control
· February Revolution – First stage of Russian Revolution after the Provisional government assumed state authority following the Tsar’s 
· Encouraged revolutions in Berlin, Munich and Hungary
· Colonial world mostly oblivious to events in Russia – had a negative view of communism
October Revolution (Bolshevik Revolution) 
· Lenin (former Russian leader?) advocated for a socialist revolution
· Conservative forces of Tsar in a state of disarray – Lenin, with the help of Soviets and Red Guards, abolished the democratically elected constituent assembly
· The RED TERROR – targeted former Tsarist officials, nobles, military officers, non-Bolshevik socialists etc.
· Secret Police (Cheka) helped Bolsheviks to impose socialist structure upon the traditional framework of Russian society through force
· Instated better wages and working conditions for urban working class
· TREATY OF BREST-LITOVSK – rapidity of German advance- Russia forfeited Baltic States, Finland, Poland, parts of Ukraine – Meant Germany had most of Eastern Europe   
Unrestricted Submarine Warfare
· German U-boats – resumed in 1917-1918
· Resulted with US joining the war
· British and French needed money and more people – US had over 2 million soldiers ready to join the Allied offensive
Armistice
· Social Democratic Party formed a government and sought to negotiate an armistice
· German public was confused, thought the victory was inevitable due to propaganda
· German saw the armistice as a draw, while Allies thought Germans demanded peace to stave off imminent defeat, felt Germans had started the war, invaded neutral countries and brutalized conquered peoples
Wilson’s 14 Points
· (US President) Paris Peace Treaty
· Celebrated for his popularity of his romantic vision for post-war world
· Peace without victors
· War as a moral struggle between liberal democracy and autocratic militarism – “make world safe for democracy”
· Never before had one person commanded the hopes and dreams of so many people across the globe
· Passionate advocacy for the League of Nations- promote diplomatic settlement of national disputes
· 5 million Koreans took to the street to protest Japanese occupation of their country – self-determination
VERSAILLES 
Russian Civil War 1918-1921
· Withdrawal of German troops in November 1918
· Bolsheviks tried to regain control of countries lost in the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
· Encountered many resistances – Tsarist officers, Entente Powers, various national armies determined to establish their own sovereign states
· Red Army (Trotsky) attacking ‘White’ armies
· Saw the proliferation of armed bands roving the countryside, seeking food and committing random atrocities on citizens
· 5 million died in Eastern Europe 1919-1921 – most of the dead were civilians victimized by war induced starvation and disease
Egyptian Revolution 1919
· Arabian resistance to European hegemony – agitated for immediate independence 
·  Spread from students and liberal circles to the countryside, women joining middle class protestors
· British restored order by winter of 1919 with great difficulty and many lives lost
· Foreshadowed multiple Arab revolts 
· Attempt of the Entente Powers to impose European rule upon the East met with significant Arab and Turkish resistance
· Mandate system – served as flimsy guise for extending European power – instead of the promised Arab state
· Common sense of betrayal that fuelled riots, disturbances, and insurgencies 
Treaty of Sevres 1920
· Proposed to strip the Ottoman Empire of her Arab back countries, deliberated independence of Armenia, granted autonomy to the Kurds, partitioned much of Anatolia between French and Greeks
· Mustafa Kemal secretly organized a Turkish resistance 
· Sultan Signed humiliating Treaty, Turkish nationalists declared a new government and launched a war for independence
· British tried to demean Kemal, Sultan excommunicated him
· Played Great Powers against each other – 1921 cut a deal with the Bolsheviks to mutually partition Armenia, concluded an arms deal with Bolsheviks who launched war against French (already war weary). Kemal able to focus on  Greeks, driving them from Anatolia, rendering Treaty null and void
Treaty of Lausanne 1923
· “Treaty of equals” 
· Ended hostilities between the Entente and Ottoman Empire – ended Treaty of Severs
· Abolished the Ottoman Empire and surrendered Arab back countries to the Entente
· Enabled Kemal to emerge as 1st president of an independent Turkish state 
Amritsar Massacre
· Colonel Dryer responded to an illegal demonstration in Jallianwala Bagh district with deadly force
· Without warning or allowing crowd with women and children to leave, Dryer instructed troops to open fire 
· Provoked outrage and spread resistance to British rule
· Gandhi seized upon Amritsar massacre to organize a general strike- widespread Non-Cooperation Movement in which Indians boycotted British goods, defied British taxes, and launched strikes to undermine its authority
Ruhr Crisis 1922
· Because Germany never accepted terms of the Treaty of Versailles, failed to pay its Versailles debts
· French Minister Poincare opted to occupy Germany’s industrial Ruhr area – If German’s refused to cooperate he would extract the coal and timber owed to France – saw it as necessary to compel Germany to honour their treaty commitments
· Germans viewed French as an invasion – unable to use military force, responded through civil disobedience (miners, rail workers and bureaucrats went on strike)
· French brought in workers to replace Germans – significant economic consequences, bringing industrial production to a halt, bankrupt gov printed money to pay benefits of striking workers – self-induced inflation rapidly devalued German Mark – ruined savings of middle class (1923 currency not worth paper it was printed on)
· Ruhr Crisis scored a political victory for Germany – French could not withstand the costs of French occupation
Dawes Plan 
· US banker needed to resolve Ruhr Crisis and allow French an exit strategy
· German Chancellor Stresemann lowered Germany’s debt burden, provided US credit for German economic recovery, and precipitated the withdrawal  of French troops in return for resumption of the Versailles payments
· Resolved Ruhr Crisis
· Marked the beginning of the recovery of Europe’s economy
Treaty of Locarno 1925
· Postwar reconciliation. Britain and France engaged Germany in an attempt to alleviate tensions that had simmered since French occupation of the Ruhr in 1923.
· Germany publically agreed to resume its Versailles obligations, while renouncing any claim to territories the late Reich had relinquished in Western Europe at Versailles.
· France agreed to leave the Ruhr and Germany was invited to take its rightful place in the League of Nations. 
· For the general public, the ‘spirit’ of Locarno symbolized the final resolution of the Great War’s tensions.
1929 Kellogg-Briand Pact
· Represented the high of this era’s empty idealism
· French foreign minister Briand had ventured to the USA in 1928 seeking a firm military alliance. 
· Since the Ruhr Crisis, France had bowed to constant US and British pressure to abrogate its Versailles enforcement mechanisms, amplifying French insecurities concerning Germany’s potential future remilitarization.
· Kellogg invited Briand to sign a high minded document that outlawed ‘war as an instrument of national policy – 40 countries excitedly signed it without any formal obligations or reinforcement mechanisms
· Problem of French security unresolved - Maginot Line fortifying its common border with Germany.
Age of Illusions 1923-1929
· 1923 Acerbo Law
· 1924 Dawes Plan
· 1925 Treaty of Locarno
· 1929 Kellogg-Briand Pact
Roaring 20s
· Represented the cultural arm of a modernist movement with wealthy young men and women aggressively flaunting established conventions and subverting Victorian mores.
· Unlike Europe’s ‘lost generation’ haunted by the horrors of the trenches, America’s young elites shrugged off the war by indulging in simple pleasures and new amusements. – Jazz, Cubism (to represent the distorted human)
· Some saw ‘modernism’ as an assault on traditional values
Flappers
· Roaring 20s Feminism
· Although only elite members of society could afford to be flappers, these women challenged traditional restraints on the ‘weaker sex.’
· Embraced their flapper identity in a conscious effort to subvert contemporary notions of maidenhood and motherhood. 
· Venturing out with skirts that tugged above the knee line, dancing, smoking, consuming alcohol in public, flappers boisterously challenged traditional notions of female ‘modesty’.
Problems with League of Nations
· First, the punitive nature of the Versailles settlement alienated the former Central Powers and non-Western nationalists. 
· Second, the League was never a truly international body that incorporated the world’s Great Powers. The USA, Germany, and the Soviet Union were 11 not members, while Italy and Japan were unenthusiastic participants deeply aggrieved with the Versailles settlement. 
· Third, the League charter proscribed only weak mechanisms to achieve its lofty goals of peace and prosperity.
Balfour Declaration 1917
· Espoused public support for the creation of Jewish ‘homeland’ in Palestine.
· The British had reluctantly taken custody over Palestine after the USA refused to participate in the League of Nations. 
· Many Arab notables in Jaffa, Haifa, and Jerusalem were deeply suspicious of Britain following the 1917 Balfour Declaration
· British support for Zionism, however, quickly sparked ethnic tension barely evident during the Ottoman era - Mounting Arab resistance to Zionism – resented their displacement by “foreigners” 
Kibbutz
· Most Zionist immigrants were young secular Jews escaping persecution in Eastern Europe. 
· They formed socialist communities called kibbutz that were originally located in sparsely settled waste areas
· Jewish settlers and farms were encroaching upon lands inhabited by the Arab majority – leading to instability and resentment
Kemalism
· The first stage of Kemalism focused on establishing a republic governed by the rule of law and increasing literacy and building up a modern educational system
· Program focused upon building a lay society and curbing Islamic influences.
· This triggered strong conservative opposition and Kemal fell far short of secularizing Turkish society, but by 1927 in a speech addressed to Turkish youth on the six arrows, it was clear that Kemal had succeeded in erecting the Arab world’s first secular republic.
Margin System
· Enabled speculators to participate in this rally by borrowing up to 1000% of their invested capital
· Such ‘leverage’ enabled investors to reap large returns from relatively modest investments, so long as the market continued its steady upward climb
· Any downturn in stock prices would trigger a ‘margin call’ where investors would need their borrowed shares and liquidate their principal
· When Black Tuesday hit any small investor who borrowed money were a bust
Black Tuesday
· October 29, 1929 all stocks caught in a downward spiral
· crash precipitated further days of heavy selling
· The Wall Street crash was inevitable and many had predicted it. Black Tuesday resulted from a speculative bubble that occurs when there is a misalignment of capital from real economic activity towards paper assets
· The margin system pumped borrowed money into the New York Stock Exchange
· rising prices cultivate an irrational optimism that sends the price of companies soaring far beyond any rational assessment of their tangible book value – when exceedingly optimistic earnings did not come, people began to sell
Hoover
· lassiez-faire capitalism: governments don’t get involved 
· Hoover diagnosed Black Tuesday as a financial panic rather than a market failure or social crisis
· Hoover tried to project calm and repeatedly pronounced that the worst was already over in order to restore confidence in the stock market
· People began blaming him for their misfortunes- ‘Hooverville’
Smoot-Hawley Act 1930
· US law that established high tariffs on imports with the aim of propping up US domestic demand
· Triggered an international trade war-retaliating with tariffs on American goods
Holodomor
· Collapsing commodity prices crimped their ability to purchase of essential western industrial technology. 
· As the price of grain plummeted after 1932, Stalin responded by increasing the volume of Soviet sales. 
· This required the orchestration of a massive terror campaign to extract grain from the Russian peasantry.
· Three million Ukrainians starved to death in Holodomor. 
· Many in the West were duped by Soviet propaganda into believing that the Socialist economy was expanding during the Great Depression and immune to market crashes
Devil’s Decade
· 1929-1939
· State governments struggled to address unemployment and internal unrest, while radical conservative and socialist reformers battled for the soul of nations.
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