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Pornography

Laws

· Obscenity laws (not specifically about porn minus child porn)

· Largely shaped by 80s feminist movement

· 1992 Supreme Court of Canada, Regina v. Butler

· Porn emporium in Winnipeg

· Argued it was protected under freedom of speech ( lost

· Obscene – undue exploitation of sex, or the combination of sex and at least one of crime, horror, cruelty or violence

· Undue exploitation of sex 

· Community standard of tolerance test:

· Degrading or dehumanizing?

· If you sampled the community, would they find this appropriate?

· Has not been pinned down as actual law

· Little Sisters Book and Art Emporium v. Canada

· Little Sisters – sex shop in Davie street, primary clientele are gay men and women

· Canada customs confiscated more gay porn at the border than normal porn

· Opposite of innocent until proven guilty

· Little Sisters won – discriminating against this type of stimuli

· Child Pornography Laws

· Legal Age in Canada - 16

· Photographic, film, video, or other visual representation

· Making, printing, publishing, possessing, importing, distributing, or selling

· EXCEPTIONS

· Produced for a person’s own use, so long as the photos do not show unlawful acts

· Minors’ own photos

· Possession of material was for legitimate use (e.g. administration of justice, science, medicine, art)

· EXAMPLES

· Man taking photos of naked son running around, eventually won, but spent all his money/time away from his family in court fees

· John Robin Sharp, admitted pedophile, wrote “kiddy kinks classics”, stopped at the border and found:

· Photographic images

· Sketched images

· Literature

· Charged with possession of child porn, argued freedom of speech

· Was not convicted by lower courts, Supreme Court clarified the laws, and therefore made the aforementioned exceptions

· Was convicted by photos/images but not for the stories (no visual depiction)

· Japanese manga depicting children having sex – charged 

Pornography Use

· Stimuli during masturbation

· Entertainment

· To get sexually aroused for later sexual interaction

· With partner

· Entertainment

· Sexual stimuli as part of sex play

· To explore sexuality

· As a sexual outlet during periods of not having a partner

· Mismatched sexual desire – extra outlet

· Almost impossible for people to have the same sex drive

· Some consider this cheating

· Satiate desires that can’t be met in relationship

· On weekly basis:

· 90.2% of men

· 48.5% of women ( Winters et al., 2009

· Sex education – what sex should be like

· Myths

· Women don’t watch porn

· Only perverts consume pornography

· Only lonely men with no other source of sexual outlet watch porn/are sex industry consumers

· Pornography consumers will continue to seek more extreme forms of porn

· “Gateway” – not true

· Pornography has vast negative effects on all consumers (e.g. increased rate of sexual assault, hostile attitudes towards women, etc.)

· Pornography is completely harmless

· Porn actors/models

· Drug addicts

· Sexually abused

· Are sex addicts/sluts

· Sub-average intelligence

· Make lots of money

· Sometimes, porn producers prey on vulnerable women to be their actors, however this is not always the case

· Criticisms

· Appeals to prurient interests; subvert the common social and moral good

· Socially conservative opinion, can’t be measured

· Obscene, explicit, (this is the point) and degrading depictions of human sexuality (not always the case)

· Profound misogyny

· Promotes hatred of women

· Reflects gender inequality

· Reflects and promotes male dominance (e.g. reinforces patriarchy)

· Women in pornography are victims

· Most are not

· Portrays women as ‘sluts’

· Glorifies aggression and violence against women

· Contributes to sexual coercion and violence

· Promotes promiscuity

· Evidence supports the contrary

Porn and Feminism

· Three perspectives:

· 1. Pornography is an expression of male culture through which women are commoditized and exploited (academic), all pornography is violence

· Would like to see the abolition of pornography and the motivations in the first place

· Andrea Dworkin

· Abusive husband

· Worked as a prostitute for survival – saw the worst

· Ended up identifying as lesbian

· 2. Respect for free speech, and women’s rights to choose what they will do with their bodies (liberal)

· Recognize there are many women who choose to participate in sex work and pornography, even if you disagree, you must respect their autonomy for that choice

· 3. Porn as benefits for women (pro-sex); sexual freedom

· Most modern/recent of these perspective

· Sex radical/sex positive

· Women are able to positively explore their sexuality through porn use or work

· Can play a positive role in the lives of men and women

· Nina Hardly

· Got nursing degree, became involved in exotic dancing and pornography

· Sex educator, author, promotes a more ethical industry

In General

· Fraser Commission Report (1980’s)

· Commissioned by the Canadian federal government on pornography’s effects on society

· Heavily lobbied by 1) religious groups and 2) feminists

· Both were anti-porn, wanted stronger laws

· Conclusion – did not find any support for the idea that pornography leads to violent crime, sexual assault, the moral degradation of society

· “The research does not confirm the overwhelmingly awful picture presented by some groups and individuals…the view that large amounts of violent porn or child porn are being consumed is not substantiated by the research”

· “Porn represents and nourishes attitudes and activities inimical to the equality of men and women and that is presents demeaning images as normal and commendable”

· Therefore a bit of a paradox, trying to please everyone

Effects of Porn

· Pornography Addiction

· Problematic pornography use symptomatic of other underlying issues

· Interaction between the strong rewarding experience and person’s background, current circumstances

· Coping with negative affect

· Any rewarding behavior can be addictive to cope or self medicate for an underlying problem

· Severely sexually restrictive environments 

· Unconstrained exposure to sexual material can lead to so-called compulsive use (i.e. discovery)

· Change in circumstances leads to new exposure to this stimuli

· Going bonkers for porn effect

· Does not show up in the DSM

· Unreal Expectations

· Fantasy vs. real life

· Behavior

· Always willing, ready (men are erect, women are lubricated), and orgasmic (no discussion or dissent)

· No concern for STIs, pregnancy

· No emotional ramifications

· Attributes

· Young

· Attractive

· Women – big breasts, minimal pubic hair, thin

· Men – big penises, muscular

· Can lead to feelings of disappointment, inadequacy, being abnormal, resentment

· Attributes and Expectations

· Voracek and Fisher (2006)

· Adult movie actresses’ BMI (height to weight), WHR (waist to height), WBR (waist to breast), BHR (breast to hip)

· WHR - .67 (0.6-0.88)

· 0.7 is the exact ratio that people across the globe find most attractive

· Associated with maximal health in women

· BMI – 18.4 (15.22-22.5)

· Underweight end of the normal range

· Fashion models are usually around 14-16

· Low WBR related to print appearances 

· R = -.219

· The larger the breasts in relation to the waist, the more likely they are to appear in print (2 dimensions)

· Lower ecological validity – only looking at a 2D image

· The accentuated female image

· Low BMI related to film appearances

· R = -.176

· Lower the BMI, the likelier they are to appear in film

· Increased ecological validity – see them from all dimensions/angles

· At least in Europe, the women seem to be typically of what we find attractive in general

· Effects on people in the Industry

· Historically, marginalized industry, taboo – little oversight or interest from mainstream society

· Production 

· Actors

· In the past, lots of abuse, soft coercion, drugs, etc.

· Soft Coercion

· Woman signs a contract to perform, outlines what she has to do, she consents to it, director may push the limits of the contract

· Sex as a commodity – the Capitalist model

· Fundamentally about making money

· Minimize input of money, making maximum amount

· Exploiting people helps to cut corners

· Lots of porn in Eastern Europe, less regulations

· As pornography is becoming more mainstream ( more diverse people ending the industry

· Paradox: to improve pornography, it needs to become less restricted, not more restricted

· Early Exposure

· Stulhofer, Busko, and Landripet (2008)

· Examined early exposure to porn in young men, and current content selection (mainstream versus paraphilic (depicts atypical sexual content, typically BDSM))

· Users of paraphilic porn

· Exposed more often to porn at age 14

· Currently consumed more porn, greater masturbation frequency

· More likely to report sexual boredom and endorse sexual myths, suppression of intimacy (small effect)

· BUT

· Correlation does not imply causation

· No effects of early exposure to pornography, or current use, for men viewing mainstream pornography

· Objectification

· McKee (2005)

· Objectification instead of degradation to describe dehumanization

· Stripping away what makes someone a human, making them into an object

· Degradation shown by:

· Looking at unusual sexual acts that appear to not please the female partner (anal sex, blow jobs)

· In 2005, this didn’t fit the definition because it was proven that women were into those things

· Then looked at reciprocation – trying to judge based on what was being watched ( very subjective, didn’t work

· Bad inter-rater reliability

· McKee looked at 7 different variables, compared men and women

· Female more objectified than Male

· 1. Women have fewer orgasms

· Women more likely to have/fake orgasms when having sexual interaction with the guy

· Men more likely to have/fake orgasms when masturbating

· Male more objectified than Female

· 1. Men spent less time spent looking at camera

· 2. Men spent less time spent talking to the camera

· 3. Men initiated sex less

· No difference:

· 1. Naming

· 2. Central characters

· 3. Time spent talking to other characters

· Claimed that men are more objectified than women in porn

· Odd conclusion

· “Recently-produced mainstream pornographic tapes do not show women being abused; the narrative trope of a woman learning to enjoy her own rape has vanished from mainstream pornography.”

· NOTE – these are the top 50 movies at the time (early 2000’s)

· 19 scenes of violence

· 8 were in films marketed towards women

· Self-Percieved Effects of Pornography

· Hald and Malamuth (2008)

· Composite variables:

· Sex life: e.g. frequency of sexual activity, sexual experimentation, sexual performance

· Life in general: e.g. quality of life, satisfaction, problems

· Perception of and attitudes toward the opposite gender: e.g. stereotypical perceptions of gender, friendliness toward and respect for the opposite gender

· Does porn increase negative attitudes towards women in men

· Attitudes toward sex: e.g. opinions, views, and outlook on sex

· Sexual knowledge: e.g. masturbation, sexual foreplay, oral, vaginal and anal sex, sexual fantasies, and sexual desires

· Positively and negatively valenced for each

· Results

· Small to moderate positive effects of pornography consumption

· Men more so than women

· Positive effects associated with greater porn consumption for both men and women

· The more porn consumed, the greater the positive effect

· Can be due to a confounding variable

· Perception of pornography as realistic associated with positive effects

· Minimal, or no, negative effects of pornography consumption, minimal sex differences

· No relationships between amount of pornography consumption and negative effects for men or women

· Goes against his original research

“…may also be that participants’ reports are truthful and that, at least in the context of a highly liberal and sex educated society, pornography’s impact is relatively positive and that media and popular books’ reports of highly negative effects on consumers are exaggerated or unfounded”

· Possible Effect

· 1) Biased Optimism

· Report on self-report measures in a positive way

· 2) Response and Attention Bias

· Focus on our attention on the good things we like about something we like and not focus on the bad things about something we like

· 3) Cultural Component

· European, highly liberal, educated 

· Maybe it will have a positive outcome for these type of sex positive people

Hald, Malamuth, and Yuen

· Meta-analysis – 9 studies

· Attitudes supporting violence against women

· Acceptance of interpersonal violence

· Adversarial sexual beliefs

· Attitudes towards rape

· Sexual harassment

· Consumption of all pornography associated with ASVAM r = 0.18

· Statistically significant

· Consumption of non-violent porn associated with ASVAM r = 0.13

· Consumption of violent porn associated with ASVAM r = 0.24

· Found another variable that could account for these relationships

· Unsure of what it was initially

· Vega and Malamuth, 2007

· 102 male undergrads

· Independent variables:

· 1) Hostile masculinity – attitudes supporting violence against women, rape myth acceptance, hostility towards women, etc.

· 2) Impersonal sex – sexual preoccupation, masturbation

· 3) General hostility – delinquency, impulsive irritability, empathy

· Also pornography consumption

· Dependent variable

· Sexual aggression

· For men who scored high on the composite, pornography consumption contributed to model (predicted aggression)

· For men who scored low and moderate on composite, pornography consumption had no effect

· Sex drive and impersonal sex did not correlate did not correlate with sexual aggression

· Men that are predisposed to being aggressive, watching violent pornography increases their risk of being more aggressive

· This predisposition is likely the variable that could account for the previously mentioned correlational relationships

Porn cont’d

· Pornography and Sexual Offending

· Just one piece of the puzzle, always other things going on as well

· Tend to use less pornography (violent and non-violent) than control groups, although some contradictory findings (never more)

· Come from more sexually repressed backgrounds

· Alternate explanation 

· Not given a template of what healthy sexual relationships are supposed to look like, aggression gets channeled into sexual relationships

· Exposed to pornography at a later age, although not always

· No difference in exposure to deviant pornography

· Atypical sexual preference pornography e.g. BDSM

· No relationships between pornography use and violence in crimes, number of victims, frequency of offences

· Some sex offenders report pornography led them to offend

· 1) Absolution

· Shirking responsibility from behavior

· 2) To get aroused

· Part of offending cycle

· Just as many offenders report using pornography as an outlet so that they wouldn’t offend

· Study ongoing regarding providing computer-created pornography for pedophiles as an outlet

· Likely that men most predisposed to sexual violence like watching porn with coercive themes

· Porn and Sexual Assault Rates

· Mixed results

· Some weird findings ( too many uncontrollable variables

· Circulation of Playgirl (naked men) and outdoor magazines (hunting and fishing) both correlated highly with rates of rape

· Rural, more socially conservative areas, males buy into stereotypes more

· Softcore predicted better than hardcore

· No effect in urban areas

· Access to porn seems to have no relationship with sexual assault

· More pro-sex in general, better education

· Some studies, rape rates seemed to increase with general crime rates

· Confounding variables – causation hard to imply

· Increased reporting of sexual assault with public education, and changes to the legal system

· One of the most unreported crimes

· REVIEW OF PORN CONSUMPTION EFFECTS 

· Not the most important, review of what he’s already discussed

Pornography Use and You

· Personal choice

· Porn vs. no porn

· Individual differences

· Being self aware, knowing how porn can potentially impact you

· Type of pornography

· Videos, images, reading

· What sort of role it will play in your life ( regularly, once in a while, masturbation, education, etc.

· Being an educated consumer

· Social/relationship implications

· Ethically produced? Workers rights?

· Where you spend your money, who you choose to support


· Do your research

· Writer, Violet Blue, her advertisers are all shown to produce “ethically-produced” porn

· Cheating?

· Some partners believe this is cheating

· How it fits into your relationship differs

· Implications for the self

· Pornography and sex ed


Porn Cont’d

· Can pornography consumption be ethical?

· Depends on who is making it, who is involved, and its content

· Safe sex – regular testing and use of condoms

· Performers have to be tested regularly, inspect each other

· Condom use is not necessarily required if these are followed

· Content – overt or subtle misogynistic behavior/themes, coercion, unhealthy representations

· Reality – mindful of fantasy versus reality

· Realistic expectations – real partners, real sex

· Production – choosing content from production companies that respect employees, and promote a healthy attitude towards sexuality

· Industry is changing, now a matter of personal safe, healthy choices

Prostitution
· Contentious term – those who are pro-legalization prefer to call it “sex work”, gives it legitimacy, now it’s a pejorative term 

· Types of prostitution * goes from least power and autonomy to most

· Streetwalkers

· High rates of mental illness, HIV, drug addiction, emotional and physical abuse, and substance abuse

· Lots of survival sex work

· Literally working on the street

· Not there by choice

· About 15-20% of women in sex work are streetwalkers

· Brothels

· Pseudo-organized places where women will all work under one roof together

· Illegal in Canada

· Massage parlors

· Places that are brothels but appear on the outside as normal massage parlors

· Strip clubs

· Dancing itself isn’t contact sex work

· Dancers may offer contact sex work for additional money 

· Escorts

· Top of the stack

· Typically white, well educated, make lots of money

· Can work out of an agency or out of their own homes

· Call girls

· Top of the stack

· Typically white, well educated, make lots of money

· Can work out of an agency or out of their own homes

· Male prostitution

· Not as many male prostitutes

· Women generally don’t have to pay for sex, can get it for free

· Women not typically interested in this type of interaction

· There is same-sex sex 

· Understudied area

· *Trafficking and pimping 

· Trafficking of women for sex

· See this in streetwalkers and massage parlors

· Pimps manage sex workers and make money off them

· Exploitative relationship, pimp takes most if not all money and provides for prostitute

· Resort to violence to get what they want/need

· Effects of Prostitution on Women in the Sex Work Industry

· Farley et al. (2003) – wants to expose negative aspects of prostitution

· Biased 

· Samples all selected from shelters where women were trying to get away from violence (in the worst possible circumstances), ignored all the rest

· 854 people from 9 countries

· Canada, Columbia, Germany, Mexico, South Africa, Thailand, Turkey, US, Zambia

· 71% physically assaulted

· 63% raped (self-defined)

· 89% wanted to leave, but did not have other options for survival

· 68% met criteria for PTSD

· PTSD associated with types of lifetime sexual and physical violence

· Campbell and Farley

· 77% of indoor sex workers felt safe or very safe

· Jeal and Salisbury

· Violence: 6% indoor versus 21% outdoor

· O’Doherty

· 64% no victimization (refusal of condom, theft, threats, assault)

· Jenkins

· 80% never experienced violence

· Weitzer

· Less exploitation, much less risk of violence, more control over working conditions, more job satisfaction, higher self esteem

· Recruitment by Pimps

· Drug Addiction

· Feed girls free drugs until they become dependent

· Addiction followed by being told one owes it all back

· Won’t get free drugs anymore, need to pay him back

· Manipulates her into doing sex work to pay off the debt

· Love-Bombing

· Falling in love with the pimp, followed by being told prostitution is temporary, just for economic survival

· If she doesn’t fall in love with him, he’ll move onto the next

· Gorilla Pimping

· Kidnapping, followed by being forced into prostitution

· Human trafficking

· Abducting someone, making them work for you

· Primarily occurs in the suburbs, in malls

· Barriers to Exiting

· Fear of violence/death

· From the pimp

· Distrust of police, courts, and society in general

· Lack belief they’re capable of doing anything else

· Addictions 

· Belief that people will know they were prostitutes, resulting in rejection or further exploitation

· Non-prostitution world is completely foreign

· Logistical barriers (e.g. no money, no work experience, no phone number/address)

· Difficulty holding jobs

· Mental illness

· Trauma

· Drug addiction

· Difficulty Convicting Pimps

· Her word against his

· Men dressed nicely, well-spoken

· Women clearly look as though they were living on the street, addicts, mental illness

· Must have exact dates and times of assaults

· Must be willing to testify in court

· Women are scared of violence and death

· No rape shield law to prevent talk about her sexual past

· Defense lawyer can talk about their sexual past as a defense to the pimp to undermine the credibility of the woman

· Judges and juries are uninformed about the realities of prostitution

· Important Issues

· Acknowledge diversity

· Perspective

· Importance of background, and how it pertains to choice

· SES, race, education, family, etc.

· Fundamentally capitalistic

· Developed world compared to developing world

· Legal status

· Resource allocation (i.e., law)

