Lecture One: Pre-Period History
US History (HI208)
· Aztecs were the largest and wealthiest mesoamerican culture
· Cortes' arrival (1519) in Mexico is key aspect in discovery of New World
· 1519: Montezuma is dead, by 1521 the aztec empire had fallen to the Spanish
· Disease, warfare
· Native Americans, Africans and Europeans were to form the New World, particularly the United States.
· 1492: 70 million people lived in N. And S. America, most of which living below the border between present day Mexico and USA
· the majority of these people referred to themselves as true people, real men
· Europeans mistakenly called them indians (Columbus thought he landed in India)
· Natives arrived in New World Via Bering Strait
· ice age lowered sea levels
· around 12000 years ago the number of big game had dwindled and climates had changed
· some grasslands became deserts
· humans needed other food sources, hunter gatherer life not viable
· 8000-1500 BCE (archaic period) Natives adapted to their environments by using the resources around themselves
· 3000 BCE farming began amongst Natives
· Maize
· Women become the first farmers, supplements hunter-gatherer diet
· mesoamerica extends from central America into southern America.
· Tenochtitlan was the capital of the Aztec nation, had a population rivalling some European cities
· Aztec religion centred on human sacrifice
· aztec culture depended on Military conquest for sacrificial victims, tribute in form of money or food
· history of Natives was passed through oral tradition as opposed to written records
· 6 out of 7 people who crossed the Atlantic to the New World were Africans, not Europeans
· West Africans raised cattle, grew crops, made them ideal for Slave labour in Americas
· West Africans traded gold to Muslim North Africans for Salt, women traded wares in market openly
· familial connections in west Africa were important, parents depended on Children and extended families were important
· important to understand relationship between slaves
· medicine men and women used rituals to protect men and women from evil spirits
· islam introduced into West Africa from Muslim North Africans.
· Prior to 1400's Europeans knew nothing of West Africa
· by the 1430's the Portuguese learned that African slave's could be used to acquire gold cheaply
· slaves existed in West African culture either through capture in warfare or punishment for a crime
· West African slaves laboured independently producing surplus crops for their masters, others as bureaucrats or soldiers, rewarded for good behaviour
· not always permanent, doesn't apply to children
· after the 13 years war, the Bubonic Plague (Black Death) killed about 1/3rd of all Europeans
· Europeans therefore pushed to be more efficient due to decrease in workforce
· end of 15th Cen.: companies looked to expand overseas
· Royal authority gave trading privileges to gain support of merchants to finance overseas expeditions
· military power consolidated
· protestant reformation: desire for religious reform in the Catholic church
· led to a counter reformation by the Catholic Church
· Portugal, Spain and England looked to gain control of the New World, looked for riches
· success of these nations was a reflection of their prosperity and tech breakthroughs in Naval ability
· allowed for navigation beyond what they were normally accustomed to.
· By 1600 Spain emerged as the winner of dominating the New World
· relied on their military superiority and approval from Catholic God
· European leaders and merchants wanted spiritual and material benefits from the voyages to the New World
· Christian converts in your sect of Christianity, and block Islamic expansion
· had been a Christian goal since 11th century (Crusades)
· Merchants wanted access to Asian spices, goods, but the spice roads were controlled by Muslim merchants
· trade routes disrupted for Christians when Constantinople fell to Muslim Turkey
· improved ships and navigational tools needed to cross sea and reach Asia
· magnetic compass and astrolabe were used to navigate the sea more easily
· Arab inventions
· established a sea route around Africa to Asia
· Portugal has monopoly on sea route
· allowed Portugal to grow sugarcane on Medira and Canary islands
· prototype for plantations in Southern US
· Columbus fucked up the measurement when calculating the circumference for the earth and almost died. Thought he found Asia after he landed in the Bahamas after a 33 day voyage at sea.
· Spain justified their atrocities in conquering the New World by saying they were doing a service to the natives by enlightening them
· by 1521 Cortes had conquered the Aztec empire
· Used horses, guns, and native enemies of the Aztecs to fight the Aztecs
· by 1600, Mexico's pop of 15 million was reduced to less than one million
· by 1550, Spain's empire extended from the Caribbean, Mexico, Peru, southern US
· forced labour used to build up a Neo-European empire for the Spanish overseas.
· Desire for wealth brought the Spanish into North America
· failure to find these riches in North America halted Spanish efforts at exploration
· Las Casas wrote about Spanish atrocities against Natives, led to protestant Europeans creating the black legend.
· Protestants saw a fanatical Catholic Spain trying to spread their ideals to anyone and anything.
· The Columbian exchange
· European disease like smallpox, measles, yellow fever
· in turn, North Americans got syphilis
· Natives had few domestic animals, Natives received horses and livestock
· European ships also brought black rats, honey bees, weeds like dandelions, European crops like wheat and barley
· Potatoes, tomatoes and corn were introduced to Europeans
· Europeans worshipped one god in an organized church in one building, while natives worshipped many gods with no official books or buildings for worship
· cultural differences pissed off the Europeans
· men were laughed at for not making the women work in fields. LOL
