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War at Sea
Britain was interfering with neutral countries like Holland and Denmark because they felt like any help going towards the continent of Europe was a threat
Germany complained that the 1836 declaration of Paris concerning seizure of contraband during times of war
Britain replied that Germany is also violating with regard to the supply of fuel, cotton, food stuffs, etc.
Battle of words “you violated this”, “you violated that”
German people placed in a state of siege
Blockade set up in European Continent
Allies were able to isolate and capture German colonies in Africa and the Pacific ocean
Britain buying arms from the USA
Austria, Hungary and Germany cut off from trade with USA
(USA neutral at this point)
Germans began counter-blockade through the use of submarines (new technology at the time)
Germans announce that the water surrounding the British Isles was a war zone, and any ally merchant ship could be torpedoed without warning
British ships were sunk almost daily
Attack on a giant British liner carrying passengers called the Lusitania
1100 peopled died, 128 were American
This inflamed neutral opinions
German U-boat commanders were very inhumane
Americans particularly protesting the sinking of the Lusitania and warned Germany not to do this sort of thing
January 1917 Germany announces a policy of unrestricted submarine warfare
Announce that they will attack any ship, regardless of its purpose, without warning
This upset USA, and they Allied with Britain
Battle of Jutland 
War on Land 1917-18
In reality the war itself could have ended in 1916 due to a stalemate
Allies mustered the seas
Central Powers mustered the land
To win would demand disproportionate slaughter and ruinous expenses
Germans proposed discussing peace on Dec 12 1916, but the allies refused stating that the German proposal was “empty and insincere”
Winston wants to have a conference between the Allies and Central Powers
Germans said they already tried
Allies demand that Germany evacuates Belgium, Serbia, Montenegro, the territories occupied in France and Russia, Romania, liberation of the Italians and Slavs, who were both under Austro-Hungary, and free the people under the Turks
This would mean the dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires
In addition they demanded compensation and immunities, and a guarantee for future peace
Central Powers decline the offer
Allies insist that Germany was responsible for the war
Russians and Serbs assassinated Austro-Hungarian Duke
All hopes for peace were destroyed
Vimy Ridge
Germans sieged this ridge in Sept 1914 and promptly built defensive positions (bunkers)
From there, attacked Arras
Pounded with heavy artillery 
French Attempted to grab control of the ridge throughout 1915
Lost and 150000 French soldiers were killed
British attempted to aid the French
Allies schedule an offensive in the Spring of 1917
A Canadian unit would try to capture it 
Canadian corps, under a british general by the name of Julius Byng was tasked to re capture Vimy Ridge
They constructed miles of tunnels under the ridge so that they would not be hurt assaulting the trenches and bunkers
Dawn easter Monday 1917 (April 9), attack began
Within 30 mins, the Canadian 1st division, under the command of Arthor Currie captured the fronline, in spite of a snow storm
Within half an hour, the second line was captured by the Canadians
By april the 12th, the ridge was completely under Canadian control
This was the most successful ally operation during the war
Only 3598 Canadians were killed
20 000 Germans were killed
this is what won Canada a seat at Versailles
Allies hopes to attack the central powers from all sides were betrayed through the collapse of Russia
Demoralized by the slaughter on the front, the failure of supplies, and the despair that followed, the Russian people broke into a popular revolt
Spontaniously, the Russians began leaving the front
The Czar was replaced by a provisional government led by Kerensky
The French and British hoped that the new Russian government would continue in the war with vigor.
Kerensky agreed but requested supplies and arms
A second revolution took place on nov 2nd 1917
Led by Lenin Bolshevik
The Bolsheviks decided to get out of the war and signed the Brest-Litovsk treaty with Germany in march 1918
Eastern front now free for the Germans
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