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 Middle Kingdom:
2nd part of the 11th dynasty ruling from Thebes.
12th dynasty ruling from Lisht (near Memphis)
1st part of 13th dynasty ruling from Lisht.

11th dynasty
2,055-1,985BCE

Unification during reign of Mentuhotep II
Meryra (Herakleopolitan ruler) 
	=died before Mentuhotep II 	reached Herakleopolis.
	
	=With his death resistance 	must have collapsed.
	
	=Weapons  in tombs of officials 	and on stella.

=Results:
	-Increase in historical records 	and buildings.
	-Prosperity in the land.
	-Resurgence and development 	of all forms of art.

=Forays into Nubia.

=Strategy to enhance his reputation with contemporaries:
	-Emphasis on lineage (Antefs)
	-Program of self-deification (eg. 	Change of Horus name)
	-one Horus name= 	Antefs=unifier of the land

=Government:
	-Ruled from Thebes, with local 	men as officials.
	-Post of “governor of Lower 	Egypt” created.




12th dynasty:
1,985-1,773BCE.

Most rulers are called Amenemhet or Senwosret.

Characteristics:
Capital in Lisht.
Pyramid complexes in Lisht and Fayium area.
Return to more centralized government.
Increase in bureaucracy.
Growth in mineral resources.
New strategy in Nubia:
	-Conquest and colonization to 	obtain raw materials.

Amenemhet I:
Vizier under predecessor.
Capital moves to el-Lisht.
	-Amenemhet-Itji-taui.
	-Still uncovered.
Rule announced in “Prophecies of Neferti”
	-Propaganda for Amenemhet 	I’s rule.
Model of rulers is Old Kingdom
	-Pyramid; artistic decoration.
Pyramid complex in Lisht.
Foreign policy:
	-Security structure at Eastern b	oarder is built (“Walls of the 	Ruler”)
	-Military campaigns in Near 	Near and Libya.
	-Outposts of Semna in Nubia to 	strengthen colonization.



Tomb of warriors in Thebes.

Tomb of Mentuhotep II
=Deir El-Bahri
=Unique design: temple-tomb
	-Neither saff-tomb nor 	pyramid.
=First Royal structures to stress Osirian belief.
=Layout:
	-Court with syncamore and 	tamarisk trees.
	-Tow Terraces with 	colonnades.
	-upper terrance with central 	edifice.
	-behind: hypostyle hall and 	intimate cult centre.
	-Bab el-Hosn beneath court.
	*Statue in festival robes.
	-Tombs of wives included in 	complex.
	-Decorated, but mostly lost
	*Campaigns; daily life; king and 	gods.
	-Six young women within the 	Pyramid complex (several 	theories as to why they were 	there)

Mentuhotep III:
=Tomb below the peak of Thoth hill.
=Architectural innovations:
	-Triple sanctuary in Medinet Habu and in his temple on Thoth hill.
=Sed Festival palace on Thoth hill.
=Expedition to Punt.
=Fortifications in eastern delta.

Mentuhotep IV:
=Little known about his reign.
	-Teaching of Amenemhet”; 	“Sinuhe”
	-propaganda.

=Quarrying expeditions.

Senwosret I
1,956-19,11BCE.
Conspiracy during Amenemhet I’s reign.
	=Not sure is successful.
	
	=Strengthening of central 	government and curtailing 	power of nomarchs (Governor 	of Upper and Lower Egypt)
	
	=Expeditions to Lebanon.
	
	=Amun becomes state god.

Construction program:
=Pyramid complex in Lisht.
=Founder of Karnak temple in East-Thebes.
=Inauguration of building chapels in Abydos.
=Monuments in each of the main cult centres throughout the land.

Heqanakht-Papers:
=Collection of letters found in tomb near Deir el-Bahri.
=Details on family dynamics and agricultural life.
=Heqanakht-Priest and peasant who is away from home.
	-Letters to his son.
	-Main concern:
	*Purchases for coming 	agricultural year.
	*Rations for family.

Amenemhet II:
1,911-1877BCE.

Son of Senwosret I

Pyramid complex moved to Dahshur.
	=collapsed.

Royal annals (“genut”)	
Foreign policy:
=Nubian campaign extending boarder to Buhen; building of fort=Lower Nubia is province of Egypt.

=Kush exploited for gold.

=Trading caravans between Egypt and Syrian.


Tomb of Meketre
=in Deir El-Bahri

=One of the last officials buried in Thebes.

=Early 12th dynasty.

=Saff-tomb:
	-Long ramp.
	-Portico with columns.
	-Tow rock-cut tombs.

=Set of official records from temples at Tod and Mit Rahina (Memphis).
	-Founding of new buildings.
	-Donations to temples.



















[bookmark: _GoBack]Senwosret II
1,877-1870BCE.

Time of peace and prosperity.

Pyramid complex in Lahun.
=Pyramids now built in Fayium region.
=First out of mud brick.
=Subterranean passages and chamber.

Lahun (Hetep-Snwosret)
=Town next to pyramid complex.
=Related to funerary cult of Senwosret II.
=Accomodated workers and families.
=Population ca.5000
=Papyrus archive with accounts, letters, etc.
=Finds from daily life (farmer’s tools; firestick to light fire; doctor’s instruments, etc.)
=Greatest achievement: inauguration of Fayium irrigation system.
	-Construction of dyke and 	canels to connects Fayium with 	Bahr Yussuf.
	-Extension of cultivable land.
	-Erection of religious 	monuments at edge of region.
=Change in portraiture
	-First major phase of human 	portraiture.

it
STy it L e
ey

e H——

Jv—
S tersdeopoltan i)
Erribmiy

T —
e

prre—

i S
)

A et

S
posmiptneny
e ——
o

o e .

i
iy
mcoemer i
e
s b s
E i —
i e drn.
o ey
et
Sy e aens
e
f)
by oo
e




