Guest Lecture 									(14-04-2015) 
Political Violence
State Definition: Has the monopoly on violence/powers (look up again)
Collective Action: why should I go out and risk my life to get a regime (ex) when someone else can do it. 
Civil Wars:
Why is it important that at the beginning of the conflict shared a common authority? Civil wars are often about domestic issues when groups want independence and sovereignty (they want to split/into separate states). At the beginning they share a common authority doesn’t mean they’ll share that same common authority. Why does their need to be 1000 fatalities (1000 deaths…)? Because if not it can simply just be a protest or any other type of dispute. However this is very arbitrary (what happens if there is 999 or 979 its still pretty close to civil war etc.…) 
Why do we compare? To look at different situations and come up with different conclusions and observations.
What is the difference between a weak and strong state?
A strong state is considered as a state that has legitimacy and its presence is felt. (its laws are upheld, tax collection, etc.) (Look more into the definition) (Example of strong states, Canada, United states, etc.
A weak state is a state where its legitimacy is not felt, in which their laws are not upheld, etc. Very easy to amass arms and immobilize people because the states presence is not felt (ex: bringing in a tank to Concordia). Civil wars tend to break out more often in weaker states.  (Ex of weak state: Somalia, Syria, Nigeria, and Yemen) 
What weakens a state?
Colonial legacies left states insanely weak. Colonialization was states (mainly European states) expanding their power in a global sense, expanding and taking social resources. The extraction of resources and of people. All they cared about was facilitating the extraction of resources. 
Colonial legacies: 
1. Legitimacy for institutions 
2. Political Legacies
International Context
1. Rebel (or any group) support from foreign governments. (Ex: Syria is being supported by Saudi Arabia and Iran as well as Russia who is providing arms. Yemen is being supported by Iran and Saudi Arabia. Ukraine is being supported by Russia. By support we mean, other than physical support like weapons and money, vocalized support by delegitimizing the government or legitimizing the rebels. Being recognized by a powerful government especially as the rebels, they are weakening the actual government. 
2. Rebel support from expatriates and sub-state actors. Expatriates are people who have left (emigrated), can offer support financially and from political support. (Ex: Srilenkan government became much weaker because an expatriate country politically talked them down)
3. Spill over effect. (Kind of like the domino effect). War starts in one country and can spill over to another country, by the people who flee that country from war and starts in that next country that they fled to and spread it there. Weak states have weak borders. 
Exacerbating the Weakness:
1. Poverty, which leads to the lack of education, which also means that people have nothing to loose (because of the poverty level). 
2. Geography plays an immense role when rebels need a place to fall back, and to hide. If the state doesn’t have a strong presence or strong military, it’s very easy for rebels to hide in the mountains. *Land-locked states. 
Civil Wars: Interests
a) Cultural Grievances: Cultural meaning religion, ethnicity, values, language, etc. If you have a group in a state that feels that its not represented that is prime reason (in a weak state) for a civil war. The more groups there are, tends to lead to LESS civil wars. Because they are smaller groups, therefore cannot get control, usually groups band together to start a civil war. Civil wars start with a group that contains about 90% of the population. Cultural differences may exist however; lay dormant until the state is weakened. (Ex: Iraq, Yemen, etc.) 
b) Greed: when a state is weak, groups will come up and take over areas that have wealth. (Ex: Africa and diamonds, Asia and the oil/gas. In Libya, where they are guarding the area that is creating the oil.) 
c) Social pressure to Join: Groups fighting for different things, it becomes harder for people to say they don’t want to join (?). There is very often social pressure that exacerbates civil wars. People who didn’t want to participate were persecuted themselves (Rwanda). 
d) Individual Psychology: People who want to fight because they want to save the world. Some people who join civil wars because they want to find a sense of identity. Very often that’s where we find splinter movements. *Warrior dreams.

Revolutions: 
Definition: Armed conflict within a state between insurgents and a state in which both sides claim allegiance of some, and authority is forcibly transferred from the government to insurgents who then try to bring about wholesale political change. 
Revolution is distinct from just a local “coup”. Not talking about a people transfer of power, were talking about violent overthrowing of authority. 
Terrorism:
· Guerrilla Warfare: Wars in which small groups of insurgents use irregular military tactics such as sabotage and ambushes, to engage the state’s military forces. Look up guerrilla tactics. Guerrilla tactics often take over geography. (ex: Hezbollah and Israel).
· Terrorism is defines as a threatened or actual use of violence for political purposes by non-state actors, directed particularly against civilian’s targets.  (Definition from the book)
· (Ex: 9/11, was an act of terrorism. Targeted the pentagon, and the twin towers. However, the pentagon is a government association, and not targeting just civilians. 
· NEW DEFINITON: threatened or actual use of violence for political purposes by non-state actors, where the immediate victim is distinguished from the ultimate target. 
· *Hostage situation is also considered as terrorism. 
· Terrorism is a form of violence. 
· Sub-state actors: Why do we limit this definition to sub-state actors? Because states fall under a completely different set of definitions and a use of force. When we talk about terrorism we talk about sub-state actors. 
What is terrorism?
· “Hard targets” of strong states. 
· De-legitimizing the state.
· Destabilizing societies. (FLQ Crisis)
· “Propaganda by the deed”. Often an act to show how desperate we are. They create pressure off and on the state, as well as individuals. Use the media to get their point and names heard. 
· Creating pressure from society on the state.
Why do sub-state actors use terrorism?
Because terrorism works. It scares people and makes people think “why does this happen?” (Ex: what happened at parliament 2 months ago.) Think of ISIS, it has under its belt close to a million deaths (easily!). They have been doing this for years, however we started hearing about them and has become the evil that the west has to stop, when they started decapitating people, especially western people. Their aim is to ethnically cleanse the population. They do it very publicly and violently. 
Why terrorism and not civil war?
Terrorism hits strong states, whereas civil wars hit weak states. Terrorist carry out actions more often than not towards civilians, to show that ‘you are not as strong as you think, as a society’. Terrorism is much cheaper and easier than civil wars (as opposed to amassing weapons and power, you just strap one bomb onto your chest and that’s the end). Destabilized societies and weakens states (ex: the attack at Camp David, they could’ve taken out the president but didn’t’ they just wanted to show that if they wanted to they could have).  
*FLQ crisis: The October Crisis (French: La crise d'Octobre) was a series of events triggered by two kidnappings of government officials by members of the Front de libération du Québec (FLQ) during October 1970 in the province of Quebec, mainly in the Montreal metropolitan area.
Suicide Terrorism:
Definition: “Acts of violence perpetrated against either combatants or non-combatants by individuals who are aware that they are unlikely to survive”. 
NEW Definition: “Acts of violence perpetrated against other combatants or non-combatants by actors who have to die in order to complete their mission”. 
74% of suicide attacks are carried out by religious groups/ religiously inspired terrorist. Religious violence/terrorism is acting in the name of god (because god says so), for the reason of afterlife and what you are promised after the fact. They carry out these attacks because the enemies are seen as the enemies of god. So it is worthy to kill yourself in order to save your society, becomes a much more justified and worthy act (in theory). 
· Warfare and Welfare: terror organizations in order to maintain support from their society, they set up welfare systems. (Ex: free schools in poor areas where terrorists come from.) In order t justify their terrorism. 
Genocide:
Tends to be carried out by governments’/local authority. Carried out locally that’s why it’s not known as international relations. 
Definition: A coordinated plan seeking to eliminate all members of particular ethnic, religious or national groups, through mass murder. 
What facilitates genocide?
· Have to have ethnic (or other) divisions (similar to civil war). Can’t have 500 different small groups, need one dominant group. Genocide is one large dominant group against another small group (which is in their way). 
· Often genocide is part of an ongoing war/ civil war: chaos and fear. Used rhetoric as this will end the war, if we get rid of this population and smaller group that is in our way.
· No/ Limited international intervention. Genocides, depending on where, costs money and take time away from soldiers. (Ex: The Holocaust, conference of the ministry of war decided that Germany would use gas to exterminate the Jews because it was the cheapest way to carry out this systematic genocide). Genocide is systematic from the top down (that’s why ISIS is confusing). 
· Crucial: Coercive pressure from government/ leading group.
Summary: Political Violence
The use of force by a state or non-state actors, in order to achieve political gains. Comparative politics looks at why non-state actors carry out violence. 
· Civil War
· Revolution
· Terrorism
· Genocide
SIDE NOTE: Worse for states to not fall into terrorism, because there is no international law against terrorism, whereas there is international law against civil war, genocide and revolution. There is not international law, because the international community and UN cannot define terrorism as a whole. 
Sub-state actors: someone who is acting in the name of the state. An actor, who is acting in order to bring about some sort of political change, who are not considered a legitimate state. Anyone who is not a part of the state institutions is considered a sub-state actor. Not always looking for political recognition, it is for religious recognition and others (?). 
******Final Exam 4/5 questions (10 points each) (focusing on material covered since second mid-term) and then one mandatory question (more broad regarding what chapters it is on) thinking it through question applying what we have looked at. Need to know all the different math formulas. (worth 20 points).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cite external information



pe— eosors
B —r——

e e s e s oo s
fr e oy ety
o s i e e e o oty Wy o
o o o b T e ekl e
e et . Howe: o ey A

-

B P ——E——
o e,

Astong st ose o st o s s 5K 5
o o s coeton, Lok e 1 e ) e o e

kst it sy b 105
et s o o e e s e o

e ek o, g e

Solonleas s sy ek Cooaton ws s i Evcpen
s o Pl ok

-

[——



