Chapter 1: What is Politics?
Defining Politics 
· Aristotle: politics as the “master science”, it is the activity through which human beings attempt to improve their lives and create the Good Society 
· Politics is the activity through which people make, preserve and amend the general rules under which they live (linked to conflict and cooperation and the search for conflict resolution and the achievement of conflict resolution) 
· Two Main Problems 
1. “Loaded” Term: conjures up images of trouble, disruption, deceit etc. 
2. Defined in many different ways: no one really knows what it is 
· Politics is defined by two broad approaches:
1. Politics as an Area: concerns the state or government – behaviour becomes political because of where it takes place 
i. How big is the Arena? 
i. Central government, those who make decisions also the parties and partisans competing for power 
ii. Within the public sphere, separates from what it considers political and what is considered non-political 
2. Process Approach:  engagement in political forms of behavior or activity (political behaviour that exhibits distinctive characteristics so that it can take place in all social contexts  
i. Where ever the struggle for power and advantage takes place 
ii. Where ever the pursuit of compromise and consensus takes place 

Politics as the Art of Government 
· Art of gov’t: the exercise of control within society through the making and enforcement of collective decisions 
· Anti-politics: disillusionment with formal or established political processes which is rooted in the view of politics as self-serving and two faced (reflected in non-participation, support for anti-system parties) 
· Politics may be seen as anything that concerns the polis or the state 
· David Easton: defines politics as the “authoritative allocation of values”
· Like area approach: not just: “who gets what, when and how”; but also: “authoritative allocation of values” 
· Bernard Crick: In defense of politics: “Politics is the way in which free societies are governed” 
· Overall, cricks view – politics is what makes freedom possible, a liberal notion











Easton’s Stateless Model 
· Model claims to help us with political life. Problem: state is in the middle, “blackbox”
· [image: ]
Politics as Public Affairs 
· Division of public and private life conforms to the division between state and civil society 
· Edmond Burke:
· State: public institutions
· Civil:  (private) “little platoons” funded by individuals to satisfy their own interests 
· Politics should not infringe on ‘personal’ affairs and institutions
· Rosseau: direct and continuous participation of all citizens in political life can the state be bound to the common good or the general will 
· Mill: involvement in public affairs is educational, promotes the development of an individual 
· Hannah Arendt: politics is the most important form of human activity because it involves interaction amongst free and equal citizens (similar to Mill and Rosseau) 
· Liberals feel that public activity and politics is unwanted because it prevents people from acting as they choose 

Politics as Compromise and Consensus 
· Resolving problems through compromise and consensus than by force or naked power 
· Peaceful debate, as opposed to ‘military’ solution 
· Crick: politics is that solution that chooses conciliation rather than violence and coercion 
· This view is based on liberal-rationalists who put great faith in the efficiency of debate 

Politics as Power 
· Politics at work in all realms of social activity and every level of social interaction (families, friends, nations) 
· Can be seen as a struggle over scarce resources and power can be seen as the means through which this struggle is conducted 
· Advocates of this view include Feminists and Marxists and portray politics quite negatively (politics centered around oppression) 





Faces of Power 
1. Power as decision making: conscious actions that in some way influence the content of decisions
2. Power as agenda setting: controlling the political agenda, preventing issues or proposals from being aired in the first place
3. Power as thought control: ability to influence another by shaping what they want 

Politics: Is It Good?
· Crick: politics is messy and complicated 
· Marxists and Feminists: politics is two faced, popular pursuit of liberation 

Politics: Is It Necessary?
· Crick, Yes – reconciling competing interests requires constant effort 
· For Crick: the attempt to transcend social conflict had led to totalitarianism (this is what politics needs to defend against) 
· Marx, No – conflict is deep and irreconcilable, until bases for conflict overcome 

Defining Politics: Redux 
· Politics is the activity through which people make, preserve and amend the general rules under which they live 
· Common Feature: scarcity, inequality, conflict, power 
· Politics and Power: ideological, economic, military, political 
· Thomas Kuhn: a paradigm organizes all the work into a scientific field for an extended period, until forced to change 
· Political science: is competing paradigms  (patterns) 

Approaches to the Study of Politics: 
1. The Philosophical Tradition: 
a. Normative tradition: prescription of values and standards of conduct, what “should be” rather than “what is” 
· The traditional approach involves the analytical study of ideas and doctrines that have been central to political thought  
2. Empirical Tradition: characterized by the attempt to offer an impartial account of reality 
a. Approach is descriptive in the sense it seeks to analyze and explain; based on observation and experiment 
3. Behaviouralism: the belief that social theories should be constructed only on the basis of observable behaviours, providing quantifiable data for research 
4. Positivism: the theory that all social theories and all other forms of enquiry should adhere strictly to the methods of natural sciences 
5. Rational-Choice Theory: focused on the rationality and self-interest of the individual
a. Critics: say it may rely too heavily on human rationality and ignore the fact that humans rarely possess a clear set of goals 
6. New Institutionalism: now thought of as a set of rules which guide or constrain the behaviour of individual actors 
a. These rules can be informal or formal and both are equally likely 
b. Institutions are embedded in a particular normative and historic setting 

Critical Approaches
· Two characteristics of critical approaches: 
1. Seek to contest the political status quo by aligning with the interests of marginalized groups 
2. Tried to emphasize the role of consciousness shaping the political world 
· Constructivism: an approach to analysis that believes there is no objective social or political reality independent of our understanding of it 
· Post-positivism: an approach to knowledge that questions the idea of an “objective” reality

Concepts, Models and Theories 
· Concepts: set ideas surrounding a particular thing 
· Ideal type: a mental construct in which you attempt to draw meaning from a complex reality through an ideological extreme 
· Model: comprise a range of ideas by representing something on a smaller scale 
· Theory: a systematic explanation of a body of empirical data, usually presented as reliable knowledge 
· Paradigm: related set of principles, doctrines and theories that helps to structure the process of intellectual enquiry 

Politics in a Global Age: 
  Beyond the Domestic/ International Divide: 
· Politics within the state is usually orderly because of the ability of the state to impose rules 
· Politics outside of the state is more anarchic because there is no authority in the international sphere 
· Politics takes place in many spheres:  the national, the local, the regional and the worldwide 





















Chapter 3: Politics and the State 
Defining the State 
· A political association that establishes sovereign jurisdiction within defined territorial borders and exercises authority through a set of permanent institutions 
· Can be understood in 4 different ways 
1. Idealism: a view of politics that emphasizes the importance of morality and ideals 
a. Idealist approach to the state defines 3 moments of social existence (the family, civil society and the state) 
2. Functionalist: approach focuses on the central role of that state, which is to maintain social order 
3. Organizational: defines 5 key features of the state: the state is sovereign, the state’s institutions are public the state’s decisions are binding because they are in the interest of the public, the state is an instrument of domination, and the state is a territorial association 
4. International: deals with the state’s relation to other states and therefore its ability to provide protection against external attack 
a. 4 features in this sense: a defined territory, permanent population, an effective government and the capacity to center into relations with other states
· People disagree upon the reason for the mergence for the state: some say its for the ability to fight wars, some say it came from the transfer from feudalism to capitalism and others claim it to be how they combine ideological, economic, military and political forms of power 

Duality of the Modern State 
· External: relates to other state, protects against external challenges 
· Internal: provides security and order 

State Made Itself Dual 
· The complexity of Medieval Europe 
· Feudalism: fragmented sovereignty 
· New commercial towns and cities 
· Varied forms of rule 
· Competition between religious and secular authority 

Processes of Change 
· Ambitious leaders vied for territorial control 
· War making built state capacity 
· States removed internal rivals, monopolizing coercion (noble rivals class, easy to take land away from those who owned it and give it to those who would support the state) 
· Protestant reformation split the universal church 
Comparative Politics and International Relations 
· Comparative politics
· Studies creation and responses to order 
· Similarities and differences in how they organize power 
· Political institutions and internal political processes 
· International Relations 
· Begins with the concept of anarchy 
· Examines state interactions in absence of rules and enforcement 
· Two Approaches are Always Connected 
· War drove state formation 
· Globalization has weakened states 

What Should the State Do? 
· Minimal: essential public goods 
· Developmental: promote national economic development 
· Social Democratic: redistribute wealth, advance social justice 
· Collectivized: exercise control over the economy 
· Totalitarian: engineer social transformation 
· Religious: exercise power in pursuit of spiritual purity 

Key Developments of the State:
· Global extension 
· Formally equal, if highly unequal in capacity 
· The national-state (more acceptance of multinational states) 
· The democratic state (expand the role of the state) 

Rival Theories of the State 
1.  The Pluralist State 
a. Pluralism: the belief that social power is widely and evenly distributed; state is neutral (‘referee’) responding to the best ideas and interests  
b. Discounts the state and state organizations, focuses on government instead 
c. State is seen as neutral, meaning it will side with whichever option is best for all people (not always biased to one side or the other and represents the common good) 
d. Citizens must enjoy some type of protection from the state in the form of constitutional and representative government 
e. Argue that the state arose out of an original contract or voluntary agreement to protect from awful conditions of the state of nature 

2. The Neo-Pluralist State 
a. Neo-pluralism: a style of social theorizing that remains faithful to pluralist values while recognizing the need to revise/update classical pluralism in light of other theories/trends
b. Neo-pluralists have come to accept that modern industrialized states are more complex and less responsive to popular pressures 
c. Accepted that the state can forge its own interest

3. The Capitalist State (Marxist Tradition) 
a. Two theories of the state: (1) the state is dependent on society and manages the common affairs of the bourgeoisie. (2) the state appears to mediate between conflicting interests of the classes and so maintains that the class system does exist 
b. Emphasis on unequal class power 
c. Argued that the state could be used during the transition from capitalism to communism in the form of the ‘revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat’
 
4.  The Neo-Marxist State 
a. Neo-Marxism attempts to revise the classical ideas of Marx while remaining faithful to certain aspects of his theories 
b. Believes the state plays an important role in the process of bourgeoisie leadership and cultural control 
c. State as the terrain on which the struggle amongst interests, groups and classes is conducted 
d. State is an entity that reflects the balance/struggle of power at any given time

 5.  The Leviathan State 
a. Leviathan: a self-serving monster with intent only on expansion and increasing power/wealth 
b. Rooted in a radical form of individualism
c. Strongly against state intervention in economic and social life  
d. Central feature is that the state pursues interests that are separate from those of society 
e. Explains the expansion of state power by both demand-side and supply-side pressures:
i. “Government oversupply thesis” (1) demand-side pressures: popular desires of society. (2) supply-side pressures: political class want state growth 
6.  Patriarchal Society   
a. recognizes that the state is biased in favour of men, proven through the denial of legal and political equality between the genders 
b. believe in neutrality of the state because this bias can be overcome through the process of reform 
c. radical feminists have a negative view of the state and believe state power reflects oppression through patriarchy 

Role of the State 
Minimal States 
· State should have the capacity to constrain human behaviour in order to prevent individuals violating the rights/liberties of others 
· Three core functions: 
· exists to maintain domestic order 
· ensures contracts made between citizens are enforced 
· provides protection against external attack 

Developmental States 		
· state intervenes in economic life with the specific purpose of promoting industrial growth and economic development 
· attempts to create a partnership between the state and major economic interests (like big businesses and organized labour) 
· economic globalization has resulted in the emergence of ‘competition states’ and ‘tiger economies’ 
· competition state: a state which pursues strategies to ensure long-term competitiveness in a globalized economy 
· tiger economy: fast-growing and export-orientated economies 

Social-Democratic States
· Ideal for both modern liberals and democratic socialists 
· State intervenes to bring about broader social restructuring through the principles of fairness, equality and social justice 
· Focuses on redistribution of wealth 
· Views the state as a positive entity that participates in enlarging liberty and promoting justice 

Collectivized States 
· State brings all economic life under their control 
· Seek to abolish private enterprise all together and set up centrally planned economies 
· Justification for this stems from the socialist preference for common ownership over private property
· Statism: the belief that state intervention is the most appropriate means of resolving political problems, or bringing about social/economic development
Totalitarian States
· Political rule involving pervasive ideological manipulation and open brutality 
· State influences all aspects of human existence (e.g. Hitler Nazi regime) 
· Effectively extinguish civil society and abolish the ‘private’ sphere of life 

Religious States 
· Tendency to reject the public/private divide and to view religion as the basis of politics 
· Fundamentalist movement typically aim to seize control of the state and to use it as an instrument or moral and spiritual regeneration (e.g. Islamization in Pakistan in 1978)  

                  


















Chapter 12: Governments, Systems and Regimes 
  Systems of Classification
· Government: the institutional processes through which collective and binging decisions are made
· Officials holding power based on: election win, legitimate succession, military regime takes over (coup d’Etat) 
· Change is regular (democracy), less frequent (succession), infrequent (military takeover) 	
· Political System: the mechanisms of government and the institutions of the state, along with the structures and processes through which these interact with society 
· Regime: a ‘system of rule’ that endures even though governments come and go
· Rules determining the distribution of power within the state 
· Who has the right to govern: election winners, eldest son of dynasty
· State: more permanent institutions exercising authority; made up of, bureaucracy, military, population, territorial boundaries 

Why Classify Political Regimes 
· highlighting similarities and differences in different types of political systems we can evaluate which systems tend to work best 
· drawbacks: ethnocentrism implies bias or distortion 

Classical Regime Classification 
· Emphasis on sovereignty  -- absolute control within territory 
· Aristotle’s Two Questions: (1) Who Rules? (2) In Who’s Interests?
· Tyranny, oligarchy and democracy were all perverted forms of rule 
· Monarchy, aristocracy and polity were preferred 
· Demagogue: a political leader whose control over the masses is based on the ability to whip up historical enthusiasm 
· Jean Bodin: absolutism was the most defensible of regimes 
· Montesquieu: proposed a ‘separation of powers’ between the executive, legislative and judicial institutions 
· Hobbes: by popular consent
· Locke: constitutional limits on power 

The Three Worlds 
· The belief that the political world could be divided into three distinct blocs: 
· Capitalist ‘first world’ populations enjoy the highest levels of mass affluence
· Communist ‘second world’ largely industrialized and capable of satisfying the population’s basic material needs 
· Developing ‘third world’ economically dependent and often suffer widespread poverty 
Regimes of the Modern World 
· Constitutional-institutional approach to classification was influenced by classical typologies 
· Structural-functional approach developed out of systems theory and concerned with how political systems work in practice 
· Economic-ideological approach attempts to take account of 3 key features of a regime – political, economic and cultural 
· IMPORTANT: because it emphasizes the degree to which formal political and economic arrangements may operate differently depending on their cultural context 

Five Types of Regimes of the Modern World 
1. Western Polyarchies:
a. Polyarchy: ‘rule by the many’ 
b. The institutions and political processes of modern representative democracy that operate by forcing rulers to take account for the public’s wishes 
c. Polyarchial regimes are distinguished by two main features: (1) high tolerance of opposition (2) the opportunities for political participation are widespread in order to guarantee responsiveness
d. These regimes respect the idea of liberal individualism by protecting individual rights, encouraging choice and competition and implementing some fear of government 

2. New Democracies 
a. Multi-party elections and market-based economic reform 
b. Lack political culture and must handle stains caused by external forces of globalization 
c. Re-emergence of military forces into politics 
d. Transition from central planning to capitalist can lead to insecurities and social inequality 
e. The weakness of state power can lead to the emergence of ethnic and nationalist tensions

3. East Asian Regimes  
a. Oriented more around economic goals than around political goals 
i. Focus on boosting growth and prosperity than individual freedoms 
b. Broad support for ‘strong’ government and a general respect for the state 
c. Respect leaders because of the stress on loyalty, discipline (like authoritarianism) 
d. Large emphasis on community and social cohesion



4. Islamic Regimes 
a. Islam is not just a religion, it is a way of life, defining moral, political and economic behaviour of people and nations 
b. Construction of Theocracy: political other affairs are structured according to ‘higher’ religious principles 

5. Military Regimes 
a. The leading positions in the government are filled on the basis of the person’s position within the military chain of command 
b. Military Junta: the armed forces assume direct control of government and there is rivalry between the categories of military (army, navy, air force) 
c. Military regime is a military-backed personalized dictatorship (designed to manufacture charismatic authority) 
d. Form of ‘behind the scenes’ as leaders (through the front of another face) 

Authoritarianism on Lined Paper 






























Chapter 4: Democracy and Legitimacy
  Legitimacy and Political Stability 
· Legitimacy: broadly means ‘rightfulness’; a moral or rational principle that lays the grounds for which governments may demand obedience from their citizens 
· Addresses why people obey a particular state of system of rule 

Legitimizing Power 
· Max Weber: domination + legitimacy = authority  
· Categories of systems of domination, traditional authority, charismatic authority, legal-rational authority 
· Traditional Authority: regarded as legitimate because earlier generations have accepted it 
· Operates according to a long-standing, concrete rules 
· Charismatic Authority: based on the power of an individual’s personality 
· The ability of a leader to appeal to followers as a hero or saint 
· Difficult for a system under this rule to live past its founding figure
· Legal-Rational Authority: links authority to a clearly and legally defined set of rules 
· Attached to an office rather than a person 
· Limit on what the office holder is able to do 
· Beetham’s Suggestion: power can only be legitimate if it meets three conditions: 
· Power must be exercised according to established rules 
· These rules must be agreed upon by the governing and the governed 
· Legitimacy must be demonstrated with the consent of the governed 
· Therefore, two key components of the legitimation process are: election/party competition and existence of constitutional rules 
Weber’s Limitations
· Tells us little of the circumstances in which political authority is challenged as a result of unpopular policies 
· Determination of legitimacy in the hands of the powerful 
Since Weber Democracy also Legitimates 
· Popular consent and participation 
· Facilitates peaceful reconciliation of competing interests 
· Feedback system that aims for long-term political stability 

Crisis of Legitimacy 
· Political regimes can weaken or fall on the based on the loss of legitimacy 
· In democracies: 
· Demands overwhelm institutions 
· If needs of the capital trump the needs of the people 
· Legitimacy crisis can lead to: 
· Reform: change brought within the system (peaceful)
· Revolution: change in the political system (uprising) 

Fiscal Crisis of Welfare State: crisis in state finances that occur when expanding social expenditure coincides with recession and declining tax revenues 

New Right attempted to challenge and displace theories and values that previously legitimized the progressive expansion of state responsibilities – amounted into a ‘hegemonic project’ that tried to establish rival theories  
Forms of Non-Democratic Legitimation 
· Elections (sometimes rigged or one party) have been used to create a façade of a democracy, helps to gain public support and acceptance 
· Performance legitimization through the ability to improve living standards, public order, improved education and healthcare (deliver citizens to a better life and they get support)
· Ideological legitimation to uphold the leaders right to rule, or to establish broader goals that invest the regime with a sense of rightfulness  

Who Are the People?
· Every democracy has restricted political participation of some groups 
· “the people” can be seen as one cohesive whole with similar interests and needs, the people can be seen as the majority (democracy comes to be the principle of majority rule, the people don’t necessarily have to be bound by national borders (globalization) 

How Should the People Rule?
· Direct Democracy: direct and continuous involvement in decision making through mass-meetings 
· Representative Democracy:  through elected representatives  – through voting 
· ‘Totalitarian Democracies” claim to act for the people with no influence from the people themselves (absolute dictatorship) 

How Far Should Popular Rule Extend?
· Liberal individualism view: democracy be restricted to political life to establish a framework of laws in which a person can conduct their lives how they please 
· Radical democracy: favours decentralization and participation, the widest possible dispersal of political power (applicable to all areas of social existence) 
· Social/economic democracy: apply democratic principles to the workplace  

Debating… Is Democracy Always the Best form of Government? 
· Yes
· The highest form of politics: democracy encourages debate and compromise rather than violence in order to satisfy rival interest groups 
· Democracy as universal value: rights of political participation and access to power so one should be able to shape the decisions that affect their own life 
· Keeping the tyranny at bay: government are unable to abuse their power because of public’s ability to kick them out 
· No 
· Disharmony of democracy: ongoing battle between opponents that refuse to recognize each other’s achievements; strengthening tensions 
· Democracy as a westernization: democracy onto the developing world can be taken as a form for cultural imperialism (forcing views and traditions on culture) 
· Good government not popular government: democracy cannot cope with the fact that majority isn’t always right 	



Models of Democracy 
1. Classical Democracy
a. System of popular participation – direct and continuous participation in political life 
b. Plato criticized this system: masses didn’t have the wisdom the rule themselves; his solution: rule by philosopher kings 

2. Protective Democracy
a. Democracy seen as a way to protect yourself from the reign of the government 
b. Emphasis on: personal freedom, power of democratic state 
c. Individuals responsible for their economic and social circumstances 
d. Locke: if government could tax, citizens had the right to protect themselves by controlling the legislature
e. Bentham: universal franchise was the only way of promoting “the greatest happiness for the greatest number of people” 

3. Developmental Democracy 
a. Concerned with the development of the individual and the community
b. Rosseau: democracy is a means through which humans can achieve autonomy in the sense of  ‘obedience to a law one prescribes to oneself’  
i. Citizens are free only when they participate in shaping the life of their community 
ii. Freedom for Rousseau is obedience to the general will 
c. New left model: ‘grass-roots democracy’, political power should be exercised at the lowest possible level 
d. Mill: central to democracy was the promotion of the ‘highest and harmonious’ development of individual capacities  

4. People’s Democracy 
a. Term comes from communist regimes that formed after WWII
b. Goal of social equality brought about through common ownership of wealth 
c. A system if ‘bourgeoisie’ democracy would be replaced by ‘proletariat’ democracy according to Marx 
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