Chapter Notes – Witchcraft (SRS1110)

Mythology – 2

· Myths: religious narratives or stories that provide the basis for religious belief and practices. Tell of the origins, and history of the work and the creation of the first human beings. 
· Prescribe rules 
· Written texts
· Oral narratives, art, music, dances

The nature of myths 
· Questions the existence and meaning of disaster illness and death 

Worldview 
· The way in which societies perceive and interpret their reality is known as their (worldview)
· To better understand we can compare the world view of two cultures 
· Clear that the world was created for the benefit of human kind 

Stories of the supernatural 
· European in origin published snow white in 1823
· Perhaps the queen believes that by eating the remains or her rival, the elements of beauty in Snow White will pass to her 
· Provides a moral lessons 
· Contains supernatural elements (magical mirror) 
· Story does not relate the actions of an gods
· Folktales: stories such as this one are meant to entertain
· Places in a fictional world 
· Contain a moral 
· Legends: are seen by members of the culture as representing events 
· Have actually taken place in the recent past  (migration, wars, heroes, ghosts, saints)
· May or may not include supernatural elements 
· Urban legends: stories that have really happened. 
· Primarily on internet or in tabloids 
· Ex: strangers giving out poisonous candy at Halloween

Myths
· Myths: sacred stories tell the origin of the world and humankind, the existence and activities of gods and spirits, related human traditions and societies values and norms. They tell us how to behave and distinguish good from evil. 
· Stories from bibles are myths 

The nature of Oral texts
· Texts are recited 
· Consequences of the oral transmission of stories altered with each generation 
· Ex: Qur’an 
· Because printing presses produce millions of copies of this text, all identical in content, the exact text not only is found throughout the world, but also transmitted unchanged generation after generation
Genesis 
· Many written texts have their origins in oral narratives 
· Frequently incorporate more than one version of a particular story
· Man has been used in bibles to represent both men and women
· The new version of the bible, called todays new international version (TNIV), also uses gender-neural language 
Understanding myths 

Approaches to analysis of Myths 
· Are myths literal or symbolic?

Searching for myths origins in the nineteenth century 
· Progression fro magic to religion to science 
· Anthropologist no longer believe in such an evolutionary progression or that cultures can be classified as primitive or civilized 
· Compared myths found in many different cultures, looking for common elements from which they could reconstruct as assumed “original form” of myth from which all others had derived. 
· That no single myth exists cross-culturally 
· Because if myth came from ritual, where did ritual come from?
· Approach to myth encouraged looking beyond the text and seeing the connection that myths have to the culture in which they are found

Fieldwork and functional analysis
· Franz Boas thought that mythology could almost be read like an autobiography written by culture itself
· Malinowski wrote that myths are seen as a force to help maintain the society 
· Myths, as we shall see, is not symbolic but a direct expression
· Narrative resurrection 
· Myth is thus a vital ingredient of human civilization; it is not an idle tale, but a hard-worked active force, but a pragmatic charter of primitive faith and wisdom
· Myths justify and explain religious rituals as well as social and moral rules 

Structural analysis 
· Focuses on the underlying structure of myths
· The division of the world into binary opposites can be seen cross-culturally in myths 
· Structural analysis focuses on the structure, not content, of religions narratives 
· Critics of structuralism = dehumanizing + complicated

Psychological symbols in myths 
· Sigmund Freud + Carl Jung 
· Freud describes various psychological defense mechanisms (projection) 
· Freud emphasizes the importance or early childhood experiences 
· Narrative most associate why the psychoanalytic approach is the Greek story Oedipus, the man unknowingly kills his father and marries his mother (Freud deep psychological conflict experienced by all boys) 
· Carl Jung something is beyond the individual unconscious and Jung believes that humans group shared a collective unconscious: inborn elements of the unconscious that are manifested in dream and myths, which the main characters are termed archetypes.

Common themes in myths 

Origin myths 
· Answer some of the most basic questions that humans have: who are we? Why are we here? 
· Most sacred of the religious narratives 
· Common elements is the birth metaphor (when the supernatural power doing the creating is a female, this is generally a spontaneous and independent birth, supernatural power is male, the birth is more symbolic) 
· The myth can also be seen as a reflection of the life cycle of maize that began as a seed under the ground and then emerges onto the surface of the earth 

Apocalyptic myths 
· Myths tell of the catastrophe destruction of the world 
· Freud think this is related to a dream 
· Wee see cycle of creations and destructions
· People were disobedient, that the gods destroyed the world 
· Some involve predictions of future events 
· Revelations is the basis for many new religious movements as individuals interpret modern-day happenings as being those foretold in the myth

Trickster myths
· Serious matters, others tell of lesser things, explanations of way thing are the way they are, how people should and should no behave 
· Trickster is found in stories from all over the world 
· Often part human, part animal 
· Trickster is responsible for creating or bringing into the world many elements, such as fire of the sun 
· Tricksters are also transformers 
· Frequently Raven is caught and destroyed, long as any piece remains, he is able to reconstitute himself, for Raven is immortal 

Hero myths
· The title refers to the fact that although there are thousands of different stories involving heroes throughout the world, they all follow the same basic story line, what Campbell calls the manomyth 
· Myths are central to giving meaning to human life and restore tranquility in modern society
· Sometimes the hero is based on a real person whose story ahs been idealized 
· First stage is departure: Often an orphaned youth
· Second stage: initiation, hero training learns to utilize supernatural tools 
· Third phase: the return, and accomplishes the task
· Hero is responsible for bringing some knowledge to humans 


Religious symbols – 3 

· Animals communication (stimulus) 
· Humans symbols are more complex
· Symbols permit people to discuss abstract topics, talk about things in the past, envisioned future, or even in a supernatural word 

What is a symbol?
· Community accepts the idea 
· Displacement: ability to use symbols to refer to things and activates that are remote from the user 
· Openness: discover a new fruit that no one have ever seen before, create a new symbol; such a name, to refer to it 
· Many symbols are physical objects or artistic representations
· Do not have to be physical 
· Language is a system of symbols, symbols are sounds 

Religious symbols 
· Many different cultures are use masks to impersonate gods 
· Music and dance of space and time can also serve as symbols 

The swastika 
· Definition: a symbol formed by two lines crossing at right angles with their ends bent at the right angles in a clockwise or counterclockwise position.
· Emotional, anger or dread, symbol associated with terrible events  (German Nazi party) 
· Sanskrit su (“good”) and avasti (“to exist”), the swastika in Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism, positive meaning such as prosperity and good luck 
· Some cultures stands for darkness, misfortune and suffering

The pentagram
· Definition: can refer to any five-sided figure (usually a star)
· Most widely used religious symbols 
· Symbol of a pagan goddess
· Only during the Witchcraze was a connotation of evil 
· Referred to as the witches foot 
· 20th century Satanists adopted the pentagram as their symbol (COS- goats head in the center) 
· Neo-pagan + Wiccan represents earth, air, fire, water, spirit 

Cristian symbols 
· Cross: symbol most clearly associated with Christianity 
· Cross did not gain general acceptance for many centuries 
· Roman catholic crosses are crucifixion 
· Protestants cross does not show the body of Christ, Jesus has risen from the cross and is no longer on it 
· Most important early Christian symbol is the fish symbol 
· Jesus referred to the apostles as “fishers of men”
· Letter of the Greek word for fish, itchus, form an acrostic: derived from the first letter of a series of words  

Religious Toys and Games
· Colors, images and the rules of play are all symbolic 
· Religious games and toys make many uncomfortable, by associating religion with play, commerce, and profane activities 

Sacred art
· Stained glass windows, statuary, painting, myriad of symbols 

The sarcophagus of Lord Pakal
· Illustrate religious text 
· Not all mayan symbols have been deciphered, and much remains to be learned 
· We probably recognize only a few elements 
· Visual representations of the mayan cosmos 
· Symbolic representations are used to create a virtual supernatural world 

The meaning of color 
· Objects of stone often covered with paint 
· Colors have cultural meanings 
· Ex: Weddings, American brides wear white 
· Meaning do not necessarily apply to other cultures 
· English have eleven basic colors terms children learn in preschool 

Yoruba color terminology
· Each term covers a much larger part of the color spectrum than do English color terms 
· Yoruba associate colors with particular temperatures and temperaments 

Sacred time and sacred space 
· Symbols are also used to create realities: supernatural worlds, sacred space and sacred divisions of time

The meaning of time
· Handle nonphysical entities symbolically 
· Time as being made up of recurring units that are based on observable physical events
· Rotation of the earth on its axis (a day) 
· A weed in our culture has seven days 
· Concepts such as “week” are nonphysical symbols
· Time often has important symbolic meaning 

The Mayan view of time
· Solar year consisting of about 365 days 
· Divide their year into 18 months of 20 days and 19 months of 5 days 
· Solar year is natural unit that determined by the movements of the sun in the sky throughout the year 
· Second kind of year of 260 days
· Time had an important religious meaning 

Rituals and calendars in modern world religions 
· Periodic rituals: Rituals are performed according to a temporal cycle
· Because of the importance of setting the date of the celebrations correctly, many religions continue to use calendars that are older than the one most commonly used in the western world 
· Hebrew calendar, extra days are added to prevent Yom Kippur from occurring on the Sabbath

The end of time 
· Cyclic: progression from one phase to another 
· Dispensationalism: god has divided the history of the earth into phases or “dispensations”
· People today are living in the 6th dispensation 


Sacred time and space in Australia 
· Concept of totemism + totem: is that of a symbol or emblem of a social unit. A special relationship said to exist between a group or individual and its totem. Frequently but not always an animal.

Totemism and the dream time 
· Best-known examples of totemism from Australian aboriginal groups 
· Withing a community, different groups of people share different totems 
· Totems exist for bands, clans, the sexes, and even individuals 
· Prohibition against eating the flesh of one’s totem animal 
· Acceptable if other eat it but can’t eat your own because you share a special relationship with the totemic species 
· Flesh of one’s totem may be consumed as a part of a ritual

Murngin totemism 
· Murngin society is composed of several clans
· Each clan is associated with a specific territory as well as several totems 
· The spirits have the form of very small fish
· Complex

The symbolism of music and Dance 
· Music and dace play a special roles in religious rituals 
· Rituals simply include a song; others focus on an elaborate performance of a myth in song and dance 

The symbolism of Music
· Music is a key element in ritual 
· By which people communicate with the gods
· Teach, to express engender emotional states, to produce altered states of consciousness, to please the supernatural powers, or to make contact with them
· Important function of music is the facilitation of memorization
· The easiest of all the memorize are the lyrics to a song, narratives and rappers are frequently chanted or sung
· Music also sets the mood
· We use music in a similar way for secular purposes 
· We know when to be happy, or frightened on the basis of the music on the soundtrack
· Euro-American music often fails to convey its intended meaning to non-westerners 
· Many missionaries and many contemporary musician are writing in traditional idioms are discovering and important tribal music traditions into contemporary music: syncretism, the infusion of elements from two different cultures

Music in rituals 
· Song as a way of maintaining contact with one another 
· Healing rituals 
· In some cultures the actual musical sounds may be interpreted as sounds of the supernatural 
· The sound may be produced either vocally or instrumentally 
· Tuva, spiritual power is found in nature 
· Sounds they make or that can be made through human interaction
· Voice from a cliff 
· Caves, important for this purpose 
· Contact the spirits of the earth
· Can divide instruments into four basic types 
· Some culture, sounds produced have religious significance 

The symbolism of Dance
· Use of dance is not common in American religious rituals 
· Many religions traditions dance is an important means of symbolically representing the supernatural world, telling religious stories 
· Dance does not exist in isolation
· Involves the manipulation of physical symbols, costumes and masks, sets and props 
· Define dance as a system of patterned, traditional movements 
· Dance can act as offerings 
· Many cultures, gods, and spirits enter the human body and take over its functioning 
· Possession important feature of Voodoo, voodoo ritual song is sung to summon a particular god 

Conclusion
· Discussed to explore the connections between symbols, myth and worldview
· Another example of connection between symbol, myth and worldview is the yin-yang
· Taoist worldview
· Balance + harmony 
· Yin (female)= coldness, darkness, softness, earth 
· Yang (male) = warmth, light, hardness, heavens 
· Present in every aspect of the World


Ritual – 4

· Patterned, recurring sequence of events may be termed ritual: a patterned, recurring sequence of behaviors 
· Religious ritual: ritual that involves the manipulation of religious symbol 

The basics of ritual performance 
· Resembles a play 
· Society’s worldview 
· Basic religious practices are ritual and myths 
· Ritual is often based on myth
· Public rituals entire community is involved 

Prescriptive and Situational Rituals 
· Prescriptive rituals: are rituals that required to be performance 
· Performed because need of an individual or community 
· Situational rituals: a ritual that arises as needed frequently in times of crisis or crisis rituals: a ritual that arises spontaneously frequently in times of crisis (going of to war) 

Periodic and Occasional Rituals 
· Regular basis 
· Periodic rituals: A ritual that is performed on a regular basis as a part of a religious calendar 
· Calendrical rituals: A ritual that is performed on a regular basis as a part of a religious calendar
· Occasional rituals: A ritual that is performed when a particular needs arises
· Sunday morning church (prescribed + periodic)

A survey of rituals 

Technological rituals 
· Technological rituals: attempt to influence or control nature 
· These events affect the vey survival of a people 

Hunting and gathering rites of intensification
· Hunting and gathering rites of intensification: to influence nature in the quest for food 
· Lack of rain 
· Rituals accompany the preparation of the soil, planting of seeds 
· Fertility is a central theme, sprouting, crops, birth of wild animals 
· Nuliajuk, mother of the sea, control all the animals 
· Placing fresh water into the mouth, of a dead seal before its butchered, likely to return again as another seal and feed the other seals in the ocean

Protective rituals 
· Protective rituals: A ritual that is performed at the start of, or during, a dangerous activity to protect the participants or to protect the community against disaster. 
· Protect the safety of the people who are involved in dangerous tasks 
· Rituals that seek information are referred to as divination rituals: a ritual that is used for the purpose of divination

Social rites of intensification 
· Ideological rituals: serve to maintain the normal functioning of a community 
· Proper behavior; define good and evil, moral and immoral 
· Social rite of intensification: a type of ideological ritual that functions to reinforce the belief system and the values of society (very familiar, prescribed and periodic and include the weekly Sunday morning church) 
· Also include major annual rituals, funeral rituals 
· Enemies may take advantage of both the lack of strong leadership 

Offering and sacrifices 
· Is to communication with the deity 
· Prayer, another is through offerings and sacrifices 
· Offerings: economic exchanges designed to influence the supernatural
· Sacrifices: A gift designed to influence the supernatural in which an animal is killed
· All other gifts are offerings 

Human sacrifice 
· Life of the sun was about to end 
· The sun needed: blood 
· Techniques, decapitation, drowning, strangulation, shooting with arrows, combat 
· Priest would cut through the victim’s chest 
· Heart, offered the sun nourishment 

Therapy rituals and Healing 
· Anthropological study of medicinal plants is part of study of ethnobotany 
· Rituals that focus on curing are called therapy rituals 
· Navaho importance balance and harmony 
· The healers are usually men 

Anti-therapy rituals 
· Anti-therapy rituals: rituals that bring about illness, accident, or death. 
· Behavior is clearly antisocial 
· Sorcerer takes something connected to the victim, piece of clothing, places it in a bundle, recites a spell, puts the bundle in cold muddy ground 
· Best known is bone pointing, sharpens one end and drills a hole in the other, takes a string of the victim’s hair, puts it through the hole and points the bone at the victim
· Muscles twist involuntarily, begins to moan, refusing to eat, keeping aloof from the daily affairs, death is a matter of short time

Salvation rituals 
· Salvation rituals: focus on the religious experience of an individual 
· Spirit possessions, sometimes permanent 

Revitalization Rituals
· Are associate with revitalization movements 
· Elimination of alien customs and a return to the native way of life 

Rites of passage 
· Rites of passage: a ritual that occurs when an individual changes status, serving to legitimize the new status and to imprint it on the community’s collective memory. 
· Positions is known as a status (ex: mother, can occupy more than one status)
· Making these changes can be difficult for the individual 
· Person moves from one category to the next, the event may be marked by ritual 
The structure of a rite of passage
· Anthropologist identify three phases in the typical rite of passage
· First separation: phase the individual is removed from his or her former status, abrupt separation of the individual from the community 
· Second step: transitions phase the first phase of a rite of passage in which an individual is removed from his or her former status
· Final phase: which the individual is reintroduced to the community in his or her new status 

Coming-of-age rituals
· Coming-of-age ritual
· Transition, childhood to adulthood (menarche = first period) 
· Boys are more elaborate 
· Through the ritual as a group 
· Short serration and incorporation phases 

Transition and liminality 
· Initiates within this transition period are said to be in liminal state 
· Age grade: is a specific status defined by age

U.S secular rites of passage
· Secular rites
· Other non religious activities 
· Basic military training
· Major difference between military training and tribal coming-of-age rituals. After completing military service, the individuals often return to the status they occupied before induction and undergo a period of readjustment during which they discard their military identity. 

Alterations of the human body

Tattooing and other permanent alterations
· Served mark of social identity
· Other times, way to express dissatisfaction with the social order, distance oneself from the mainstream society
· May be for religious purpose 
· Closely related is cicatrization or scarification (dark skin people tattoos would not show so they do this)
· White teeth as resembling the teeth of animals 
· Foundry, teeth knocked out, filed as shapes of sometimes even blackened 

Genital cutting 
· Circumcision: removal of the foreskin of the penis
· Often with the formal naming of the child (8 days old in Jewish culture)
· For girls only naming portion if performed
· Subcinsion: underside of the penis is cut and the uretha slit 
· Prevent sexual intercourse and requirement for marriage, wound is reopened by or for sexual intercourse 
· Female cutting may be done at adolescence as a part of a rite passage, often performed much earlier 
· Genital cutting is an essential element in many religious practices 

Pilgrimages 
· Navaho live midst of the landscape creation 
· Religious are associate with sacred places that are mentioned in their religious stories 
· Religions are associated with sacred of places that are mentioned of their religious stories 
· Journey to a sacred place if often referred to as a pilgrimage 
· Pilgrimage may have achieved a new status or position in the community

Religious obligations 
· Christian says grace before eating a meal 

Tabu
· Objects and people may be off limits are said to be tabu
· Things that are tabu and considered sacred 

Jewish food laws
· Kashrut: Jewish food law regarding what foods can and cannot be eaten, and how food must be prepared
· Permitted food are halal and prohibited are haram for Hinduism 
· Kosher eating only land mammals that have cloven hoofs and chew their cud 
· Eating pork is not allowed 
· Shocket: slaughter their throat with perfectly Sharpe blade the most humane method 

Menstrual tabus 
· Menstrual tabus, time in a menstrual hut, refraining from cooking or eating certain foods, restricting contact with males, separate women from men and are seen as protecting men from possible pollution
· Menstruating women may not enter a shrine or mosque, and may not play, fast, or touch or recite the Qur’an 
· Must refrain from sex and complete a ritual washing before she is considered clean again

Altered States of Consciousness – 5

· Altered states of consciousness: Individuals may have mental experiences that transcend ordinary experiences, such as a trance 
· Religious experience subjective ones that manifests itself on an emotional and psychological level 
· Altered state of consciousness differing from a normal state (day dreaming, drinking a little too much)

Characteristics of an altered state of consciousness 
· Alterations in thinking; disturbances in concentration, attention, memory and judgment 
· Disturbed time sense; feelings of timelessness, to a standstill
· Loos control, helplessness
· Change in emotional expression: sudden and unexpected displays of emotional extremes 
· Body image change: various part of the body appear or feel shrunken, enlarged, distorted, heavy, weightless, disconnected 
· Perceptual distortions
· Change in meaning or significance
· Sense of the ineffable: inability to communicate 
· Feeling of rejuvenation

Entering an altered state of consciousness 

Fasting 
· Fasting: is the act of abstaining from eating food and drinking liquids over a period of time, other prohibitions (sexual)
· Body turns to alternative means
· Intense fasting = aggressive behavior, hallucinations, dehydrations, fatigue, lethargy, confusion and dizziness 
· Sacrifice to a deity 
· Ramadan, act is seen as moving the individual closer to God by abandoning those things that are enjoyable 

Factors that bring about an altered state of consciousness
· Reduction of external stimulation, exposure to repetitive stimulation
· Increase of external stimulation
· Increased alertness or mental involvement 
· Decreased alertness
· Alterations in body chemistry or physiology of nervous system

Sacred pain
· Altered state of consciousness can also result from pain
· Religious pain is often shared pain ex: Christ on the cross, the existence of hell
· Stigmata: Bodily wounds or pain considered by Christians to be visible signs of participation in the sufferings of Christ 
· Rituals often include tattooing, scarring and circumcision
· Quite painful, the ability to withstand pain has become an important element in these rituals 
· Subject often enters and altered state of consciousness 
· Possible to withstand the pain
· Instead of being isolating, the pain experience may reinforce the person’s connections to both social and supernatural worlds 
· Pilgrimage often involves sacred pain

Biological basis of altered states of consciousness
· May report being possessed by spirit or visited by an angel 
· May feel their souls move outside their bodies; they may become one with the universe 
· Studies relationship between migraines and religious experiences  
· Migraines is an aura, a type of hallucination 
· Most often visual, may also involve distortions of other senses 
· Culture plays a major role in how the patient interprets an aura 
· The same visual experience could be interpreted as a vision
· Migraine auras are not consciously induced 
· Sympathetic system or arousal system of the brain is driven to higher and higher levels, ultimately becoming over stimulated
· Certain areas or the brain stop receiving the neural input 
· Area of the brain that shuts down when over stimulated is a structure in the brain known as the orientation associate structure
· This is the part of the brain that enables us the sense the boundaries of our body, to distinguish ourselves from the world around us and to orient ourselves in space
· Divisions between the self and the outside world disappear 
· Unitary state: Fells as being “one” with the universe or supernatural beings 
· It is not possible to get the exact same effects are seen with the ritual behavior just by chemically stimulating the right area 
· It is only with the merging beliefs and behavior that the full effect if achieved 

Altered states in upper Paleolithic art 
· Entopic phenomena: In the first stage, geometric visual images are seen, are the forms painted on the cave walls 
· Second phase, the individual attempts to make sense of these phenomena and interprets them in cultural terms 
· Third stage or deep trance 
· Individual will often feel changed into an animal are shared the power of the spirit-animal

Drugs-Induced altered states
· Drugs can also be used to attain an altered state of consciousness
· Important to recognize the difference between secular drug use and ritual drug use, which is highly controlled and generally adaptive 

Importance of a ritual setting
· Addiction, are generally not seen 
· Religious drug use takes place only at certain times and in certain contexts

Ethnographic examples of altered states of consciousness

Holiness churches
· Holiness churches are a series of independent churches that are founds primarily in Appalachia, west Virginia
· Each church is independent, yet individuals will frequently visit several churches in the region
· State is entered through intense concentration in prayer and with loud music with a repetitive beat; no drugs 
· Will pick up poisonous snakes and rink poisons  

The sun dance of the Cheyenne
· Sun dance is a major communal religious ritual practice by many tribal groups in the north American plains culture area
· Each group has its own particular variations 
· The sun dance takes place near the summer, theme of renewal 
· Cheyenne’s name for the sun dance means “New life Loge” 
· Ritual is closely tied to the creating of the earth and passages from the Cheyenne origin story
· Takes 8 days to perform, the first four days spent building the dance lodge
· Many rituals acts and offerings to the pole are associate with the raising of the pole
· The last four are devoted to the actual public dance, takes place in the sun dance lodge 
· The participations in the dace face the center pole and rise up and down on their toes while standing in one place
· As they rise they blow on eagle-wing bone whistles
· Dancers do this almost continuously for the entire 4 days periods
· Dancers are completely without food or water 
· Self sacrifice knows as “hanging from the central pole”
· Shamans fastens a rope to the central pole that will reach just to the chest of the man
· Two holes, are cut in the skin of the man’s chest, skewers are passed trough, and the free ends of the rope are attached to the skewers 
· Mans dances, fastened to the pole, all night trying to break free
· If he has not done so by the morning, the shaman cuts him free
· Does in hopes of gaining pity from the supernatural rewarded with good fortune 

Religious use of drugs in South America 
· One’s supernatural power depends on one’s ability entice the hekura into the chest, which is visualized as a world of rivers, mountains and forests 
· To accomplish this, one must take ebene, which is the hallucinogenic snuff made of several ingredients 
· The snuff if blown into the nose of the individual
· Drug into the bloodstream, where it will move rapidly to the brain 
· Drugs also can be introduced in the rectum
· Not irritate the stomach
· Drug will not be lost if the individual vomits 

Conclusion
· The most common idea of religious altered states, idea of achieving a unitary state, a sate in which the individual experiences a feelings of becoming one with the supernatural, however this is conceived of by he community 
· Is only with a discussion of altered states of consciousness that a true appreciation of the power of rituals can be reached 

Religious specialists – 6
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Small-scale societies with relatively simple technologies 
· Full time, specialized religious statuses usually do not exist in such societies, because these societies do not produce the surplus of food that is necessary to support full-time specialists
· Part-time specialists, people who earn living while hunting, farming and are called to perform a ritual when necessary
· In larger and more complex societies, we see the development + religious specialist who are full-time and make income primarily from the performance of religious rituals 
· Either shamans or priests 
· Very often a religious practitioner that we might classify as a priest will perform some function that are more characteristic of a shaman the reverse is also true

Shamans 
· Distinction not always clear 
· Shaman receives his or her power directly from the spirit world
· Through personal communication with the supernatural 

Defining Shamanism 
· Different ways by different people 
· Shaman comes from Siberia 
· Refers to the religious specialist who use handheld drums and spirit helpers to the members of their community healing the sick, divining the future, and ensuring success in the hunt 
· Relationship between a shaman and the community is personal one 

Becoming a shaman 
· Shamans frequently are chosen by spirits to become shaman 
· Call comes in a dream or trance
· Being shaman is so difficult 
· Individual may be reluctant to act on the call
· “Wounded healers” driven to be shamans by their own illnesses, possibly including psychosis or possession 
· Shamanic initiation often includes idea that spirit eat, dismember, or kill person before that person can be reborn shaman
· Period of training by older shaman 
· Learn how to make contact with supernatural
· May include period of seclusion, fasting, and taking hallucinogens
· Main goal is to learn to enter into and control the experience of an altered state of consciousness 

The shamanic role and rituals
· May be private consultation or major public ritual 
· Drumming, singing and dancing 
· Shaman between the realm of the natural and supernatural 
· Three worlds, linked by central +vertical axis (axis mundi)
· Common gender transformation 
· Seen as being an activity of witchcraft today so more secretive + private
· Shaman is called to guide the dead to the other world 

Pentecostal Healers as shamans 
· Religious practitioners united states exhibit some of the same futures 
· Pentecostal faith healers 
· Altered state of consciousness 
· Rhythmic speech and music 
· Preacher, person’s head with oil and recites incantations, rubs the head torso, back or legs 
· Called the supernatural in this case god 

Neoshamanism 
· Growing interest in shamanism, united states an Europe 
· Those who use techniques like those proposed by Casteneda and Harner as known as neoshamans 
· Neoshamanism is focused on an individual, self-help means of improving one’s life 
· Positive aspects of shamanism 
· Shamanism is focused on helping the community 
· Chosen but may resist the class because of the dark side of shamanism the neoshamans often ignore  

Clown Doctors as Shamans 
· Western medicine, criticized, focusing only on the physical disease and neglecting the patients illness experience 
· Address the issues, clown pediatric hospitals 
· These clowns have many similarities with traditional shamanic healers 
· Distract patients during painful procedures 
· Similarities between shamans and clown doctors, both wear unusual costumes and both are viewed with some ambivalence
· Use of puppets by clown doctors is reminiscent of shamanic spirit helpers
· Shamanistic rituals reinforce social roles and can be therapeutic for families struggling to cope with an illness and disorder 

Priests 
· Priests are full-time religious specialists associate with formalized religious institutions 
· Complex food producing societies 
· Society will contain, priest of shamans but rarely both 
· Representative of the community and responsible for the performance of prescribed rituals 
· Performing rituals in the event of disaster and illness
· Articulated in social rites
· Reinforcement of the belief system and the established ethical code 
· Individuals personify the image of the ideal person
· Models ethics and morality in their communities 
· Priest fails to live up to these standards, the significance is much greater 
· Training of a priest usually involves memorization of vast amounts of knowledge 
· Become priests for a variety of reasons, inherited responsibility 
· Conclusion of training, rite of passage, such as ordination
· Also may have received a divine call, sometimes in dreams, visions, or trances, some societies a person becomes a priest after being cured of an illness 

Eastern Orthodox priests 
· Many fall within the definition of priests 
· Usually assigned to particular churches 
· Perform rituals 
· Individuals separate themselves from the everyday world and spend their lives as monks and nuns 
· Lives various types of isolated communities 
· Bishops are celibate but men who are already married may become priests and deacons, death of their spouse they cannot remarry 
· Primarily involved with the performance of social rites  

Healers and diviners 
· Healer refer to a priests or shaman
· More specialized healers 
· Similar to those of U.S medical practioner 
· They may set bones, treat sprains with cold, or administer drugs made from native plants other materials  
· Herbalist: specialist in the use of plant and other material, prescribe the materials to be administered or may provide the material as prescribed by healer or diviner.
· Many programs have been developed in Africa to train native healers in medical techniques 
· Diviner: is someone who practices divination, series of techniques, activities that used to obtain information about things that are not normally knowable. Usually focuses on very practical questions.

Prophet 
· Is a mouthpiece of the gods
· Communicate the words of will of the gods to his or her community 
· Shamans may occasionally function as prophets 
· The Nuer believe that prophets are chosen by a god are then able to predict the future, cure the sick, ensure the fertility, influence growth of a good crop

Magic and Divination – 7

· Magic: as anthropologist use the term refers to activities, usually rituals, by which a person can compel te supernatural to behave in certain ways 

The world of magic
· People can bring about particular outcomes
· May be used for the public good 
· Sorcerers: generally are considered evil figures who deal in matters that are downright antisocial 
· Many others may use magic 

Magic and Religion
· Before separate category from religion
· Today magic is to be a part of religion
· Magic is a logical way of thinking 
· Magic was pseudoscience, based on direct action
· Magic was an early stage that would be replaced by religion
· Religion itself would give way to science 
· Magic is often centered on the needs and desires of an individual 
· Magic used to defend the community against an enemy 

Magic and science 
· Science it is not science 
· Science is hypotheses: a tentative statement based upon experimental and observational data that is subject to further study and theories: in science, a framework for understanding that is supported by a large amount of consistent scientific data. 
· Science deals with only empirical observations: perceive through our senses and they also must be testable: the ability to develop new experiments and observations that will test validity of a conclusion
· Farmer can connect to the supernatural world and bring about a desired end 
· Magic, usually rituals by which the farmer can automatically produce certain results 
· All farmer needs is knowledge of how to perform the magic 

Rules of magic 
· Magic tens to follow certain principles
· Law of sympathy: magic depends on the apparent association or agreement between things 
· Law of similarity: that things that are alike are the same
· Law of contagion: things that were once in contact continue to be connected after the connection is served 
· Law of similarity gives rise to homeopathic, or imitative magic: magic that is based of the law of similarity and the law of contagious gives arise to contagious magic

Homeopathic magic 
· Causal relationship between things that appear to be similar
· Similarity can be physical of behavioral
· Most familiar kind of this is image magic 
· Practice of making an image to represent a living person or animal, which can then be killed or injured through doing things to the image
· Not specifically seen as magic rituals 
· Increase rite: fertility rituals that function to facilitate the successful reproduction of the totem animal
· Traditional herbal medicine is based on the doctrine of signature: the belief that signs telling of a plant’s medicinal use are somehow embedded within the structure and nature of the plant itself

Contagious magic 
· Based that were once in contact always maintain a connection
· Rabbit is a successful animal 
· They are a prey but many are still alive 
· They are considered lucky, if we carry a part of them on us the luck will rub on us
· Sweaty shirt work by one of your professors in the classroom would get a very different reaction than would a shirt that had been worn by your favorite star or actor 
· Contagious magic often requires hair, nail cutting, even a belonging, and you can do your worst to the person it came from 

The function of magic
· We find magic where the element of danger is conspicuous 
· Athletes frequently attempt to control “luck” through magical behavior 
· As long as I’m winning, I go everything the same

Why magic works
· I find a coin on the sidewalk that I place in my pocket. The next day something good happens, with the presence of the coin in my pocket is responsible for my good fortune. Most likely simply coincident and nothing more.
· The human mid frequently sees coincidence as evidence of causation 
· When good luck happens, it is often attributed to some outside entity, such as a piece of clothing or object that was being worn
· Magic never appears to fail
· Magic often attempts to bring about events that will occur naturally 
· Humans are vey resistant to changing their beliefs 
· Magic to enable a student to pass an exam without studying or to be able to fly off the roof of a building is likely to fail 
· Failure is with the magician, not the magic 

 Magic in society 

Learning magic 
· First shared with a large group to learn magic 
· Then shared with a limited number of people
· Shared with one person to really deepen their knowledge and become a magician 
· Most common way to obtain magic is to learn from one’s parent, grandparent, or other kin 
· Person who desires the magic will purchase it from its owner 
· Magic disappeared because it was not passed on to the next generation

Magic ritual
· Key component of magical act it the words that are spoken in a magic ritual: spell
· Oral text is transmitted without change from generation to generation
· May even be spoken is a foreign language
· Sometimes special material or object is required for the magic to work
· Magic involves the direct manipulation of the supernatural 
· In many societies gods can be manipulated, bribed or tricked but not controlled 
· Sometimes medicine is an object in which supernatural power resides (Zande) 
· Fore (kuru disease) 

Wiccan magic 
· Neo-Pagan: revival of pre Christian religious practices 
· Magic is a central element of ritual
· Wiccans borrow freely from the magic traditions of various cultures around the world
· Sated goal, manipulation of specific objects 
· Magician builds up this energy, released at the right time to bring about the goal of the spell
· Wiccan magic is based on the worldview that there is a power that exists in all things 
· Popular objects used in Wiccan spells include, crystals, herbs, oils, candles, images, runes, specific foods
· Symbolism of color is also used
· Religion is closely connected to nature 
· Might require a consideration of the weather 
· Goal of magic meant to help with everyday challenges such as relationships, health, protection, money and employment 
· Magic is to be used only for positive purposes 

Divination
· Divination: techniques for obtaining information about things unknown including event that will occur in the future 
· Used to manipulated the supernatural world in order to provide information 
· Others forms of divination are base don the idea that the world consists of things and events that are interconnected with one another 

Forms of divination
· Are many way of accomplishing an act of divination
· Some inspirational and others noninspirational 
· Inspirational: spiritual experience such as a direct contact with a supernatural being trough an altered state of consciousness usually possession.
· Referred to as natural or emotive divination
· Noninspirational divination: forms of divination that are performed without the direct involvement of supernatural beings. 
· Also called artificial 
· Forms of more magical ways of doing divination, include reading of natural events and manipulation of oracular devices  
· Can divide divination techniques into fortuitous: forms happen without any conscious effort on the part of the individual and deliberate: are those that someone sets out to do, such as reading tarot cards or examining the liver of a sacrificed animal

Divination techniques
· Dreams, which are common for of divination
· Visits from sprits or visions of journey taken by one’s soul during sleep
· Established a connection with the supernatural world
· Oneiromancy: interpretation of dreams 
· Dreams often a source of information 
· Ancestors will appear in a dream, prescribe for the dreamer a cure for illness or a warning of what is to come 
· Presentiments: feelings that a person experiences about something that is about to happen
· Necromancy: divination through contact with the dead or ancestors 
· Signs on the body were attempts of the spirit of the dead to communication what happened and who did it 
· Knowledge can be derived from observation of living or dead animals (includes omens: fortuitous happenings or conditions that provide information)
· Ornithomancy: involves reading the path and form of a flight of birds 
· Apantomancy: refers to a chance meeting with an animal, such as a black cat crossing one’s path
· Animal does not have to be alive to be used for divination
· Haruspication: examination of the entrails of sacrificed animals
· Astrology: all the stars and planets, as well as the sun and moon, influence the destiny of people

Inspirational forms 
· Inspirational divination in a form in which an individual has direct contact with supernatural being, ancestor ghost, spirit, or god thought an altered state of mind
· Possession (fortuitous or deliberate): An altered state of consciousness that is interpreted as a deity taking control of a person’s body.
· Prophecy (fortuitous): Divination though the communication of a prophet.
· Deliberate possession involves an overt action whereby the individual falls into a trance (mediums: a practitioner who intentionally communicates with the supernatural to find information)

Ordeals
· Ordeals: are painful and often life-threatening test that a person who is suspected of guilt may be forced to undergo, such as dipping a hand into hot oil, swallowing poison or having a red-hot knife blade pressed against some part of the body.
· Ordeal is conducted by a specialist, who is licensed by the government 
· Specialist pass the knife over his own boy, ordeal is valid because he himself is not burned. The knife is then stroke over the body of the accused. If the individual is burned, he is guilty. 
· Reflected the judgment of God, who would punish the guilty and save the innocent. 

Fore divination 
· Fore believe that sorcery is the cause of the disease
· Essential elements in dealing with kuru is the identification of the sorcerer 
· Fore also consults healers 
· “Dream men” enter an altered state of consciousness through the rapid inhaling of tobacco and go into hallucinations
· They are then able to identify the sorcerer 

Divination in Ancient Greece: The oracle at Delphi
· A person wishing to consult the oracle would first sacrifice an animal and observe whether or not is was a good day to consult the oracle 

Astrology
· Stars and planets have on the lives of humans being
· Can be used to examine the life of a specific individual or to divine events of important to the whole community
· Origins in Babylonia 
· Conducted well being of the whole community 
· Casting of horoscopes did not occur until the fifth century
· Dividing the ecliptic of the sun’s orbit around the earth into 12 zones of thirty degrees each
· Most signification contributions to astrology on the part of the Greek is this attempt to chart an individual’s destiny by looking at the position of the stars on the planets
· Greeks we also get the fully developed zodiac
· Each of the twelve zones was linked to a particular animal 
· Extremely popular in the U.S today
· Even people who do not believe in divinatory abilities generally still know what their sign is and at least a little of what it is (Ex: Gemini is rule my mercury and symbolized by the twins)

Souls, Ghosts, and Death – 8 

· Edwards Tylor created animism: a belief in spirit being that animate all living things

Souls and ancestors 
· The belief in the existence of a spirit entity residing within a person appears to be a natural one that grows out of simple observations about life
· Soul: is used to label the noncorporal, spiritual component of an individual
· Soul that takes on the personality of the individual
· Soul usually has an existence after death, at least for some period of time
· Dreams soul leaves the body and travels rapidly through space
· Dangerous to wake someone up, might not be enough time for the soul to return from its travels, and the soul might be lost 
· Illness may be caused by the soul having left the body
· Soul that survives death reinforced when a loved one feels the presence of the deceased or experiences visits from the deceased in dreams 

Variation in the concept of the soul
· Soul may be full sized or small
· Reside somewhere in the body
· Soul may exist as a person’s shadow 
· Many people think of different kinds of souls that reside within the body
· Different souls may be associated with different parts of the body
· You may be born with souls, but other souls be acquired during your lifetime 

Souls, death and the afterlife 
· The concept of a soul is very closely tied to ideas about death
· Are no cultures that do not have soul-like concept and no cultures that do no believe that this soul survives the death of the body, at least for some period of time
· Different souls may have different destinations after death
· Functions of funeral rituals is to aid the souls in its journey 
· Transmigration: A situation in which a soul passes from one body to another – human, animal, inanimate object 
· Ability of a souls to survive its journey to the land of the dead may depend on the quality of the person’s life 
· Where the land of the dead, and what is it like?
· Located at a known geographic place
· Not considered a part of the normal physical world
· There may be a special place for the souls of certain social classes or occupational groups

Examples of concepts of the soul

Yup’ik souls 
· Recycling of souls 
· Newborn has the soul of someone who has recently died
· Death, the soul remains nearby for a period of time
· Animals have immortals souls 
· However this cycle based on how each treats the other 

Yanomamo spirits and souls
· Tropical forest culture area 
· Complex of souls
· Four layers
· Live on the 3rd layer
· Death is the second layer, where it moves down a trail until it encounters a spirit name wadawadariwa 
· Ask the soul whether is has been stingy (hell – fire) or generous (heaven – joins the ancestors)

Hmong souls
· People living in the mountainous regions of southeast Asia 
· Person possesses a number of souls
· Health is the result of a balance between the physical body and its souls
· Death the soul travels back to the place where the person’s placenta was been buried and puts the placenta jacket on
· Allows soul to travel where the ancestors live 

Soul in the Roman Catholicism 
· After death the destiny of each soul is determined by god 
· Primarily on the person’s behavior during life
· Heaven (sky)
· Purgatory: A place for souls who dies with lesser faults for which there has been no repentance or which the penalty is not wholly paid during the lifetime, meaning to clean or purify 
· Pardonable, requiring temporary punishment 

The soul in Hinduism and Buddhism 
· Hinduism
· Reincarnation: belief in immortal, eternal soul that is born again and again in different bodies
· Closely tied to the concept of karma 
· Ultimate goal is to escape from samsara and achieve moksha 
· Will require multiple lifetimes to achieve it 
· Buddhism 
· Do not believe in an immortal soul or conscious 
· Combination of five mental and physical aggregates: physical body, feelings, understandings, will and consciousness 
· A person who does this can achieve nirvana 
· Goal of Buddhism is not to go some blissful heaven, but to extinguish desire and craving and escape from the suffering of this life
· Believe in karma

How do you get to heaven?
· Americans believe there is a heaven (81%)
· Belief that it is one’s actions or deed that allow one to get into heaven
· Only through belief in god that one enter heaven
· 70% stated that there are other paths, 80% included at least one non-Christian religion in their answer 

Ancestors 
· Ancestors: becomes part of the group of supernatural being that are important to the living
· In some cultures the ancestors at as a moral force, punishing their descendants for misbehavior
· Not all souls become ancestors

Yoruba Ancestors
· Yoruba of west Africa, ancestors play vey important roles 
· Family ancestors and deified ancestors
· Limited number become family ancestors 
· Most important tasks are to perform rituals for the family ancestors 
· Defied ancestors are those with greats powers and worshipped at shrines throughout the region
· Ancestors may be thought as gods with humans origins 
· Person has been good in like, he or she will lead a pleasant existence
· Those who behaved badly will suffer 

Being ancestors and reincarnations 
· Wrugbe, one of many invisible spirit villages
· The spirit is reborn as a human baby
· The individual exists both as a reincarnated being on the earth and at the same time as an ancestral spirit
· Sometimes the identity of the ancestor is known must most often remain unknown
· Infant should die before cord falls off, there is no funeral or public recognition of the death because the child’s spirit had never entered the world of the living

Tana toraja ancestors 
· Horticular people living in small villages growing rice and raising water buffalos (Indonesia)
· Ritual also includes the offering of food and the sacrifice of animals 
· The torajans clearly separate physical death from social death
· The brain might cease functioning, but the hear is kept artificially beating 
· Physical death is associated with the cessation of breathing and heartbeat 
· Social death has not, for death stretched out over an extended period of time 
· Social pronouncement of death does not take place for weeks
· Body is still referred to as a person with a fever 

Ancestors and the departed in Japan
· Japan, household-level religious activities main means of contacting the supernatural 
· There are four key household roles for the living; the master and mistress of the house, the heir and his bride
· Any of these roles are empty household is essentially incomplete
· Death, the body is disposed of within a few days, soul enters a period of uncertainty 

Determining Death
· Determining when a person is dead is not as simple as it seems
· Cultural interpretation of a series of biological events 
· Pulls cord attached to outside feels so that if a person was buried alive 
· Focused on the hear versus the brain
· Are you dead if you have no brain activity but your heart it still beating?
· Modern medicine has defined death as the cessation of brain activity 
· Organ donation is the claim by some transplant recipients that they take on some qualities or personality traits of the donor (clearly rooted in cultural beliefs about the soul)

Bodies and souls 
· Soul and body are disconnected but one or the other remains closely connected with the world of the living 

Ghosts 
· Difference between soul and ghosts 
· Both manifestations of an individual after deal 
· A souls is essentially good but can bring misfortunate to the family if they are neglected or the family fails to perform the appropriate funeral rituals 
· Ghost:  Essentially a negative force and tends to remain in the vicinity of the community, cam bring about illness and other misfortune; they have to be dealt with 

Dani ghosts 
· Dani of New guinea dies, a supernatural elements called the mogat leaves the body
· The mogat remains near the community and the family and becomes a ghost 
· Troublesome
· Dani reluctant to travel is the dark for fear of being accosted by ghosts 
· Major function of a funeral is to make the ghost happy and to keep it away from the community 
· Ghost of a person has been killed in war has to be given a “fresh blood funeral” way more elaborate 
· Many ways to keep ghosts happy and to control the negative influence
· Food is always given to ghosts 
· Dani build small structure called ghost houses, outside the villages as place where the ghosts can live 

Bunyoro ghosts 
· Live in the east Africa cattle culture area 
· Cause illness 
· Ghost will bring misfortune to that individual’s relatives and descendants as well
· Ghosts are never seen except in dream
· Techniques for capturing them
· Beliefs in ghosts play an important role in Bunyoro society
· Gives explanation for things that happen
· Ghosts will cause trouble if it was treated poorly while living 
· Encourages people to behave properly toward family members 

Japanese ghosts 
· That at death an individual is transformed into an impure spirit
· Next seven years the family persons various rituals of purification as the spirit becomes an ancestral spirit
· Ancestral spirit, it watches over the family and helps in time of crisis 

Living dead: vampires and Zombies 
· Stories of resurrection from death are found in the mythology of many religious traditions
· Stories are told of those who die but later return to life 
· Can be seen as positive or negative 

Vampires
· Much of U.S vampire lore based on Dracula 
· Focus of many popular books and movies 
· Creature that was considered to be real throughout much of Europe
· Believed to be someone who had recently died but who has returned to bring death to others 
· Corpse decays, it becomes bloated with gas
· Red coloration of the ski, appearance of full abdomen 
· Gas also pushed blood into the mouth
· All decomposing bodies would show there “vampire” features
· People who were most likely to be labeled vampire were those who were considered difficult, unpopular or great sinners during their life time

The Viking draugr 
· Viking believed that dead bodies continue to be animated in way within the grave 
· Two main types; which remained within its burring mound/ an animated corpse that could wander the country side
· Physically black or blue as death or pale as a corpse 
· Magical abilities including shape shifting, controlling the weather, and seing the future 
· Cannot be killed by normal means 

Haitian Zombies 
· They are most closely associate with Haiti and the religion of vodou 
· Haitian zombies themselves are not to be feared 
· Fear is associated with zombies is the fear of being made into one 
· Soulless creatures, animated for a life of slavery on a plantation
· Zombie powder = dried puffer fish 

Zombies in modern America culture 
· Zombies driven to eat flesh 
· Popular culture association of zombies and eating brain
· Supernatural figures reflect our contemporary fears and anxieties 
· Fear of losing our individuality to become part of the zombie and horde and apocalyptic 
· Often said to have been created due to radiation or government 
· Surpassing even vampire in their popularity
· Zombies menace the entire human race and are portrayed as mindless, shambling and decaying 
· Element of comedy is also present in modern zombies portrayals 

Death rituals
· Death rituals or funeral can be thought as a rites of passages 
· Death rituals also provide a way of channeling behavior in what can be highly emotional state 

Funeral rituals
· Funerals permit and channel expressions of grief
· Length of time that is set aside for grieving if often limited
· The close relatives are expected to once again take up their lives
· Murngin of Australian funeral rituals actually begin before death
· Corpse is keep in the house between the time the person physically dies and the beginning of the funeral, wailing does not occur, and the family remains calm
· Funeral finally begins
· Particular time when its appropriates to cry and wail
· Wailing is loud and expresses both grief and sympathy (cover their face and touch the body)
· Funerals are both for the living and the dead 
· Fate of the soul depends on the proper rituals being performed correctly by the family 
· Are many ways in which living and dead are separated 
· Personally property of the deceased is destroyed 
· This eliminates anything that might attract the soul and encourage it to stay
· Or build some type of barrier that ghosts will not cross 

Disposal of the body
· In some cultures burial takes place quickly
· Others the body may be kept for several days or even longer before burial

Burial
· Where the body is buried 
· Scared place for burials
· Cemetery may be restricted to a particular ethnic group or social class
· Bodies are not always place in special places (near houses – occurs frequently when the soul becomes an ancestor and the family wishes to keep the ancestor close by)
· Sometimes the boy is oriented in a particular direction (head often positioned in the direction of sacred place)
· Often body is prepared in some way (sometimes painted)

The African burial ground 
· People of European ancestry built churches with adjacent cemeteries within the city limits
· Salves, ad to buy their dead on land outside the city limits that was set aside for this purpose 
· Cemetery containing the remains of salves was discovered in New york city in 1991 
· Dates from the 18 century was in used until 1795 
· 400 skeletons were removed for analysis and later reburied 
· Cultural items were placed into the coffin with the body
· Coffins were oriented with the heard to the west (not sure why)
· 10,000 people were buried in the cemetery 

Secondary burials
· Funeral rituals sometimes included two burials 
· Second takes place at a later time 
· Marks the end
· Digging up, processing and rebuying the body is some way
· Any remaining flesh is then removed from the bones, bones are washed
· Some of the small bones are keep as relics by close relatives

Cremation 
· Not as common as burial 
· Reaction against the process of decay 
· Way to destroy the corpse so that the soul is cut off
· Less land is available for cemeteries 
· More economical 

Mummification 
· Other cultures stress the importance of maintaining the integrity of the body 
· Egyptians developed a process of mummification to preserve the body
· Complex and time consuming 
· Remove as much of the water in the body as possible by burying it in the mineral natron for 70 days 
· Internal organs were removed and preserved in jars
· Body was then wrapped in additional linen and hot resin way painted on the wrapping to form a hard layer
· Entire body was wrapped in a cast made of linen and plaster 

Exposure 
· Possibility is to exposure the bod to the elements or to be consumed by animals
· Very effectively and quickly reduces the body to just bones
· Group was unsuitable for burial in some conditions

U.S death rituals in the 19th century 
· Likely die at home 
· Once death occurred, the close members of the family took responsibility for the preparation of the body burial
· Body was ritually washed and groomed 
· Corpse was placed in a coffin 
· Body was stayed in the home for one to three days in the parlor 
· Furniture was removed, mirrors were covered and black crepe was hung 
· Final viewing of the bod before continuing 
· Body would finally be buried 
· World was 2 – remains shipped home to be buried with proper ceremony in the family plots 
· Embalming was practiced beginning in the 1840’s to preserve medical cadavers 
U.S funeral rituals today
· Tremendous variations especially with those of immigrants 
· Today most people in the u.s die in hospitals or nursing homes 
· Death is announces in newspaper 
· Body is then removed to the funeral home 
· Embalming to hold off the start of decay until the funeral is completed and to give the body a lifelike appearance for purposes of display
· Body is put on display
· People dressing in somber colors, and words that are said to the survivors 
· Tell stories of the decease
· Someone attends his first funeral usually at adulthood 
· Relatively short lasting (30m – 1h)
· Followed by informal fathering of family and friends
· Cremations has become more popular 
· Email condolences and websites honoring deceased

Roadside memorials
· Informal sport where death occurred 
· Cross and flowers, pictures of the deceased, and other personal items
· Traffic accidents 
· Usually appear quite quickly after the accident
· Some are temporary, but some last for years
· Sudden and unexpected 
· Displays might interfere with traffic or distract drivers
· Some states ban them other allows them, but may remove them if they are thought to interfere with traffic 

Days of death 
· Halloween
· Celtic festival called samhain 
· New years day celebrated on November 1st 
· Gates that normally separate the worlds of the living and the dead were opened and the souls who had died then move into the otherworld 
· October 31, became know as the eve of all saints 
· Day of the dead (Dia de los muertos)
· Mexican day of the dead 
· Catholic holiday (nov 1 + 2) 
· Associated with cultural contact
· Aztec culture
· Time of family reunion
· Food items are also popular 
· An altar is set up in the home with picture of saints, candles, incense, cases of flowers and portraits of the deceased
· The souls of children return first then those of adults

Witchcraft – 10

· Witchcraft: the ability of a person to cause harm by means of a personal power that resides within the body of a witch 
· Anthropologist innate ability to do evil 
· Witch does not depend on ritual to achieve his or her evil, simply misfortune to occur
· Some cultures witchcraft can be unconscious and unintentional; one can be a witch and not even know it 
· Both sexes have been accused of witchcraft 
· Individuals who exhibit antisocial behavior and peoples in relationships are targets
· Best developed discussion of witchcraft in the anthropological literature is in small scale societies (African societies)
· Used to refer to other religious phenomena 
· Believed that god could heal, individual, who practice healing arts 
· For churches witchcraft was associate with Satan 
· Led to the famous witchcraft executions in Europe and colonial America

The concept of witchcraft in small-scale societies 
· Societies witchcraft is evil 
· No good witches 
· Unlike sorcerers, who perform magic rituals to achieve their evil ends, witches simply will death and destructions 
· Power is supernatural 
· Some can fly and change into an animal
· Practice cannibalism and incest, hatred, jealousy and greed 

Witchcraft among the Azande 
· Large group in Congo 
· Every day concept of conversation 
· Mangu exist in the body of the witch (ova black swelling with stuff inside, various small objects)
· Autopsy was performed on those accused of being witches 
· Witchcraft was inherited 
· Mangu was passed down to the children from witch the parent are the same sex 

Case of witchcraft
· For the Azande it’s the operation is the specific individual witch is important not necessarily witchcraft 
· Accusations are based on real social tensions never strangers
· Accusations grow out of negative emotions and behavior 
· Case in which women is accused of causing the illness of her co-wife 
· Husband must first determine the cause of her illness, and to sort things out, he needs to consult an oracle 
· Might start by consulting Dapka inexpensive form divination withing the man himself 
· If the witch thinks someone is watching she might just stop what she is doing 
· It Dapka fails husband might consult benge witch gives yes or not answer only  
· Witch is always someone known to the victim 
· 50/50 chance of being accused 
· Women continues to be ill, then either the accused person was not sincere in cooling down her witchcraft or she did indeed stop but some other witch started
· Cycle continues until the woman recovers or dies 

An analysis of Zande Witchcraft beliefs 
· Witchcraft beliefs also embrace a system of values, which regulate human conduct 
· The Azande think of all misfortune as being due to some supernatural agency 
· If a particular activity fails because the person is not skilled, then it is not witchcraft, witchcraft is also cannot be used as an excuse for adultery if the adulterer are caught  

Sorcery, Witchcraft and AIDS
· Once the cause is determined, an appropriate response is made to cure the illness through surgery, medication and other therapies. 
· In societies that lack an extensive knowledge of modern medical theory, cause of illness and other misfortune is usually attributed to some causal agent supernatural being
· Consequences of contact is the introduction of outside disease to which the indigenous population lacks immunity 
· 1980’s first case of AIDS in rural village Haiti 
· Case of sleeping with an infected person and condoms were effective 
· First case was a teacher who had a good source of income, believed that jealousy drove a rival to pay a Vodou priest to send a “dead person” against the victim
· The nature of AIDS lend itself to interpretations of witchcraft and sorcery
· Complex disease that is not vey well understood

Euro-American witchcraft beliefs 
· Witchcraft in Europe were influenced by Christian ideas about the nature of evil
· Hebrew this spirit was called Satan, English as the devil 
· Message of the new testament is that Jesus Christ saves us from power of the devil
· Evil of witchcraft is that witches are individuals who have made a pact with the devil 

The connection with pagan religions
· Previously, sorcery had been seen as largely mechanical, a manipulation of the supernatural 
· Now sorcery became associated with the invocation of spirits 
· Sorcery had always been an antisocial behavior, hostile acts, now defined as also being hostile to god
· Spirits of sorcery were defined as demons
· Anyone doing sorcery, or for the most part any magic, was seen as calling upon the servant of Satan
· Skeptics thought Jesus was merely another sorcerer, performing magic 
· Christians the only legitimate magic became the magic performed by Jesus; all other magic was the work of the devil
· Magic and witchcraft became not just crime against society, but heresy – crimes against god
· Pagan magic and religion were all the work of the Devil, part of his plan to lure people away from the truth of Christianity 
· The pagan gods and goddesses were thus redefined by Christians as servants of Satan
· Roman empire several code had declared that crimes against god were worthy of punishment 
· Bishop began holding Inquisitions: a unit of the roman catholic church that convened to judge cases of heresy 
· Most sentences appear to have been penances such as wearing a cross sewn to one’s clothes or going on a pilgrimage 

The witchcraze in Europe 
· End of the middles ages, witches were believed to be individuals, both male and female, who had formally repudiates Christianity and made a pact with the devil
· Witches ride by night to have a secret nocturnal meetings 
· Believed to have orgies, to engage in sacrificial infanticide and cannibalism 
· Lasted for about 200years, began actively seeking out witches
· “Dark ages”, it actually was a product of Renaissance and Reformation  
· Which many people were accused, convicted and executed 
· Witches offered unbaptized children to the devil and engaged in orgies 
· Included having intercourse with the devil himself 
· Malleus spelled out what do with a witch: all witches must be arrested, convicted, and executed 
· Common questions included where and when they met the devil 
· Witchcraze did not decline until the late 1600 and early 1700 

The Witchcraze in England and the U.S
· England had no inquisitions, no roman law, and only a weak tradition of heresy
· English witchcraft remained closer to idea of sorcery 
· Hanging of a witch in new England did not occur until 1647
· By far the most famous of the witch trials in the Americas occurred in Salem in 1692 
· By the time of the trials, Salem was a rapidly growing community, one that included an extensive hinterland, and as the population grew so did pressures on the land 
· Those accused of witchcraft were primarily people living on the fringes of society
· Many were marginalized and powerless women without husbands, brothers, or sons to protect them

The evil eye
· Found primarily in India 
· Evil ye is able to cause illness or some type of misfortune simply by looking at a or praising someone or something 
· Especially in the case of babies 
· Child could become ill and perhaps die 
· Can avoid the evil eye by wearing charms
· When complimenting a person or praising a person, one makes sure to being and end the compliment with a special formula
· Spitting or particular hand gestures are also used to protect one against the malignant power of the evil
· Recognize these individuals by a mole, a prominent vein, or a mark between the eyebrows 

Witches as women
· Witchcraze, many more women were killed then men 
· Women are more likely to be witches 
· Women are weaker, stupider, more superstitious, and more sensual then men 
· Sixteenth-century Europe was unusually misogynistic 
· More men then women died from plague and from warfare
· The weaker social position of women made it easier for them to be accused 

Satanism
· Very few people actually worship Satan 
· Devil by Christians 
· Satanists do not even believe that heaven and hell exist 
· Each person is fully responsible for his or her own life 
· Lusts and desires, possibilities to be experiences 
· Satanists do not advocate or practice animal or human sacrifices 
· Satanism is a blatantly selfish brutal philosophy 
· Inherently selfish violent creatures
· Satanist believe in indulgence 
· Important to be kind to those who deserve it, one should not waste love on those who do no deserve it
· Do not turn the other check; instead seek vengeance 
· Involves sex magic, focused on healing or happiness, and destruction rituals focused on specific victims 
· Satanist think that the Wiccans are hypocrites because they limit their magic to positive uses
· Satanists use magic to benefit themselves and their friends 
· Do rituals to harm their enemies
· Most important symbol is sigil of baphomet 

Modern-Day witch hunts 
· Term witch hunt is often used to describe modern events  
· During the 1960s and 1970s, much about modern family life had changed, including shifting gender roles and rise in divorce rates
· Many American societies believed that satanic cults were sexually abusing children
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· Small scale societies drawn to more complex world
· Result in change
· How new religions will be perceived by the society at large 

Adaptation and change 
· Religion reinforces a society’s culture and worldview 
· Religious practices tend to be very conservative
· Society’s belief system is usually considered to be ancient 
· Change does occur 
· Change must occur if a society is to endure  

Mechanisms of Change 
· Discovery: A discovery is a new awareness of something that exists in the environment
· An invention: occurs when a person, using technology at hand, comes up with a solution to a particular.
· Diffusion: Apparent movement of cultural traits from one society to another 
· Stimulus diffusion: what occurs when an idea moves from one culture to another and stimulates the invention of a new trait

Acculturation
· One society might assume political and/or economic control over another. 
· Dominant = technology and wealth 
· Acculturation: the process whereby a culture received traits from a dominant society 
· Assimilated: a condition whereby a dominated culture has changed so much because of outside influences that is ceases to have its own distinct identity
· Christianity, Judaism and Islam members of these religions are excluded from practicing rituals of other religions

Syncretism
· Syncretism: is a fusing of traits from two cultures to from something new and yet, at the same time, permit the retention of the old by subsuming the old into a new form

Haitian Vodou 
· Vodou is a religion from Haiti
· Means spirit 

History of Vodou
· All slaves
· Haiti declared its independence
· Haiti is normally a catholic country 
· Vodou remains strong

Vodou beliefs 
· Vodou rituals closely resemble African rituals
· Dance and music
· Chromolithographs (coloured posters)

Santeria 
· Caribbean, Brazil where slaves were imported to work the large plantations 
· For the secrecy is the use of animal sacrifice in ritual, which has led to conflict between practitioners of Santeria and political authorities in the U.S
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· The flow of culture traits that are then adjusted to fit into the receiving culture
· Can be a direct or it can be indirect 
· Might exert itself and become a viable subculture within the larger culture 
· Revitalization movement: A movement that forms in attempt to deliberately bring about change is a society.
· Can also result from some environmental disaster such a drought or epidemic 
· A revitalization movement is one that forms is an attempt to deliberately bring about change is a society

The origins of revitalization movements
· Revitalization begins when an individual or a small group constructs a new, utopian image of society and establishes a model of this image
· Movement can become part of the mainstream or remain an isolated one

Types Revitalization movements
· Nativistic movements: a type of revitalization movement that develops in traditional societies that are threated by tee activities of more technologically advanced societies.
· Revivalistic movements: a type of revitalization movement that attempts to revive what is often perceived as a past golden age.
· Millenarian movements: a type of revitalization movement that envisions a change through an apocalyptic transformation.
· Messianic movements:  a type of revitalization movement that is based on the appearance of a divine saviour un human form who will bring about the solution to the problems that exist within the society.

Cargo cults
· Cargo cult: Means trade “goods”, religious movement occurring among small scale societies of Melanesia in response to culture contact; the movement focuses on the attainment of trade goods
· Missionaries refuse to share the magical secrets with them
· Europeans unwillingness to share many of their goods with the natives 
· Europeans stole the cargo 
· Solutions to the problem was to discover and learn the European’s magic 
· Then the people could rid the land of the outsides and permit the ancestors to land the planes and bring the cargo directly to their descendants 


The ghost dance of 1890
· The policies of the U.S. government toward native Americans in the late nineteenth century were those of forced assimilation. 
· Destruction of traditional food resources forced education at boarding schools for children
· Many communities were moved 
· The results were poverty, starvation, crime, alcoholism and the breakup of family.
· Wovoka received a “great revelation”
· Indians were no longer to lie, steal, fight or drink alcohol. 
· Given a traditional dance that lasted 3-5 nights. If people followed the rules and faithfully performed the dance, they would go to heaven
· Included many examples of syncretism 
· 200 men, women, and children lay dead
· Native American groups and the U.S government 

Neo-Paganism and revival
· The term Neo-paganism refers to pre-Christian religious traditions that have been revived an are practices in contemporary times, example of Revivalistic movements

The Wiccan movement
· Beginning of Wiccan religion can be traced to the publication of several important books.
· The witch cult in western Europe, written by anthropologist Margaret Murray
· “The burning Time” 
· Focused connection Witchcraze to the persecutions of practitioners of re-Christian religions 
· Unbroken line between pre Christian and women who were labeled s witches 
· Most wiccan practitioners today see their religion as reconstruction, not a continuation 
· Wiccan movement took off in the 1950’s 
· Largely due to the work of Gerald Gardner who whore Witchcraft today and  The meaning of witchcraft 

Wiccan beliefs and rituals 
· Wicca is a polytheistic religion
· Nature-based 
· Ritual calendar 
· Sabbats, or solar festivals, related to the god (happen seasonally) 
· Rituals themselves are varied but often begin with the casting of a circle to created a sacred space 
· Common elements include singing and chanting, the manipulation of symbols, and a ritual meal 
· Symbols include images or candle 
· Athame:  ritual knife used in wiccan rituals 
· Broom may be used to sweep and thus purify and area 
· Use of mafic is also characteristic 
· Includes both fold and ritual magic 
· Wiccan Law of return – a karma like idea 
· Wiccan rede – rule says that you can do whatever you want as long as it does not harm anyone 

The growing popularity –and persecution- of wicca
· Wicca has expanded rapidly 
· Wiccan practitioners have won court cases affirming the right to practice the religion in jail.
· The lack of sexist beliefs and discrimination in general and a focus on the female aspects
· Wicca is very flexible 
· Individuals can practice the religion alone or within a group and are free to add their own symbols
· It is a religion that is largely misunderstood 
· Reaffirming their heritage

New religious movements 
· Generally branched off of older more established religions 
· Many features in common with the older 
· Denomination: a religious group that differs on just a few points from the mainstream religion
· Challenges with the term cult

The cult questions
· Historically, a cult is a particular form or system or religious worship 
· Specific devotion to a particular person or thing 
· Cult to be small, recently created, and spiritually innovative
· Most Definitions are associated with more negative imagery
· LDS church, Jehovah’s witnesses, and the Unification Church 
· On the other side is the Anti-cult movement 
· This group targets what they consider to be dangerous and authoritarian mind control (brainwashing) and doomsday cults 
· Media Play a large part in how religious groups are perceived 
· Researchers avoid the term cult prefer the term new religious movement 

Characteristics of High demand religions
· All religious groups require their members to believe certain things and to behave in certain ways
· A cult is a Roman Catholic monastery. Monks must follow a strict schedule of sleep, work and prayer. Their diet is limited, 
· They must accept without question the decision of those in authority.
· Beliefs and behaviours 
· Long hours of work with little or no free time
· Given new names and identities to signify their break with their past lives

Mind control
· Whether or not mind control or brainwashing could or does take place
· 800 people who had joined controlled religious movements 
· He found that more than 80% dropped out within two years
· There are hardly the statistics one would expect if the groups had mind control over their members 

Genuinely dangerous religious groups 
· Questions is how to identify these groups 
· Criteria are not all clear 
· Authority claimed by the leader of the group and what that person does with this authority 
· Groups see itself as being above the law or not having a social contract with the secular state 

Examples of new religious movements
· Many of these movements remain under the radar of cultural awareness 
· New religions do not come out of nowhere 
· Derived from older religious traditions 
· Ex: Brach davidians (student of the seven seals), Unification church (moonies) 

UFO religions 
· Some new religious movements have imported elements of modern technology, such as space travel and cloning. 
· While not always seen as a religion to outsiders, most scholars consider UFOs to be within the realm of the paranormal or supernatural, thus fitting in with our definition of religion.
· The UFO groups describe extraterrestrial beings in the same way that supernatural beings are described
· UFOnauts are often seen as having been involved with the original creation of humans or the planet
· Even many of the UFO religions exhibit syncretism and significant Judeo Christian elements
· Example: Heaven’s Gate, raelians

Fundamentalism 
· Last several decades have seen as declining membership in traditional religious in the U.S 
· Replaced by growth of membership in new religions traditions, primarily neo-pagan and New Age groups and Christian fundamentalist groups 
· Are based on Christianity 
· Fundamentalist: Originated in the nineteenth century, refer to the opponents of liberal Protestantism who were urging a return to the “fundamentals of Christianity 
· Fundamentalist groups are in many ways a protest against modernization and secularization. They believe religion should be relevant to all aspects of society and perceive themselves to be caught up in a struggle between good and evil. Beliefs and actions are justified in reference to a religious text that is seen as inerrant and still relevant to modern life. These themes of fundamentalism are similar cross-culturally although individual movements have arisen in many different religions in response to specific historical circumstances

Characteristics of Fundamentalist groups
· Easier to define by what they are against than what they are for.
· Against fear and modernization
· Change is now prized over continuity 
· Fundamentalists express outrage at these trends
· Many different fundamentalist groups
· “an orientation to the modern world, both cognitive and emotional, that focuses on the protest and change on consuming themes”
· Totalism: is a reaction to the increasing separation of religion from other domains of life 
· Scriptualism: refers to the practice of justifying beliefs and actions by reference to the religious text 
· Another aspect of the importance of religious texts is the idea of the texts are relevant to life today, what Antoun calls traditioning: the idea that religious texts are relevant to life today
· Focus on the perceived struggle between good and evil

Religious Violence and Terrorism
· Although religious violence is nothing new, increase in religious violence and terrorism around the world
· Much of this violence has been referred to by the term terrorism
· Terrorism can be define as, “public acts of destruction, committed without a clear military objective, that arouse a widespread sense of fear”
· Exaggerated level of violence
· The timing and location of attacks are usually highly symbolic 
· Violence is meant to send a message 

Conclusion
· Religions exist to answer questions, to show us culturally defined correct path, to make us feel safe and secure in the world we live in 
· Any specific religion is strongly connected to the culture
· But what happens when those conditions change?
· Thus revitalization movement it born 
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