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In the age of digitalism and decreasing attention spans, holding readers’ attention can be challenging. It is easy to feel hopeless and apathetic to events around the world when there is chaos surrounding and bombarding you at all times. North Americans especially have been desensitized to the cruelties and poverty in African countries and even in their own city. A panhandler will not get a second look from a passerby hurrying to work on a weekday morning. With a boom of advanced technologies, humans are easily distracted by meaningless stimuli. In order to captivate audiences proficiently, especially the youth whose faces are stuck to some kind of electronic device, journalism had to change – and quickly. Who wants to read a boring and straight-to-the-facts story when you can provide that same information with flare and creativity? That is why books are more popular than newspapers. With that being said, gonzo journalism has skyrocketed in the age of flashy distractions. What is gonzo journalism you ask? No, it is not something out of Pulp Fiction or The Godfather. A style that is written from a subjective point of view, gonzo journalism provides vast amounts of detail, dialogue and usually includes the reporter in first-person narration. Sarcasm, exaggeration and explicit language are prevalent in this style of journalism. Immersion journalism is also very similar to gonzo journalism. Here, a reporter immerses themselves into an event or a person’s life but it’s the final experience that matters, not the writer. The father of gonzo journalism was Hunter S. Thompson, a writer who also happened to be an avid drug user. His “The Kentucky Derby Is Decadent And Depraved” piece showcases his investigative and captivating style that is gonzo journalism. This narrative style of journalism emerged in 1970 and is very similar to feature writing. The participatory role of the author in the story separates gonzo from traditional journalism and allows for a greater development of the subject at hand (ex. documentaries, features, investigative pieces about wars, politicians, taboo subjects etc.). By allowing and fostering creativity rather than just going out and finding a story, this style of journalism has rapidly developed and fascinated all sorts of audiences. “News outlets” such as VICE and Buzzfeed, are examples that portray techniques of gonzo journalism that have been woven in masterfully into almost every article or story published. Vice or other "fun"-style journalism have their roots in Gonzo and pull off a greater storytelling method than traditional journalism.
VICE magazine was founded in 1994 in Montreal, Canada. VICE is big on self-awareness and manages to pull off unique investigative pieces about all ranges of topics and broad subjects such as sex, drugs, music, and conflicts from a distinctive and exclusive viewpoint. From marijuana smokers to football fandom, VICE goes above and beyond the conventional style of print journalism we are usually exposed to. With fascinating documentaries and other visual aesthetics to enhance their pieces, VICE captures the attention of even those who didn’t think they were really into journalism or people who don’t keep up with events and issues around the world. VICE digs deeper into whatever topic they happen to be covering and they make information easy to process – how journalism should be. With the rise of VICE, other “news” or media outlets such as Buzzfeed and Upworthy have fed off VICE’s spin on gonzo journalism and have added their own personable (and fun) spin on it – with eye-catching titles and various subjects of interest. Before VICE turned into a global brand with FOX being a stakeholder, it produced a great deal of content on issues, places, and situations that tend to be neglected by "mainstream" media. It’s cool counterculture is what attracts men, women, and youth alike.
What happens behind the scenes is almost always as vital as what you get when on the record – if not more. With gonzo journalism, you not only put yourself in the middle of the action but also become fully involved in it. This in turn entrances audiences and keeps them hooked to know further. Readers feel like they are the reporter participating in whatever the action is. Relationships with characters in a piece would not exist without a gonzo journalistic approach. A more passive approach eliminates the amount of depth in the story. Outlets like VICE are free to express themselves as they please without fear of violating a contract of trust or professionalism with the reader. Keeping that in mind, it is important to portray accounts of events factually. This method of journalism digs deeper than traditional journalism. It is sometimes mistaken as fluff journalism but it is just a more creative technique that is being used to bring it to everyday people, who seem to have shorter attention spans than their predecessors.
Gonzo journalism has allowed for the development of stories to which many in the mainstream public would never otherwise be familiar with. The movie Argo is based upon a true story and is also an exemplary attempt at gonzo journalism. 
This new style of journalism tells it like it is. Gonzo journalists have no qualms about exposing situations to the public. Not only do they bring taboo subjects to life but make it more relatable and iconic by putting themselves in the story. It is a way of thinking that influences a change towards the greater good. Succeeding generations have also implemented gonzo journalism into everyday life without realizing it – through social media websites like Twitter. 
By blending fact with fantasy & featuring, gonzo journalism (especially in VICE) highlights the method behind the madness that is news reporting. A carefully constructed chaos, gonzo journalism is relentless and here to stay, defining the new age of journalism.
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