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Social Psychology and Everyday Life
SOC 2109 A

Sam Alvaro
Winter 2015



COURSE OUTLINE


Class schedule:	Wednesday 16:00 – 17:30 and Friday 14:30-16:00 
MRT218
	

Professor’s office hours: 	Monday 17:30 -19:00
				FSS 13003

E-mail:	Alvaro@uottawa.ca 

Teaching assistants:		TBC

OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION

Introduction to the theories, concepts, and methods of social psychology and the microsociological analysis of everyday life. Emphasis on socialization, presentation of self, group dynamics, and symbolic interaction.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Welcome to Sociology 2109!  This is a general survey course of social psychology, and will provide the student with a fundamental understanding of social psychology as a discipline.  It is also a course on critical thinking and its application to real world situations. While it is useful to learn sociological facts (i.e., what happened, when, who was involved), it is equally as important to consider these facts critically.  For instance, what are the sources of our facts?  Are the facts complete?  Are the sources unbiased?  We must be cautious when drawing conclusions, and aware of the complexity of the issues.  

This course will cover a wide range of topics including: What is Social Psychology and how do we explore it, as well as its theoretical underpinnings. The self: how do we identify ourselves? How are we socialized and how do our attitudes develop? What makes us deviate from the norm and conform to societies rules? 



REQUIRED TEXTS

Text: Rohall, Milkie, Lucas. (2014) Social Psychology: Sociological Perspectives. Third Edition, Canada: Allyn and Bacon. 

Please note that this book is available at Benjamin Books on Osgoode St., next to the Father and Sons Restaurant. There is a course reader for this class that can be purchased at Rytec at 404 Dalhousie St.

Additional Readings: Any additional readings will be announced in class throughout the duration of the course and will be placed on reserve in the library.  


QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS

I will be available after class for questions regarding the lecture and its materials. I can be reached via email at Alvaro@uottawa.ca.  If you do e-mail me, please indicate the course code in the e-mail subject heading, to facilitate immediate identification.  In addition, e-mail is not a preferred method of communication; e-mail should be used in situations in which quick responses can be made to singular questions.  If you do not receive a response within 48 hours, assume that I did not get your e-mail and re-send it. Also, please do not send me any attachments. 

A student’s initial contact should be with the Teaching Assistant.  Any matters which the Teaching Assistant cannot effectively resolve will be forwarded to the professor. Students should note that the following e-mails will NOT receive a response: 1) questions which can be answered had the student referred to the course syllabus; 2) requests for ‘bonus mark’ assignments to raise their grades; 3) requests for information/course notes for classes in which the student was absent; 4) technical questions about WebCT (please contact Teaching and Learning Support Services who maintains Virtual campus for these queries).

A student’s initial contact should be with the Teaching Assistant.  Any matters which the Teaching Assistant cannot effectively resolve will be forwarded to the professor. Students should note that the following e-mails will NOT receive a response: 1) questions which can be answered had the student referred to the course syllabus; 2) requests for ‘bonus mark’ assignments to raise their grades; 3) requests for information/course notes for classes in which the student was absent; 4) technical questions about WebCT (please contact Teaching and Learning Support Services who maintains Virtual campus for these queries).
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COURSE EXPECTATIONS
Class attendance is mandatory.  Students are also expected to read the material; take notes; ask questions; and engage in class discussions of the topics and themes that form the basis of this course.  This means taking part in a professional and informed debate or discussion with one’s classmates.  Occasionally, and without warning, I will call upon students to discuss a point or contribute to a discussion, so please be prepared.  Note: In the past I have given bonus marks for outstanding participation during various in-class activities.  
 
Course notes are the responsibility of each student.  The lectures are not posted on any website, nor are they made available through the library reserve.  If you are unable to attend a lecture, you should make the effort to obtain notes from a classmate. Students will be responsible for all assigned readings and material presented in class, including this outline. 
 
All students are required to have a university e-mail and internet account.  Please contact the University Computing Center if you do not have one.  Please ensure whatever e-mail address you choose to use is one that will work with your university account (if not this account then your university account should be forwarded to your main account).   
 
The dates for evaluations are indicated below.  If you are unable to turn in any of the assignments on the dates as scheduled below, it is strongly recommended that you consider taking the course at a more convenient time.  You must complete all of the assignments in order to finish this course.  Failure to complete all of the components of evaluation will result in a grade of ‘incomplete’ being assigned for the course.  
 
METHODS OF EVALUATION AND DUE DATES

Mid-Term Examinations (2x30=60%) – There will be two Mid-Term examinations scheduled during the regular class period on February 11 and March 20, 2015.

Final Examination (40%)  Official Examination Period     
The final examination will be held during the official examination period (April 15th to 28th). This examination will be based on all material presented in class and assigned readings during the term.

Note: Students should expect a two week turn around for marked evaluations
SUPPLEMENTAL AND GRADE RAISING EXAMINATIONS ARE NOT AVAILABLE

LECTURE OUTLINE

	
Jan 14
	[bookmark: _Hlk310180123]Introduction and Course Administration

	Readings 
	Reader: James S. House, “The Nature of Social Psychology and Its Place in the Curriculum of Sociology and the Social and Natural Sciences” from Within the Social World Edited by Chin and Jacobson Pearson: New York. 


	
Jan 16, 21, 23
	What is Social Psychology and how do we explore it?

	Readings 
	Text: Chapter 1 and 3 


	
Jan 28,30
	Theoretical Groundings 

	Readings 
	Text: Chapter 2 
Reader:  John F. Stolte (2001) Sociological Minitureism: Seeing the Big Through the Small in Social Psychology. Annual Review of Sociology. Vol. 27: 387-413.

Reader:  George J. McCall and J.L. Simmons, “Symbolic Interaction: Core Concepts and Principles” from Within the Social World Edited by Chin and Jacobson Pearson: New York.


	
Feb 4,6
	The Self: How do we identify ourselves?

	Readings 
	Text: Chapter 5
Reader: Bernard N. Meltzer, “Symbolic Interactionism” from Within the Social World Edited by Chin and Jacobson Pearson: New York.

Reader:  Judith A. Howard, (2000) Social Psychology of Identities. Annual Review of Sociology. Vol. 26: 367-393.


	
Feb 11
	Mid-Term Exam I

	
Feb  13,25,27
	
How are we socialized and how do we develop our attitudes?


	
Readings
	Text: Chapter 4, 6 and 9

	
Feb 15-21
	Reading Week


	Mar 4,6
	Emotions, Loving and Interpersonal Attraction


	 Readings 
	Text: Chapter 10
Reader:  Mary Claire Morr Serewicz & Elaine Gale, (2008) First-Date Scripts: Gender Roles, Context, and Relationship. Sex Roles. Vol. 58: 149-164.

Angela M. Bartoli & M. Diane Clark, (2006) The Dating Game: Similarities and Differences in Dating Scripts among College Students. Sexuality & Culture. Vol 10: 54-80.

Reader:  Dionne P. Stephens and April L. Few, (2007) Hip Hop Honey or Video Ho: African American Preadolescents’ Understanding of Female Sexual Scripts in Hip Hop Culture. Sex Cult. Vol. 11:48-69. 

	March 11,13,18
	Deviance and Conformity 

	Readings 
	Text: Chapter 7 and 8 

Reader: Bruce G. Link and Jo C. Phelan, (2001) Conceptualizing Stigma. Annual Review of Sociology. Vol. 27: 363-385.


	
March 20
	
Mid-Term Exam II


	March 25,27 Apr 1
	Deviant Subcultures

	Readings
	Reader: Marianne Apostolides, Rebecca F. Plante et al. (2008) Engaging in 
S & M Sexual Practices from Extreme Deviance. Edited by Erich Goode and Angus Vail, Pine Forge Press: London.


	Apr 8,10
	Collective Behaviour

	Readings
	Text Chapter 11

Reader: Malcom Gladwell, (2006) The Tipping Point from the New Yorker. 


	Apr 14
	Exam Review




COURSE POLICES

Students should review the undergraduate calendar, particularly the sections concerning requirements relating to courses.   

LECTURE HALL BEHAVIOUR

1. Only one person should be talking at a time.  If you must talk in class, you should do so in a quiet manner or pass notes.  People who are disrupting class will be asked to leave.   

2. All communication devices such as cell phones should be turned off. If you are expecting an urgent phone call - sit near the door and you can leave the lecture hall.

3. All audio, video or other means of electronic recording is strictly prohibited during lecture, unless express written permission is given by the professor.  
 
4. Please feel free to eat or drink in class; however please be as quiet possible. 

ASSIGNMENTS & EXAMINATIONS	

1. If you fail to attend an examination or to hand in an assignment, contact the professor as soon as possible.  Note the university does not consider missing an exam due to travel plans an acceptable excuse. 

2. If you fail to attend an examination or hand in an assignment due to illness you must have a medical note dated for that day or prior.  The medical note must be submitted within five working days of the absence.

3. If you miss an examination or fail to hand in an assignment for personal reasons, see an academic advisor as soon as possible – they will be able to help you. 

4. Failing to complete an evaluation during the examination period will require you to fill out a deferral form and submit it to your faculty.

5. Student-athletes need to have a note from their coaches if they are going to miss an evaluation.  

6. Students are asked to hand in typed assignments. As computers sometimes need to be fixed - you should always have a back up (memory stick or a printed copy).  If your computer needs to be fixed near your deadline, you must have proof that you have been working on your assignment.  You will need to show to the professor that you have been duly diligent in this situation to get an extension, for example by producing a completed draft of the assignment. 

7. If you have an issue with the marking of your evaluations, see the person who marked it first and if you still have an issue then see the professor.  Prior to meeting about your evaluation, you should have a typed, two-page summary of the issue you have with your evaluation, point out specifically where the issue is and what you believe the grade should be.  In addition, asking for your grade to be reviewed does not guarantee that the grade will be raised. Your evaluation will be entirely reappraised and the grade can go up, down or stay the same. Note: Students have two weeks from the time of receiving the mark to contact the professor to resolve the issue. 


ACADEMIC VIOLATIONS

1. The University of Ottawa Academic Calendar states that: “Academic fraud is an act by a student, which results in a false academic evaluation of that student or of another student”.  Please read the relevant sections concerning academic fraud in the Undergraduate Calendar.  Last session, most of the students found guilty of fraud were given an “F” for the course and had between three and 12 credits added to their program requirements. 

2. Plagiarism is a serious matter and will be dealt with accordingly.  All material quoted or paraphrased from any source must be properly credited.  The instructor also reserves the right to orally examine any student. 

3. For more information on that which constitutes academic fraud as well as strategies for avoiding this act, students are encouraged to consult the University of Ottawa website at http://web5.uottawa.ca/mcs-smc/academicintegrity/home.php or the Faculty of Social Sciences guide to avoiding plagiarism at :http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/undergraduate/student-life-academic-resources
 
4. Students are reminded that the use of electronic devices or any other communication tools that have not been approved beforehand are prohibited during examinations or tests. Further, any such device or tool must be shut off, stored and out of reach. Anyone who fails to comply with these regulations may be charged with academic fraud.



WHERE TO GET HELP

1. If you are having problems with the class, see me during office hours or contact one of the teaching assistants.

2. If you are having general academic problems see the Centre for Academic Success or the Writing Centre.  

3. If you are having other problems, see an academic advisor.

4. Accommodation for students with disabilities and/or special needs is available provided students requiring accommodation register first with the Centre for Special Services,  85 University room 339 (613) 562-5976.
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An Article by Frank Furedi	

I refuse to hand it to students on a plate:  Lectures must be a good starting point for inquiry, not an easy ride.

Students are often confused and sometimes resentful when I tell them that I don't have any lecture notes to hand out. Back in January, I received an email from one aggrieved individual who was offended because I refused to send her the notes from one of my lectures. Even though she was not a student at my university, she felt that there was a universal entitlement to possess my lecture notes.

Between you and me, I have to confess that my notes are barely decipherable. They usually consist of two sides of A4. Normally I work out six or seven important themes and scribble down three or four points to illustrate them.

I then leave it for a few weeks and, in the intervening time between writing the notes and delivering the lecture, I add ideas here and there.

It may sound like a cop-out, but they are notes that are continually in a state of evolution, rather than a finished product. And I do not think that - at least in my discipline, sociology - they should represent the final word on a topic.

But the main reason I don't hand out my notes has little to do with my reluctance to part with unfinished work. In principle, I think handing out lecture notes is a really bad idea. Indeed, I would say that the current custom of distributing lectures or putting notes and slides on the web symbolizes the growing estrangement of universities from a culture of studying. Handouts are the equivalent of the idiot's guides of yesteryear, best exemplified by the six-page summary of Plato's Republic I received as a second-year undergraduate. A handout culture helps foster a climate where ideas are not taken seriously.

There are a number of compelling reasons why handing out notes sends the wrong signals to students. Students should at least attempt to interpret lectures. The act of interpretation is important for learning how to engage with new ideas. Taking lecture notes is in itself an important exercise of interpretation and discrimination: learning to distinguish between essential and non-essential points ensures that a lecture does not become a passive experience. Some students don't take any notes or hardly any at all. In some cases, this may be due to laziness or because they are distracted by other things. In others, it may represent the astute observation that very little of significance was transmitted through the lecture. Whatever the approach adopted, a good lecture serves as a point of departure for thinking about the subject.

What constitutes a good starting point is not necessarily the last word on the subject. Inexperienced lecturers sometimes say too much. And often we are tempted to finish our lecture with a decisive summary of the subject.

Sometimes this tactic is appropriate, but leaving a few issues up in the air helps encourage students to go off and think for themselves. I hope that they will leave the lecture hall enthused and follow up a lecture by reading a few texts. Lectures should serve as a catalyst, not as a definitive statement.

Handing out lecture notes is a bad idea for three more reasons. The availability of such notes discourages studying and reading. It also encourages a habit of taking short cuts. Instead of studying and working through problems, students are encouraged to internalize ready-made answers and conclusions. Finally, and not unimportantly, the distribution of notes serves as a disincentive to attend lectures.

But is that necessarily a problem? I think it is, since lectures and seminars can serve as a common focus for student discussion. They are the experiences that students have in common as part of an academic community.

Do we really want to blow this away just because we want an easy life?

First published in the Times Higher Education Supplement, 25 March 2005


RESOURCES FOR YOU

FACULTY MENTORING CENTRE - http://www.sciencessociales.uottawa.ca/mentor/fra/ 
The goal of the Mentoring Centre is to help students with their academic and social well-being during their time at the University of Ottawa. Regardless of where students stand academically, or how far along they are in completing their degree, the Mentoring Centre is there to help them continue on the path to success. 

A student may choose to visit the Mentoring Centre for very different reasons: talking to older peers to gain insight into programs and services offered by the University, or to simply brush up on study skills (time management, note-taking, exam preparation, etc.). 

In sum, at the Mentoring Centre, you can discuss all things academic and everything about life on campus with mentors who are social science students themselves and trained to answer all your questions. 

ACADEMIC WRITING HELP CENTRE - http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/ 
The Academic Writing Help Centre provides free, individualized help and advice for writing academic assignments. With the help of our advisors, you learn to correct your errors, to write well independently, to improve your critical analysis and to sharpen your argumentation skills—everything you need to master the official language of your choice. 

CAREER SERVICES -  http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/careers/ 
This unit provides an array of career-development services and resources designed to help students identify and put forward the critical skills they need to enter the work force. 

COUNSELLING-SERVICE -  http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/personnel 
There are many reasons to call on the Counseling Service, including: 
· personal counselling 
· career counseling 
· study skills counseling

ACCESS SERVICE -  http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/acces/ 
The University has always strived to meet the needs of individuals with learning disabilities or with other temporary or permanent functional disabilities (hearing/visual impairments, sustained health issues, mental health problems), and the campus community works collaboratively so that you can develop and maintain your autonomy, as well as reach your full potential throughout your studies. You can call on a wide range of services and resources, all provided with expertise, professionalism and confidentiality. 

If barriers are preventing you from integrating into university life and you need adaptive measures to progress (physical setting, arrangements for exams, learning strategies, etc.), contact the Access Service right away: 
· in person at the University Centre, Room 339 
· online at http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/access/registration/ 
· by phone at 613-562-5976 

Deadlines for submitting requests for adaptive measures during exams 
· midterms, tests, deferred exams: seven business days before the exam, test or other written evaluation (excluding the day of the exam itself).
· final exams: 
· November 15 for the fall session 
· March 15 for the winter session 
· Seven business days before the date of the exam for the spring/summer session (excluding the day of the exam itself). 

STUDENT RESOURCES CENTRE - http://www.communitylife.uottawa.ca/en/resources.php 
These centres strive to meet all sorts of student needs. 


BE AWARE OF ACADEMIC FRAUD

Academic fraud consists of dishonest and wrongful acts on exams, tests or assignments, resulting in flawed grades and assessments. The University does not tolerate academic fraud, and anyone found guilty of this behaviour is liable to severe penalties. 

Here are some examples of academic fraud: 
· Plagiarizing or cheating in any way; 
· Presenting falsified research data; 
· Submitting an assignment of which you are not the sole author ;
· Presenting the same work from another course without written permission from the professors concerned. 

With the development of the Internet these past years, it has become much easier to detect plagiarism. Indeed, given the powerful tools now at their disposal, your professors can, by typing a few simple words, readily trace the exact source of a text on the Web. 

For more information on fraud and how to avoid it, you can refer to the Faculty web page, which offers tips to help you with your studies and the writing process for university-level projects at the following address: http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/undergraduate/student-life-academic-resources.
You can also refer to the Faculty web page for information on plagiarism in university assignments: http://web5.uottawa.ca/mcs-smc/academicintegrity/home.php.

Persons who commit or try to commit academic fraud, or who are accomplices in fraud, will be penalized. Here are some of the possible sanctions: 
· a grade of F for the assignment or course in question; 
· the imposition of three to 30 more credits as a condition of graduation; 
· suspension or expulsion from their faculty. 

To consult the regulation, go to: http://www.uottawa.ca/governance/regulations.html#r72.


Student Information Sheet

Please answer the questions below and return this sheet to the instructor.


Last Name: _______________________ First Name: _____________________

Email: ______________________________________

Major: _______________________________________

Why are you taking this class? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


What do you hope to get out of this class? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there any topic you would like covered this class or do you have a special interest in one particular topic? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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