Week 7 – Wednesday March 4th 

Sociology Social Psychology 

Emotions, Love and Interpersonal Attraction

Interpersonal Attraction
· a positive attitude held  by one person toward another person

Stages of Development and Outcome of relationships
· who is available?
· What determines with whom we come into contact?
· Who is desirable?
· What the determinants of attraction?
· How to friendship and love develop?
· What is love?
· What determines whether love thrives?

Levels of Pair Relatedness

0. Zero Contact (two unrelated persons)
1. Awareness (unilateral attitudes or impressions; no interaction
2. Surface contact (bilateral attitudes; some interaction)
3. Mutuality (a continuum) (minor intersection)
-
- Moderate intersection
-
- Major intersection

Who is Available?
· some factors tht influence whom we select:
· our daily routines make some more accessible
· proximity makes it more rewarding to interact with some people rather than others
· familiarity produces a positive attitude toward tho with whom we repeatedly come into contact 

Who is desirable?
· we choose among available candidates, based on several criteria
· Social norms tell us what kinds of people are appropriate as friends, lovers, and mentors.
· We prefer a more physically attractive person, for esthetic reasons and because we expect rewards from associating with that person
· We choose based n our expectations about the rewards and costs of potential relationships 

What is Considered Attractive?
· physically attractive individuals have more opportunities for sexual relationships
· college student in one study were willing to lie about themselves to win dates with physically attractive partners
· lack of extreme asymmetry 
· women with
· low waist hip to hip ratios (WHR)
· lustrous, shiny hair
· large eyes and a small nose 
· Men with 
· Masculine features 
· A large jaw and a medium sized nose 
· Positive behaviors (smiling, helping) make individual appear more attractive 

Norm of Homogamy 
· a norm requiring that friends, lovers, and spouses be similar in age, race, religion, and socioeconomic status
· research shows that homogamy is characteristic of all types of social relationships from acquaintance to intimate 

Matching Hypothesis 
· the idea that each of us looks for someone who is of approximately the same level of social desirability
· the matching hypothesis is supported by analyses of singles ads

Attractiveness Stereotype
· belief that “what is beautiful is good”.
· Research finds that we believe physically attractive people have more favorable personality traits and are more likely to be successful
· More than 70 studies found that attractiveness has a moderate influence on how sensitive, kind, and interesting a person is
· It has less influence on judgments of intelligence, and no influence on judgments of integrity

Students in one serious of studies were asked:
· what is the minimum percentile of intelligence you would accept in considering someone for:
· a date
· a sexual partner
· a one night stand
· a steady dating partner
· a marriage partner

Evolutionary Perspective on Attractiveness 
· according to the evolutionary perspective, men and women have an evolved disposition to mate with healthy individuals, so that they will produce healthy offspring, who will in turn mate and pass on their genetic code
· thus, we prefer young, attractive partners because they have high reproductive potential

Exchange Theory 
· people evaluate interactions and relationships in terms of the rewards and costs that each is likely to entail
· they calculate likely outcomes by subtracting anticipated costs from anticipated rewards
· if the expected outcome is positive, people are inclined to initiate or maintain the relationship
· if the expected outcome is negative, they are unlikely to initiate a new relationship or to stay in an ongoing relationship

Scripts
· The development of relationships is influenced by an event schema or scripts
· A script specifies:
· The definition of the situation (a date, job interview, or sexual encounter)
· The identities of the social actors involved
· The range and sequence of permissible behavior
· Homework: write out script for date 

Friday March 6th/2015

The Determinants of Liking
· How much we like someone is determined by three factors:
· The greater the proportion of similar attitudes, the more they like each other 
· Shared activities become an important influence on our liking for another person as we spend time with them
· We like those who like us; as we experience positive feedback from another, it increases our liking for them 

Gender Differences in Sexuality 
· Men and women differ in their criteria for sexual partners
· But their criteria for long-term partners are very similar
· Compared to women, men perceive more sexuality in an interaction between a man and woman
· This is true whether they are participants or observers
· However, men see interactions involving their sister as platonic 

In one study, students were approache by another student of the opposite sex, who said:
· “I have been noticing you around campus. I find you very attractive”
· This was followed by one of three invitations:
· “Would you go out tonight?”
· “Would you come over to my apartment?”
· “Would you go to bed with me?”

Survey results:
· Go out = about half say yes  for men and women 
· Go to Apartment = men were about 70% yes, women were about 8% to say yes 
· Go to bed = men were more likely to say yes about 75%, not a single women said yes 

Cultural Norms About Sexuality 
· Cultures vary in acceptance of premarital sex, extramarital sex, and appropriateness of sex without love 
· American, on average:
· Begin kissing at around age 14-15
· Begin having intercourse around age 17 
· Japanese begin kissing at around age 20/ have intercourse at age 22 or 23

Who should pay on the first date?
· In class research 
· 60% said male should pay
· 27% said share
· 2% said female should pay 
· Female opinion
· 60% male should pay
· 30% shared
· 12% whoever invited 
· Male opinion 
· 69% said male should pay
· 33% shared
· 3% whoever invited 
· This becomes part of the dating script (who should pay) 

What is a date?
· Our in-class gender- based research on the steps of a date 
· From a guys perspective + girls perspective 
· Make arrangements (50%) +(27%)
· Ask her out (31%) + girls get prepared (12%)
· They pick her up (31%) +  girl gets picked up(63%) 
· Location: diner (75%), movies (50%) other activities (38%) + (67%/53%/16%) 
· Engage in conversation: get to know each other more (31%) + (41%) 
· The guy pays (19%)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Physical contact, kisses/more (38%) + (45%) 
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