Chapter 7: How do friendships change from early childhood to middle childhood? 


2-6 years old

6-12 years old


_____________________________________________________________________________________
1. The social needs children seek out and expect from their friendships change from early to middle childhood.

	Early Childhood: 2-6 year olds
	Middle Childhood: 6-12 year olds

	Social Needs:

playmate

	Social Needs:

· Reciprocal trust
· Expectation of exclusiveness
· Best friend

· Best friend is the same sex

	Parten’s (1932) Stages of Play
	

	Parallel Play – 

· Able to play side by side 

· sit w/ other kid
· No interaction

	

	Associative Play – 

· Brief interactions
· Brief comments
· No joint activities yet

	

	Cooperative Play –  3-4 years old
· able to engage in joint activities

· requires sharing, turn-taking
· requires group-entry skills

	


2. There is a stronger preference for same-sex friendships in middle childhood (relative to early childhood). For instance, in middle childhood, friendship selection is based more on sex than any other variable (i.e., age or race).
3. Interactional differences in same-sex friendships are more pronounced in middle childhood (relative to early childhood). When girls interact in same-sex friendships, an enabling style can be observed. 
When boys interact in same-sex friendships, a restricting or constricting style can be observed. 
4. In middle childhood, physical aggression decreases but relational and retaliatory aggression increase.
	Nature of Aggression in Early Childhood
	Nature of Aggression in Middle Childhood

	- physical – peaks in early childhood (2-3)
	Relational – use aggression to damage another’s

status or self-esteem
e.g. social exclusion

       slander
Retaliatory – use aggression to get back at someone
· due to a greater understanding of
intent in middle childhood (realize

other kids are purposely doing it)



5. Peer status is a stronger predictor of bullying interactions in middle childhood relative to early childhood.
a. What is the difference between aggression and bullying?
In common:
· both must be intentional (not on accident)

Bullying

· power not equal (bully has more power)
· repetitive – bully targets victim more than once
b. How do researchers typically measure a child’s peer status? Peer nomination
· Each student (in a classroom) is asked to answer the following two questions:
i. If you could invite only five people from your class to your birthday party, whom would you invite? 
Popular status – most
Average status –

Neglected status – total of 1 or 2
ii. Is there someone that you would not invite to your birthday party?

Rejected status – not accepted (kicked out)


    - 2 types

1) aggressive 



2) withdrawn
c. Research Findings: How does peer status influence bullying interactions?
Bully – popular status children
Victim – neglected status

* Rejected status – bully/victim
