Sociology of Deviance 

Perspectives and Theories 
· Some sociologists say that deviance is a violation of any social rule 
· Others say deviance involves more than rule violation; also has the quality of provoking disapproval, anger, or indignation 
· Some advocate a broader definition, arguing, that a person can be deviant without violating any rule or doing something that rubs others the wrong way 
· Some sociologists contend that deviance is not only “negative” but “positive” 
· Others consider this an oxymoron and therefore is not a valid theory 
· Deviance is real in and of itself, endowed with a certain quality that distinguishes it from non-deviance 
· Assumption: if it isn’t real in the first place it cannot be considered positive, negative, or disvalued 
· Other sociologists disagree, saying that deviance doesn’t have to be real in order for behaviours and conditions to be labeled deviant 
· Committing a deviant act doesn’t make the person deviant, especially when the act is kept secret, unlabeled by others as deviant 
· The label “deviant” – not the act itself- that makes the individual deviant 
· Some define deviance by stressing the importance of power 
· Observe that relatively powerful people are capable of avoiding the fate suffered by the powerless 
· Positivist Perspective 
· Associated with the sciences (phys, chem, bio) 
· Constructionist Perspective 
· Fundamental in the humanities (art, language, philo) 
· Each of the above perspectives influence how scientists and scholars see, study, and make sense of their subject
· Sociology of Deviance 
· Positivist defines as positively real 
· Constructionist defines deviance as a social construction 
· Positivist perspective called objectivist, absolutist, normative…ect 
· Constructionist perspective called humanist, subjectivist, relativist, reactivist, ect…
· Each perspective suggests how to define deviance, but reveals what subject to study, what method to use, and what kind of theory to use to make sense of the subject 

Positivist Perspective 
· 3 assumptions about deviance 
1. Absolutism 
a. Deviance is absolutely real 
b. Possess some qualities that distinguish it from conventionality 
2. Objectivism 
a. Deviance as an observable object 
b. A deviant person is like an object, a real something that can be studied objectively 
3. Determinism 
a. Deviance as determined behaviour 
b. Deviance is determined or caused by forces beyond the individuals control 
c. How one exercised their free will 
d. Absolutely real in that it has certain qualities that distinguish it from conventionality 
e. An observable object in that a deviant person is like an object and can thus be studied objectively 
f. Determined by forces beyond an individuals control 

Constructionist Perspective 
· 3 assumptions to counter the positivist 
1. Relativism 
a. Deviance as a label 
b. An act appears deviant because that is how people view it 
c. Deviance is a mental construct expressed in the form of a label 
d. Socially constructed, defined as such by society 
e. Constructionists focus on the people who label others as deviant (ex. Police) 
f. Relativity Principle 
i. Behaviour gets defined as deviant relative to a given norm or standard of behaviour, to the way people react to it 
g. Deviance, like beauty, is in the eye of the beholder 
2. Subjectivism 
a. Deviance as a subjective experience 
b. The supposedly deviant behaviour is a subjective, personal experience and the supposedly deviant person is conscious, feeling, thinking, and reflective subject. 
c. We must adopt the internal, subjective views rather than the external, objective one. 
d. Need to take an empathetic approach and show our appreciation with the deviant 
3. Voluntarism 
a. Deviance as a voluntary act 
b. Deviant behaviour is a voluntary act, an expression of human volition, will, or choice 
c. Emphasize that human beings, because they possess free will and choice making ability, determine their own behaviour 
· Deviant behaviour isn’t real in and of itself; it’s basically label 
· Deviant behaviour is a subjective experience and therefore should be studied with subjectivity and empathy 
· Deviant behaviour is a voluntary self willed act 

· We may see deviant behaviour as being both a real act and a label, one cannot live without the other 

· If there’s no real act, there’s no deviant behaviour: if there’s no label, there’s no deviant behaviour 
· In order to use the label deviant, the behaviour must occur 
· Positivist perspective more relevant to the study of what society considers relatively serious types of deviant behaviour 
· These forms of deviant behaviour can be defined as really deviant 
· People who commit serious crimes, generally come from a lower class than those who study them, therefore making it easier for positivists to study them objectively 
· Natural for positivists to study these deviants as if they were passive objects rather than active subjects 
· Constructionist perspective more pertinent to the less serious kinds of deviance
· Lack of consensus in society as to whether the less serious forms of deviant behaviour is indeed deviant 
· So-called deviants may engage in deviant acts that constructionist may enjoy participating in as well, and therefore they can empathize with the so called deviants and consider their subjective experience useful for understanding deviance 
· Since constructionist can empathize with the deviants, it is more natural for them to consider the deviants as active subjects rather than passive objects 
· The types of deviant behaviour differ in the amount of public consensus regarding their deviant nature 
· Deviant behaviour actually means being more or less rather than completely deviant 
· Higher consensus deviance 
· Type that has often been studied by positivist sociologists 
· Lower consensus deviance 
· Type that has often been studied by constructionist sociologists 
· Deviance vs. Crime 
· Crime always involves violating a law, but deviance does not 
· Most deviances aren’t crimes 
· Crime is a violation of a formal norm, but deviance is a violation of an informal norm 
· The number of deviances is higher than those of crimes 
· Crimes can be behavioural in nature 
· Deviances include more than behaviours and even more beliefs and attitudes 
· Few crimes are not deviant because they are socially acceptable 



· What makes people unique is what also makes them deviant 
· Demonology, notion of witchcraft 
· Pathological, medical condition, behaviour is cancerous to society 
· Society is like a body 
· Relativistic, rule breaking 
· Danger Behaviour 
· 4 Types of Deviance – Becker 
1. Conformist- they conform to everything they are told to do 
2. Falsely accused deviant- deviant labels applied to people incorrectly 
3. Secret Deviant- student cheats on exams- what you see isn’t always reality 
4. Pure Deviant- someone who disobeys the rules publicly. Someone who has accepted the definitions of themselves 
· Not all rules are enforced all the time 
· May be broken, but the way they approach them is different 
· Enforcement of a rule is an enterprising act 
· Enforcement occurs in society only when they can be enforced 
· Some people will call the police and file a complaint 
· Personal interest, sometimes when enforcing the law, it’ll have consequences in other areas of the law and therefore they wont enforce the law 
· Example, G20 Summit 
· Rule Creators- crusading reformers 
· Rule Enforcer- someone who really believes that it’s their job 
· Will respond to pressures in their work environment, but usually by the book 
· Rule makers have an impact 
Overall Perspectives
· Positivist 
· 1. Absolutism, can actually study people 
· 2. Objectivism, emotional detachment 
· 3. Determinism 
· Constructionist 
· 1. Relativism, deviance doesn’t arise from the behaviour
· 2. Subjectivism, understand subject can be studied 
· 3. Voluntarism 
Positivist 
· Anomie Strain Theory 
· 3 Major Theorists 
· Robert K Merton 
· Structural Functional perspective 
· Anomie, the breakdown of social norms that results from societies urging people to be ambitious but failing to provide them with the opportunities to succeed 
· Emphasizing how the strain generated in people by anomie or other social conditions causes them to commit deviant acts 
· Goal Means Gap 
· Society encourages the individual to engage in deviant acts 
· Deviance will occur if society encourages it by pressuring individuals to commit it 
· U.S. society heavily emphasizes the cultural value of success 
· Cultural goal of success is freely available to all people, regardless of their backgrounds
· In contrast, legitimate means of achieving the high success goal aren’t freely available to all people 
· Many lower class people resort to illegitimate means of achieving their success aspirations 
· “Contemporary American Culture”, continues to be characterized by a heavy emphasis on wealth as a basic symbol of success, without a corresponding emphasis upon the legitimate avenues on which to march toward this goal  
· Social Structure and Anomie 
· Typology of Adaptation 
· Based on the view that was based on materialism, means people used to achieve 
· Durkheim 
· Referred to anomie as the absence of social norms, which he equated with the failure of society to rein in its members limitless pursuit of material success 
· Assumed that the lack of this normative control causes deviance 
· Similar to Freud’s assumption that deviance will break out if society fails to discourage it by restraining individual impulses 
· Used anomie to describe the function of society 
· Function institutionalized means and cultural goals 
· Anomic personalities 
· Psychopaths 
· Alienists 
· Loners 
· Suicide, relation between society which you live in and suicide rates 
· Modes of adaptation 
· Conformity, acceptance of goals and means 
· Innovation, acceptance of cultural goals and rejection of institutionalized means 
· Ritualism, scaling down of aspirations, accept of means but reject goals 
· Retreatism, reject goals and means
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Rebellion, people who want to replace the rules of the system with their own 
· Durkheim 
· Social Disorganization 
· 4 types of suicide 
· 1. Fatalistic, type that a person is driven to die 
· 2. Altruistic, sacrifice for a group 
· 3. Egotistic, weak ties and nothing to prevent it 
· 4. Anomic, norms are drastically weakened, people can no longer function in society 
· Loss of purpose 
· Cohen: Status Frustration 
· Like Mertons theory, but changes the word success to status 
· Goal means cap can lead lower class to deviant activities, only if they encounter status frustration 
· Status frustration serves as the third, intervening variable that enables the goal means gap to produce delinquent subculture 
· Cloward and Ohlin: Differential Illegitimate Opportunity 
· While all lower class people suffer from the same lack of opportunity for engaging in legitimate and conforming activities, they do not have the same opportunity for participating in illegitimate and deviant activities 
· Just because lower class people are pressured to committing deviant acts they might not actually commit a deviant act 
· 3 types of illegitimate opportunity, each provided by a deviant subculture 
· Criminal subculture, offers illegitimate opportunities for achieveing success goals 
· Conflict subculture, the opportunity for achieving status is only available if the requirements to achieve the opportunity are met 
· Retreatist subculture, people who have failed to achieve success in the criminal subculture, or status in the conflict subculture, retreat to this subculture 
· Social Learning Theory 
· Deviant behaviour is learned through one’s interaction with others 
· Sutherland: Differential Association 
· If an individual associates with people who hold deviant ideas more then with people who embrace conventional ideas, the individual is more likely to become deviant
· Although deviants typically hold deviant ideas, the people who hold deviant ideas do not have to be deviants- they can be anybody, what counts is the idea of committing deviance 
· If people are given more ideas of committing deviant acts, rather than conventional ones, they’re more likely to commit deviant acts 
Constructionist Theories 
· Labeling Theory 
· Helps understand the process of which people are labeled 
· Howard S. Becker
· Research on Drug Users 
· Wanted to understand how they viewed society 
· “Outsiders” 
· Person who is outside a norm 
· “Pariah” 
· Malcolm Gladwill 
· Wrote “blink” 
· Term “out liar” 
· Deviant by virtue of success 
· All groups make social rules and attempts to enforce them 
· When a rule is enforced, the person meant to break them is seen as a special someone 
· Version of “Symbolic Interactionism” 
· 2 ideas suggested 
· 1. Interaction, deviance is a collective action involving more than one persons act 
· Not focus on the deviant person alone, but rather the interaction between the supported deviant and other, conventional people 
· 2. Symbolic, the interaction between the supposed deviant and the conformists is governed by the meanings that they impute to each other’s actions and reactions 
· The meaning that people attach to an act is much more important than the act itself 
· Meaning comes through in how people respond to the act 
· Deviance is not as a static entity whose causes are to be sought out, but rather as a dynamic process of symbolic interaction between both deviants and non-deviants 
· Deviance is not a quality that lies in behaviour itself, but in an interaction between the person who commits the act and those who respond to it 
· Who Labels Whom?
· Agents of Social Control (rule enforcers but don’t make them law) 
· People who represent the forces of law and order as well as conventional morality typically apply the deviant label to those who have allegedly violated that law and morality 
· Labelers; police, judges, prison guards, psychiatrists, and mental hospital attendants 
· Labeled; criminals, juvenile delinquents, drug addicts, mental patients, and prostitutes 
· “Powerful labeling” 
· Consequences of labeling 
· Being labeled deviant produces negative consequences for the individual so labeled 
· Once labeled deviant, people start to see themselves that way and begin engaging in deviant acts 
· Tannenbaum (2 types of Deviant Acts) 
· 1. Primary Deviation: 1st act, child considers innocent, but adults define as delinquent 
· 2. Secondary Deviation: Final behaviour, both the child and adults define as delinquents 
· Primary Deviation (more detail) 
· Act of doing it once 
· Matter of value conflicts 
· Behaviour that society defines as deviant but the performer of that behaviour doesn’t define the same 
· Secondary Deviation (more detail) 
· When the behaviour continues 
· Person comes to agree with the society’s definition of the behaviour as deviant, seeing himself/herself as a deviant 
· Edwin Lement: Steps from Primary Deviation to Secondary Deviation 
· 1. Primary 
· 2. Caught 
· 3. Continue to do it 
· 4. Caught again 
· 5. Further deviation 
· 6. Crisis Reached (Strengthened deviant conduct)
· 7. Acceptance 
· Sequential, career, or identity- stabilizing model of deviance (analysis of Primary to Secondary Deviation) 
· Model suggests that when people are forced by society to see themselves as deviant, they become secondary deviants by repeatedly engaging in deviation as a way of life 
· When you move into an organized group, there are certain consequences 
· All deviant groups tend to be pushed into rationalizing their position 
· “Justify” their behaviours 
· Individual carries on their deviant behaviour within the group 
· Reputation of conventional norms and values 
· Consequences for the Labeler 
· Labeling a person deviant tends to create positive consequences for the community that applies the label 
· The deviant, in effect, does us a great service by teaching us what evil is like, presenting himself/herself as an object lesson for what we shall suffer if we do evil and thus encouraging us to avoid punishment and do good
· Evaluating the Labeling Theory 
· Criticized for not being able to answer the question of what causes deviance in the first place 
· Theory isn’t meant to explain what causes primary deviance 
· Meant to be non-etiological 
· Research has failed to produce consistent support to labeling theorists assumptions that deviant label leads to further deviant involvement 
· Cannot logically deal with hidden deviance and powerful deviants 
· Central Point of the Theory 
· Social groups create deviance by making the rules, whose infraction constitutes deviance and by applying the rules to particular people, and labeling them as outsiders. 
· Deviance is not a quality of the act the person commits but rather a consequence of the application by others of rules and sanctions to an offender 
· The deviant is one to whom the label has been successfully applied 
· Deviant behaviour is behaviour that people have so labeled 
· Conflict Theory 
· Government controls basically everything 
· People who control power, control definitions 
· Control who is defined 
· What gets defined 
· How everything is defined 
· Criminal justice is the ideology of crime 
· Power of state 
· System set up to maintain its own beliefs 
· Official definition of crime 
· Crime as a legal definition of human conduct is created by agents of the dominant class in politically organized society 
· Developed by the system 
· Formulating 
· Definitions are composed of behaviours that conflict with the dominant class 
· Applying definitions of crime, applied by the class that has the power to create the law to enforce the law 
· How behavioural patterns develop in relation to definitions of crime 
· 4 specific action patterns 
· 1. Structured opportunities 
· 2. Learning 
· 3. Interpersonal associations 
· 4. Self conceptions 
· Constructing ideology of crime 
· Dominant class broadcasts to the public at large of the laws 
· Hegemony 
· Constructing the social reality of crime 
· Legal Reality 
· Law enforcement favors the rich and powerful over the poor and weak 
· Social Reality 
· The dominant class produces crime by making laws, enforcing law, oppressing subordinate classes, and spreading crime ideology 
· Marxist
· Deviance and crime stem from the exploitative nature of capitalism


· Feminist 
· Conventional theories of deviance are largely inapplicable to women and the status of women as victims and offenders reflects the continuing subordination of women in patriarchal society 
· Criticize Merton’s Anomie Strain Theory 
· Males dominate, women held back 
· Focus on women as the offender 
· Principally involved 
· Prostitution 
· Kid napping 
· Shoplifting 
· Fraud 
· Power
· Because of strong deviant motivation, greater deviant opportunity and weaker social control, the powerful are more likely to engage in profitable deviancy than are the powerless to engage in profitable deviancy 
· Postmodernist 
· Privileged language of the powerful; dominates the marginalized language and thus the lives of the weak as deviants 
· Phenomenological Theory 
· Looking into people’s subjective interpretation of their own experiences is key to understanding their deviant behaviour 
· Delves into peoples’ subjectivity including their consciousness, perception, attitudes, feelings, and opinions about deviance 
· Assumes that all kinds of people are highly subjective in “constructing”, defining, or interpreting deviance, although they may claim to be very objective 
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