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The Julio-Claudians
“This is the golden age of the Roman empire”
Octavius’ step-sons has the last name of Claudius
· Therefore, all of their heirs would be known as Julio-Claudians
Octavian is using the people in his life (particularly the women) to create political advantages for himself
Octavian spends his life looking for a successor, all of his heirs died
· Rumour that his successors were being murdered by Livia (Octavian’s second wife)
· The only person left was Octavians step-son (Livia’s son) Tiberius

Tiberius left Rome 
· Was he banished? Did he do it voluntarily?
Tiberius was forced to divorce his first wife (Vispania) and marry Octavian’s daughter (his step-sister), Julia
Julia, Octavian’s daughter, had multiple affairs with many men … is this why Tiberius left?
Julia was banished for adultery by her own father to an island where she lived the rest of her life
When Tiberius came back he was recognized as the next heir to Octavian


EMPEROR TIBERIUS (A.D. 14-37)
First rumour:
· Augustus chose him b/c since he would be so unliked by the people that Augustus would have a better reputation
This is probably not true … however; Tiberius was not as likable with the people
· Awkward, introspective, against lavish public displays
Outside of Rome he seemed to be very capable of handling crisis throughout the empire
Inside of Italy the people cannot get over the loss of Augustus

In Augustus’ will it said that the bulk of his wealth/influence goes to Tiberius 
· This includes his province
· All of his titles
However, he requires that Tiberius name not his own son (Drusus) to be the next in line but instead his nephew (his nickname was Germanicus)
**Earned his nickname because of his military success in Germany … he is also charismatic, handsome and well liked by the people
Tiberius told Germanicus to come back from Germany
· Supposedly out of jealousy?
· Then had his re-appointed in the East
· Died under very suspicious sources
When his body is coming home he does not want a lavish funeral … the people are very upset
· As he was being brought home the people of Italy stood by and watched, weeping
Tiberius’ son Drusus is then named his successor

Sejanus
Tiberius leaves Rome (while he is emperor) and stays in the island of Capri 
The Praetorian Guards were to be personal bodyguards to the emperor
· The head of his own personal bodyguard is left in charge in Rome
· His name was Sejanus; has risked his own life to save Tiberius at one point 
· They had been very close friends
Tiberius would issue commands to Sejanus from Capri
Tiberius’ son Drusus was trying to kill him (his father) … Sejanus ended up telling him this information
· Tiberius’ niece, Livilla (also Drusus’ wife), also told Tiberius that her husband was going to kill him 
In reality, Livilla (Tiberius’ niece) were having an affair and got Drusus killed in order to run/take over Rome
· For a number of years Sejanus was running over Rome
· Anyone who was challenging his commands were tried for treason
*Was this Tiberius’ or Sejanus’ doings?
Tiberius found out what was going on and had Sejanus, and all of the people in his life, put to death in horrible fashion

Economic and Military Policy
Augustus said no expansion unless it can be justified
Tiberius put up a firm policy about when and how you (Rome) could expand
Main goal is to have a surplus in the official public treasury 
He set up a fixed number of legions needed to guard the empire
· You can only expand/conquer if you can justify if there legions were no longer needed in the current Roman era
· Ex. Only reason why they expanded to Britain was b/c they only needed 1 legion (not 3) in Spain b/c the people there were pacified
· 2 extra legions could be used for Britain
Both of these policies were not popular amongst the people

CALIGULA (A.D. 37-41)
Tiberius finally passes away 
· Smothered by his great nephew (Caligula)?
This is Germanicus’ son Gaius Caligula 
They called him “little boots” because Germanicus would dress up his baby boy in military outfits
· People were delighted
He ended treason trials, started funding public events and wanted to start aggressive warfare
In a short amount of time (4 years) he bankrupted the treasury 
Halfway through his rule he began to behave erratically 
· Mentally imbalanced or the hatred by historians of him?
· Believed himself to be the rebirth of Crono
· Made his own horse consul
· Tried to invade Britain and changed his mind and decided to “invade” the Atlantic Ocean
It becomes evident that the emperor is above the law
He was eventually assassinated by his own bodyguards
· The bodyguards realize that after him there were no other males who could possibly rule
· The only man left was Claudius … Caligula’s uncle who was an “idiot”

The senate comes forward saying that they were going to take power against b/c there was no one left in the bloodline
But, when bodyguards realized this they found Claudius and put him in charge

CLAUDIUS (A.D. 41-54)
Although he did have some physical deficiencies he was not as slow as people thought him to be
He pretended to be stupid in order to not be killed b/c he realized that every male in his family was being killed
Was actually a fantastic ruler
Came up with the concept of open bids to try and get rid of corruption
He ruled for 13 years
Was hated by the senate
· Gave his wives (Messalina and Agrippina) substantial say in running the empire
· He gave his close circle of friends great influence in his decision making
· More than he trusted the senate 
· Most of his circle of friends were actually slaves which he turned into his advisors
· Wanting to talk to the emperor meant you had to talk to one of his wives or one of his ex-slaves
His wives get treated harshly by the people and by later historians
Messalina was openly cheating on him
· Having contests
· Orgy’s
· Having married an unofficial lover while he husband was away
· She was hated by the aristocracy of the time 
When Claudius found out about this, his circle of friends made him agree to get her executed but he was very sad about this

He ends up marrying his niece Agrippina
She had children from a previous marriage 
She convinced Claudius to put her own son (Nero) at equal footing with his biological son (Britannicus)
He dies and chooses his stepson Nero to succeed him 
After Claudius died Nero gets his stepbrother killed

NERO (A.D. 54-68)
His mother plays a dominant role in his life … picking his wives, organizing his life, selecting his tutors and advising him about how to run the empire
Emperor at 17
He even issued coins of him and his mother together
Eventually he got tired of his mother and got her killed
· It was very hard to kill this women 
· 3 different plots
After the year 58 his public behaviour changed dramatically
Cared more about being a public figure than being a ruler
· Liked to perform in front of the people
Set up his own competitions called the “Neronia” held once every 4 years
He also toured competitions held throughout the ancient world
· He competed in all of these competitions
· He entered 1,808 events in one tour and one every single one

Great fire of Rome (A.D. 64)
Destroyed 2/3 of the city 
While the fire was running out Nero started giving a performance in front of the fire
· Many people believed that he started the fire in order to add something to his performance
Blamed a group of Christians and had them burned 
There was a great conspiracy against him in 65
In 68 Nero committed suicide b/c one of the military commanders tried to over through him 
· This led to a number of military commanders trying to take over once Nero flees
There is no male heir left in the Julio-Claudian bloodline 


The Flavians (69-96 A.D.)
Dynasty that follows the Julio-Claudian dynasty
After Nero commits suicide there is a period (The Year of Four Emperors) of military forces outside of the empire vying for control of Rome
· Lots of war happening during this period

THE YEAR OF FOUR EMPERORS 
Galba: 		 October 28 - January 15, 69 (Assassinated by Praetorian Guard)
Otho:		 15 January, 69 – 14 April, 69 (Defeated by Vitellius – committed   suicide)
Vitellius:	 July, 69 – 24 December, 69 (Tortured to death)
Vespasian: 	December, 69 – June, 79 (Died of natural causes and succeeded by two sons, Titus and Domition)

Family is known as the Flavians after the name of Vespasian
Vespasian is actually in Jerusalem while this is happening in Rome

Vespasian (69-79)
Titus           (79-81)
Domitian   (…

Roman Britain (Britannia): Conquest
Briefly invaded by Julius Ceasar in 55 B.C
Caligula failed to invade in 40 AD
Major conquest under Claudius begins in 43 AD
Conquest continues under Nero 
Conquest of Scotland (Caledonia) under the Flavians – commanded under Agricola
Abandonment of Scotland under Domitian

During the time of Domitian the Romans conquer much of the island 

The Batavian Revolt 69-70 A.D.
Under the command of Julius Civilis
· This was not his birth name 

The colosseum was created during the Flavian dynasty 
· Called the colosseum b/c the area had previously been the home/land of Nero
· After the great fire Nero put all of his land into the government
· Once he commits suicide they decide to do something with the land and construct it
The Arch of Titus was also created during the Flavian dynasty
· Deal with a specific year of conquest … when Vespasian was in Judea

The siege of Jerusalem … 70 A.D.
Vespasian and Titus seen as working together 

Domitian, had a list of people he wanted killed … his wife and staff included
He was killed before he left Rome
Because of this he was damned saying, “Damnatio Memoriae”
· Every trace of you is removed 
· Wipe out the bad, preserve the good 

Vespasian’s second son Domitian is assassinated after 15 years
This dynasty dies after just two generations

After this there is a period of rebellion amongst the military commanders
ADOPTIVE EMPERORS
An old man named Nerva steps forwards and calls himself the next emperor (96-98)
· Before this no one would have thought him to be the next emperor
· Extremely smooth transition into position 
· Something must have happened for him to achieve this 
He appoints this young man Trajan (97-117) as the next emperor
· He is the first non-Italian emperor
· He is actually a Spaniard
Less than 2 years later Nerva dies and Trajan becomes emperor
After this it became a tradition for the next emperor to name his successor at the onset of his power
· Also, it would never be the emperor’s blood relative (the adoptive emperors)
This reduces the threat of revolts/violence b/c the following 3 or 4 emperors would already be appointed
Emperors would usually bribe the military commanders to get them into power
· Bad custom that when the emperor gets into power he would reward the personal soldiers and bodyguards
· Not done anymore

This leads to the “happiest” period in the Roman era
From Trajan to the last of his emperors (about 100 years later) there was very little war and quality of life rose dramatically

Trajan (97-117)
Trajan increased the Roman Empire to its largest extent 
He built the first “shopping mall”
**At this point in time there is a “Hunger Game” situation
Trajan’s column
· Celebrating conquest and his great invasions
He set up great baths
· Had baths, swimming pools, massage parlours, art ect.
On all fronts this man was a great emperor

Hadrian (117-138)
First emperor to wear a beard
Love by the Greeks and other nationalities
His main military features is Hadrian’s Wall
Gives up much of Trajan’s conquests because it was not worth it for the Romans to put that much energy and resources into that much land
A poet, philosopher, very cultured
· Decided to rename Jerusalem “Hadrianopolis”
· It was under his that Judea was eliminated and renamed Palestine
· You could no longer practice Judaism in this area 
· End of the Jewish state until WWII
His successor was Antonius Pius
· His successor was Marcus Aurelius (161-180)
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