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Quasi-experiment Occurs whenever causal conclusions

about the effect of an independent variable cannot

be drawn because there is incomplete control over the

variables in the study; random assignment not possible

in these studies
Nonequivalent control group design Quasiexperimental

design in which participants cannot be

randomly assigned to the experimental and control

groups.
Regression to the mean If a score on a test is

extremely high or low, a second score taken will

be closer to the mean score; can be a threat to the

internal validity of a study if a pretest score is extreme

and the posttest score changes in the direction of the

mean.
Interrupted time series design Quasi-experimental

design in which a program or treatment is evaluated

by measuring performance several times prior to the

institution of the program and several times after the

program has been put into effect.
Trend Predictable patterns of events that occur over a

period of time; evaluated in time series studies.
Interrupted time series with switching replications A time series design in which the program is replicated

at a different location and at a different time.
Archival data Data initially collected for some purpose

not related to a current research study, and then used

later for a specific purpose in that current research
Content analysis A procedure used to systematically

categorize the content of the behavior (often verbal

behavior) being recorded.
Reactivity Occurs when participants’ behavior is

influenced by the knowledge that they are being

observed and their behavior is being recorded in some

fashion
Archival research A research method in which

already existing records are examined to test some

hypothesis.
Program evaluation A form of applied research that

includes a number of research activities designed to

evaluate programs from planning to completion.
Needs analysis Form of program evaluation that occurs

before a program begins and determines whether the

program is needed.
Key informant In program evaluation research, a community

member with special knowledge about the

needs of a community.
Focus group A small and relatively homogeneous

group brought together for the purpose of participating

in a group interview on some topic or, in

program evaluation research, to discuss the need for or

the operation of a program
Community forum In program evaluation research,

a meeting open to community members to discuss the

need for, or the operation of, some program.
Formative evaluation Form of program evaluation

that monitors the functioning of a program while

it is operating to determine if it is functioning as

planned.
Program audit An examination of whether a program

is being implemented as planned; a type of formative

evaluation.
Summative evaluation Form of program evaluation

completed at the close of a program that attempts to determine its effectiveness in solving the problem for

which it was planned.
Cost-effectiveness analysis Form of program evaluation

that assesses outcomes in terms of the costs involved

in developing, running, and completing the program
Stakeholder 
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