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1.  Statistical analyses are least likely to be found in 



a. applied research



b. qualitative research


c. field research



d. basic research

2.
Which of the following is true about field research?



a. it can involve applied research, but it is more likely to involve basic research



b. unlike laboratory research, ethics is seldom a problem in field research



c. it can produce results that improve the lives of those being studied


d. because of the lack of control, field research is always qualitative research

3.
For drawing conclusions about human behavior, Aronson argued that experimental realism was more critical than mundane realism. What does it mean to say that a study is high in experimental realism?



a. it is a tightly controlled experiment, occurring in a laboratory setting



b. it involves basic research (the distinction reflects Aronson’s preference for basic over




applied research)



c. it means that even if the study takes place in a lab, to the participants it seems like an 




everyday real-life situation


d. it means that participants become involved in the study and behave naturally

4.
Which of the following is true about the Bushman and Anderson’s studies on violent media exposure and helping behavior?



a. good example of the how a finding is strengthened if it happens both in the lab and in 




the field


b. good illustration of the strengths of qualitative research 



c. its shortcomings are a good example of the need for parsimonious explanations



d. high on mundane realism; low on experimental realism
5.  What is meant by the concept of “converging operations?”



a. it refers to studies using different operational definitions that yield similar results


b. it refers to the combined results of several studies using identical operational 




definitions



c. over the years, consensus emerges in different labs about the one true operational 




definition of a construct



d. it refers to the process by which ideas for applied research derive from the findings




of basic research

6.
Chapter 1’s description of how Skinner first produced an extinction curve is a good example of



a. a parsimonious explanation



b. falsification as a strategy



c. a serendipitous finding


d. scientific creativity
7.
On the basis of some theory, a prediction about the outcome of an experiment is made. The experiment does not come out as expected. What is most likely to be concluded?



a. the theory has been disproven and should be discarded



b. the experiment does not support the theory


c. the experiment was not done properly



d. the experiment tells us nothing about the theory

8.
All of the following are true about theories except


a. they organize and summarize existing knowledge about a topic



b. they are tentative until the facts prove them true


c. they provide possible explanations for the phenomenon under study



d. they lead to testable hypotheses through the process of deduction

9.
Young boys imitate their fathers at times. According to the text, the learning theory explanation for this phenomenon has an edge over the Freudian theory because



a. learning theory has been productive, but Freud’s theory has generated very little




research


b. learning theory has been shown to be true, whereas Freudian theory has been falsified



c. learning theory is more parsimonious than Freudian theory


d. none of the above – because of its greater complexity, Freudian theory can explain 




much more than learning theory

10. Pfungst demonstrated that when Clever Hans’s questioner did not know the answer to a math problem, Hans didn’t know it either. This demonstration is an example of



a. falsification



b. productivity



c. parsimony


d. serendipity

11. According to the text, the most common source of ideas for new research in psychology is



a. some everyday observation that generates curiosity


b. unanswered questions from a study recently completed


c. deduction from theory



d. serendipity

12. Which of the following true about the relationship between theory building and data collection?



a. when studies come out as expected, inductive support for the theory is gained


b. if an experiment fails, discarding the experiment is an example of affirming the 




consequent



c. when a hypothesis is not supported, virtually nothing has been learned about the 




theory



d. a good theory will be inclusive enough to explain every possible research outcome
13. Pfungst demonstrated that Clever Hans, rather than performing complex math, was reading and responding to visual cues. That is, Pfungst



a. showed that theories can never be proven true



b. provided a more parsimonious explanation of the horse’s behavior


c. provided an example of a serendipitous finding



d. committed the fallacy of affirming the consequent

14. Which of the following research projects developed after researchers made some everyday observations of human behavior?



a. Aronson’s research showing that cognitive dissonance is strongest when one of the 




cognitions relates to the self concept


b. Zeigarnick’s research showing that memory is best for incomplete tasks



c. the investigation of the alleged abilities of Clever Hans



d. Small’s maze learning research

15. Which of the following is true about creative thinking in science?



a. scientists are “objective,” unlike artists, so there is very little creativity in science



b. creativity is most likely to occur when the scientists doesn’t know very much about the




research topic in question



c. in science, creativity is limited to the invention of apparatus (i.e., technological 




advances) 



d. creative thinking in science requires some level of knowledge about a subject being 




investigated
Answers
1.
a. both basic and applied research are highly likely to include statistical analyses


b. CORRECT ANSWER – there might be some summary statistics in a qualitative study, but



for the most part, the results will be reported as a narrative analysis


c. field research, unless it is qualitative research, will be likely to use statistical analysis


d. both basic and applied research are highly likely to include statistical analyses

2.
a. the opposite is true


b. ethical issues occur in all psychological research


c. CORRECT ANSWER – the Sternberg research on cognitive functioning of children infected 



with intestinal parasites is a good example

d. field research can easily be quantitative

3.
a. non-lab studies can easily have experimental realism


b. applied research can easily have experimental realism


c. whether it seems like real-life is not relevant to the issue of experimental realism


d. CORRECT ANSWER – it’s best if participants are involved in the procedure



4.
a. CORRECT ANSWER – the lab study controlled for “type of men in the study” and 



strengthened the overall conclusion about romantic love


b. it is not an example of qualitative research 


c. Bushman and Anderson’s explanations for the outcome are reasonably parsimonious 


d. in the lab study, high on mundane; in the field study, high on both

5.
a. CORRECT ANSWER – studies using different operational definitions of hunger in a maze 



study was the example used in the chapter


b. different researchers often use different operational definitions


c. might be true, but not what is meant by converging operations


d. not relevant

6.
a. not relevant


b. not relevant


c. CORRECT ANSWER – he returned to find the effects of a jammed pellet dispenser


d. what he did after making the serendipitous discovery might have been creative

7.
a. one disconfirming experiment won’t eliminate a theory 


b. CORRECT ANSWER – notice that the theory isn’t discarded just on the basis of one



disconfirmation


c. worth checking out, but not necessarily the problem


d. the experiment might raise questions about the theory if it was run properly

8.
a. part of the standard definition


b. CORRECT ANSWER – this is the common misconception about theory


c. part of the standard definition


d. part of the standard definition

9.
a. both theories have been productive


b. close, but this greatly overstates the case


c. CORRECT ANSWER – fewer assumptions in learning theory


d. Freudian theory’s complexity and vagueness has led to charges that it is not testable

10.
a. CORRECT ANSWER – the higher mental ability (math skill) was ruled out (falsified)


b. not relevant


c. parsimony comes into play when Pfungst proposed an simpler explanation for the 



horse’s apparent skill


d. not relevant

11.
a. important source of ideas, probably a close second


b. CORRECT ANSWER – the result of an answer to the “what’s next?” question


c. close, and somewhat related to alternative b.


d. also important, but not as common as the other three alternatives 

12.
a. CORRECT ANSWER – note that there is no mention of the theory being “proven”


b. affirming the consequent occurs when the experiment succeeds, and the researcher



erroneously concludes that the theory has been shown to be true


c. non-support can say a lot about a theory (e.g., lead to modifications)


d. not good – if this happens, the theory cannot be falsified and is therefore useless

13. a. if anything, Pfungst was demonstrating disproof (falsification)


b. CORRECT ANSWER –perceptual learning is more parsimonious than assuming the horse



capable of high level cognition


c. this was a systematic, planned study


d. this happens when someone erroneously thinks they have “proven” a theory

14. a. Aronson’s research evolved through testing dissonance theory


b. CORRECT ANSWER – Zeigarnick’s research derived from observations of a waiter



with a good memory


c. this study was in response to a claim of mental ability in a horse


d. this research was an attempt to study home-finding in rats

15. a. there is a great deal of creativity in science


b. the opposite is true


c. creativity includes the invention of apparatus, but also includes the development



of methodology, control procedures, ideas for testing theory, etc.


d. CORRECT ANSWER – chance favors the prepared mind
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