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For each of the following items, select what you judge to be the correct alternative:

1. Which of the following is true about Watson and Rayner’s Little Albert study?  



a. they had parental consent but lacked Albert’s assent



b. they were able to justify doing it because they removed the fear at the end of the




study



c. its main purpose was to try out various ways of removing a fear in a child who was




afraid of rabbits



d. they did not think that an unusual level of harm would occur because similar fears 




would soon be learned by Albert anyway

2. The requirement for informed consent in research with human participants



a. is one of the five “general principles” of the 2002 code



b. means that deception about the true purpose of a study is not allowed in research with




humans



c. is not needed unless the participants are “at risk”



d. means that sufficient information must be available for people to decide whether to




participate
3. Consider the following hypothetical titles of articles from journals in psychology. Which of them is most likely to have required a formal review by an IRB?



a. the effects of crowding on depression


b. gender differences in the content of personal ads



c. the influence of repeated practice on recall from long-term memory



d. a survey of attitudes toward animal research

4. Which of the following statements would you be least likely to find in an informed consent form?



a. there is no penalty for not starting the study, but once you begin, you are obligated to




complete the session


b. your data will be coded in a way that will protect your identity



c. the full purpose of the study will be explained to you at the end of the session and the 




complete results of the study will be available to you when the study is over



d. this study has been approved by the university’s Institutional Review Board (IRB)

5. As used in Chapter 2, the term “desensitizing” refers to



a. exposing participants to repeated deception (they get used to it)



b. the part of debriefing designed to alleviate any stress experienced by the participant


c. the reassuring effects on participants when they have the opportunity to read and sign




a consent form



d. explaining the true purposes and hypotheses of the study once a session has been 




completed

6. From an ethical standpoint, what was the most serious problem with Milgram’s study?



a. there was no debriefing



b. there was no attempt to follow up on people to see if they had been adversely affected




by the experience



c. participants who wished to stop were told they had to continue


d. by using a captive population (college students required to participate) he failed to 




meet the need for informed consent

7. 
For a study evaluating a brand new therapy for depression among the elderly, what ethical safeguard has been added in the most recent ethics code?



a. participants must give assent as well as consent



b. participants do not have to be debriefed because they will already know the study’s 




goal



c. participants have to be told the procedure used to assign people to groups


d. because of the high cost of this type of research, the normal provision allowing




participants to quit any time is suspended

8.  Studies on the use of deception in psychological research show that


a.
it isn’t needed; participants asked to role‑play produce the same results as naive 



volunteers


b.
students are more likely to judge a specific deception experiment to be unethical than 



are research psychologists


c.
it is indeed harmful; most of Milgram’s subjects needed counseling after going through 



the obedience study


d.
participants fully informed about the purpose of a study often behave very differently 



from those not given full information
9. Consider the Willowbrook, Tuskegee, and MK-ULTRA projects. What did they all have in common?



a. they all had the ultimate goal of improving medical practice



b. by using children, they all failed to gain assent, even though they did gain consent



c. they all failed to meet the criterion of informed consent


d. all three studies were rejected by IRBs, yet were conducted anyway

10. In a study of concept learning in first-graders, all of the following should happen except



a. to help make the experience enjoyable, children should be given substantial incentives




to participate


b. parents must give consent



c. teachers of the children in their classes should give informed consent



d. the children should be asked if they want to participate

11. The goal of MK-ULTRA was to



a. see if LSD could have beneficial medical effects



b. determine whether LSD could be used as an effective weapon in the Cold War


c. conduct basic research on the psychological effects of a new and unknown drug – LSD



d. see if taking LSD would improve Army morale

12. Which of the following is least likely to occur as an ethical problem with e-research?



a. people are not able to stop once they have begun participating


b. informed consent cannot be completely monitored


c. debriefing could be avoided


d. privacy could be invaded
13. Neal Miller’s article on the use of animals in psychological research is described in Chapter 2. According to Miller,



a. using animals is OK for medical research, but animals shouldn’t be used to study




psychology



b. psychology could not progress without studying animals, especially when you consider




that about half of all research in psychology uses animals


c. animal research should be limited to primates because they are more similar to 




humans than other animals



d. studying animal behavior not only benefits humans, animals benefit as well
14.
All of the following are part of the ethics code for animal research except


a. the researcher must be an expert concerning the species being studied



b. procedures using reinforcement are preferred over those using punishment



c. animal studies that are purely educational in purpose cannot be done


d. if the animal must be killed at the end of the study, a painless procedure must be used

15.
The Burt case illustrates the fact that 



a. falsified data might not noticed if other research produces the same conclusions


b. scientific fraud is often caught when odd results fail to replicate


c. quite a bit gets missed in the peer review process for journals



d. it is usually easy to spot falsified data – they just seem too bizarre to the experienced




scientist

Answers

1.  a. it is not clear that consent was given; Albert was too young for assent to be possible


b. they failed to remove the fear


c. Watson and Rayner discussed ways of alleviating the fear in their article, but made no 


    
attempt to do so with Albert


d. CORRECT ANSWER – this was their pragmatic rationale for doing the study; they also 


    
believed Albert was physically strong and would be able to withstand the procedures

2.  a. it is a “standard” not a “general principle” 


b. deception is allowed under certain circumstances


c. consent is needed except under very limited circumstances (e.g., naturalistic observation)


d. CORRECT ANSWER – note that the requirement is not that participants know every single 


 
detail about the study, however

3.  a. CORRECT ANSWER – crowding could be traumatic and depression is a clinical term; 



participants would probably be at risk in this study


b. participants not involved


c. minimal risk – expedited review OK


d. minimal risk – expedited review OK

4.  a. CORRECT ANSWER – participants must be allowed to discontinue participation


b. confidentiality


c. debriefing


d. important provision

5.  a. doing this would be unethical


b. CORRECT ANSWER


c. not relevant


d. this is “dehoaxing”

6.  a. debriefing occurred – its extent is unclear


b. Milgram used a psychiatrist to check on participants’ reactions


c. CORRECT ANSWER – this conflicts with the principle that uncomfortable participants 



should be given the opportunity to quit the experiment without penalty


d. by recruiting in the local community, he specifically avoided using college students

7. 
a. Assent applies to the use of children in research


b. debriefing is always required


c. CORRECT ANSWER—this enables participants to judge fairness


d. the opportunity to discontinue participation is never suspended

8.  a. participants asked to role‑play seldom produce the same results as naïve volunteers


b. the opposite is true


c. Milgram’s participants appeared to be fine after the study


d. CORRECT ANSWER—the book used the example of research on predictable noise

9.
a. true only of the first two


b. only the Willowbrook study used children


c. CORRECT ANSWER – what little consent existed in these studies was far from informed


d. IRBs didn’t exist when these studies began

10. a. CORRECT ANSWER – substantial incentives can be coercive


b. this should happen


c. so should this


d. so should this (assent)

11. a. some research had this goal, but not the MK-ULTRA project


b. CORRECT ANSWER – its effects were not well known at the time


c. the military tends to fund applied rather than basic research


d. not relevant

12. a. CORRECT ANSWER—it’s easy to exit a website


b. for instance, a 15-year-old to log onto the site

c. participants could just leave the site

d. this can especially happen for the kind of e-research that involves monitoring chat 

    rooms

13. a. using animals is OK for both medical and psychological research


b. less than 10% of research in psychology uses animals


c. Miller didn’t argue this, nor would other advocates of animal research


d. CORRECT ANSWER – for example, improving zoos

14. a. important part of the code


b. also important 


c. CORRECT ANSWER – under certain circumstances, animals can be used for purely



educational purposes


d. also important

15. a. CORRECT ANSWER – like other researchers, Burt presented data supporting the 



importance of a genetic factor in intelligence


b. Burt produced results that later replicated


c. true, but not relevant in the Burt case


d. often true, but not relevant in the Burt case

PAGE  
- 5 -

