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1.  What is the most important way in which a research methods course differs from a course in social psychology?



a. the methods course will have a focus on ethics, while the social psychology course will




not consider ethics



b. the social psychology course will have a greater emphasis on statistics



c. the methods course will emphasize how research occurs, while the social psychology 




course will focus on the research outcomes themselves


d. the social psychology course will emphasize process, while the research methods 




course will emphasize content

2.  Which of the following is true about belief perseverance?



a. it is the basis for Peirce’s way of knowing called the “a priori” method



b. it is a tendency for events to stand out in our minds because we keep seeing them on




the news



c. it refers to the fact that most of our strong beliefs are formed in childhood, and last 




throughout adulthood



d. it refers to an unwillingness have one’s opinions changed, even by solid scientific 




evidence
3.  To illustrate the weakness of _____________ as a way of knowing, Peirce pointed out that philosophers have been debating different sides of the mind-body question for hundreds of years.



a. confirmation bias



b. the a priori method


c. the method of authority



d. empiricism

4.  Ed believes he is in telepathic communication with Sally because it seems like every time he thinks of her, she calls him on the phone. He ignores all the times he is thinking of her and she doesn’t call. That is, he is being affected by  



a. a confirmation bias


b. the availability heuristic



c. statistical determinism



d. belief perseverance

5.  One of the main reasons why behaviorism became popular in the United States was that


a. it relied on introspection as a means of understanding why we do things


b. its way of defining what was being studied met the scientific criterion of objectivity


c. it emphasized research, while introspective psychologists were not interested in




research


d. it took complex concepts and reduced them to simplistic ideas that were easily




understood

6.  Of the following questions, only one is an empirical question. Which one?



a. Can people be truly evil?



b. Are people basically good, but corrupted by society?



c. Will males or females be more likely to give blood?


d. How does the mind exert its influence of the physical body?

7.  How do psychological scientists use the concept of determinism?



a. they believe that human behavior can be predicted with more than chance probability


b. they believe that it means free choice is impossible



c. they believe that our behaviors have been predetermined from our births



d. they don’t use it – they reject it
8.  What does it mean to say that advocates of a pseudoscience “sidestep disproof?”



a. they divorce themselves completely from legitimate science, calling scientists “those




of little faith”



b. apparent falsification can be explained away by proposing additional mechanisms to 




account for the problem


c. they only mention supporting evidence; nonsupporting evidence is forgotten



d. they use definitions of terms that are so precise that when apparent disproof occurs, 




they just say the result must refer to some other phenomenon

9.  After research shows that a form of behavior therapy can reduce phobic responses, therapists begin using the technique in their practices. Which of the goals of research in psychology is being reflected here?



a. explanation



b. prediction



c. description



d. application
10. When explaining behavior, psychologists are generally willing to say that factor X is causing phenomenon Y to occur when several criteria have been met. Which of the following is not one of those criteria?



a. other explanations for Y can be ruled out



b. X comes before Y 



c. in terms of some theory, X “makes” sense as an explanation for Y



d. Y always occurs when X is present
11.  What does it mean to say that scientific thinking includes the characteristic of objectivity? 


a. it means that scientists do not let human biases affect their work


b. it refers only to measurements that are made by some mechanical instrument, thereby 



eliminating influence


c. it refers to observations that can be verified by two or more observers

d. it refers to psychologists’ near obsession with the idea of answering questions by 



referring to data

12.  Ryan has a strong belief that people on welfare are content to receive “free money” and are not really interested in working. He is especially likely to notice, pay special attention to, and recall news stories about welfare fraud, thereby illustrating



a. a confirmation bias


b. his reliance on the authority of experts in forming his opinion



c. the availability heuristic



d. an effort justification on his part

13.  According to the text, there are four goals of scientific psychology. Which of the following activity falls under the category of “application?”



a. accurately categorizing several varieties of schizophrenia



b. establishing laws so that estimates can be made about what people will do in certain 




circumstances



c. placing a higher value on research that takes place in the laboratory



d. using the results of eyewitness memory research to train police to interview witnesses 




more efficiently
14.  All of the following are associated with pseudoscience except

a. any possible outcome can be “explained” by the theory

b. relatively simple phenomena are given extremely complex explanations


c. a deliberate attempt is made to associate the pseudoscience with some normal 



scientific work


d. there is a heavy reliance on anecdotal evidence

15.  According to Kuhn, what is the consequence of a researcher’s reluctance to give up on a theory?


a. the researcher will be quickly recognized as a pseudoscientific fraud



b. the theory won’t be abandoned by the scientific community until it has been fully tested


c. other researchers will become suspicious and the theory will be abandoned before it 




has been adequately tested



d. the researcher’s perseverance will pay off and others will be convinced
Answers

1.  a. ethics will be a part of both courses




b. the opposite is true


c. CORRECT ANSWER – this reflects the process/content distinction


d. the opposite is true

2.  a. the “a priori” method concerns the use of logic and persuasive argument


b. this is the availability heuristic


c. overstates the importance of childhood


d. CORRECT ANSWER

3.  a. has problems as a way of knowing, but not this one


b. CORRECT ANSWER – a priori method being Peirce’s label for relying on logical 



argument


c. problematic because authorities can be wrong


d. not used by Peirce

4.  a. CORRECT ANSWER


b. tendency to think that events that stand out in memory occur more often than they 



really do


c. belief that events can be known with greater than chance accuracy


d. belief held strongly, even in the face of contradictory evidence

5.  a. behaviorists rejected introspection 


b. CORRECT ANSWER – behaviors can be measured objectively (i.e., two observers can



agree that a particular behavior occurred


c. introspective psychologists were very interested in research


d. this is an attribute of pseudoscience; introspective psychologists were legitimate 



scientists

6.  a. not easily answerable with data


b. not easily answerable with data


c. CORRECT ANSWER


d. not easily answerable with data

7.  a. CORRECT ANSWER


b. unless events are to some degree predictable, useful choices cannot be made


c. this is a form of “predestination” – psychologist reject this


d. may be true of some humanistic psychologists, but not true of the majority of psychologists

8.  a. they actually try to associate themselves with real science


b. CORRECT ANSWER – for instance, when confronted with a murderer with a small area of 



destructiveness, phrenologists would show how the person could be “explained” by some



other combination of faculties


c. true enough about pseudoscience, but not the “sidesteps disproof” problem


d. their definitions of terms are very imprecise 

9.  a. explanation would concern why the therapy worked


b. prediction would refer to the lawful relationship between the therapy and its outcome


c. description would provide a clear narrative account of the therapy


d. CORRECT ANSWER – this would be a useful application, based on scientific research

10.
a. an important criterion


b. also an important criterion 


c. this one too


d. CORRECT ANSWER – it is more accurate to say that Y occurs when X is present “with a 



greater than chance probability”

11.
a. scientists try to avoid bias, but all scientists are human and some degree of bias is 



inevitable


b. measures not using instruments (e.g., observations of behavior) can also achieve 



objectivity


c. CORRECT ANSWER – this is the standard definition 


d. psychologists might be obsessed with data, but the trait does not define objectivity

12.
a. CORRECT ANSWER – he will attend to and recall information that seems to confirm the 



bias


b. news stories aren’t necessary perceived as coming from expert authority


c. this would occur if there were several highly publicized stories that would stick in memory


d. this is when we expend great effort, then have to convince ourselves that the effort was



worth it

13.
a. this is the goal of description


b. this involves the goal of prediction


c. not related to the goals


d. CORRECT ANSWER—this would be a useful application of psychological knowledge

14.
a. true—illustrates the property of sidestepping disproof


b. CORRECT ANSWER—the opposite is true


c. this is true


d. this is true

15.
a. were this to be the case, just about all scientists would be considered frauds


b. CORRECT ANSWER—although the scientists must be careful not to confuse 



perseverance with obsession


c. without the researcher’s passion, the theory might be given up too soon


d. this could happen, but the wording (“will happen”) implies “all the time” and this is not so
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