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The answers to these fill-in-the-blank questions can be found in the list of key terms.

1. John strongly believes that people on welfare are not interested in working; his tendency to pay special attention when stories about welfare fraud appear on TV is an example of the social cognition bias called _confirmation bias.
2. Phred the phrenologist believes the area of “Destructiveness” was located just above the top of the ears and pointed out that many vicious killers had enlargements in that part of their skull. The type of evidence being used by Phred is called anecdotal evidence.
3. TV commercials trying to persuade you to buy a product because 9 out of 10 doctors recommend it are asking you to rely on Peirce’s method of authority.
4. As psychologists use the term, statistically determinism simply means that behaviors occur in certain situations regularly enough to be predicted with some degree of certainty greater than pure chance.
5. Ed says he has a headache. His verbal description of how it feels is an example of a(n) introspective report. Because only he can experience it, his description lacks objectivity
6. Psychological scientists try to ask empirical questions, that is, question answerable with data.
7. “Do people become more religious as they age?” is an example of an empirical question. An example of a specific hypothesis would be “People who are age 70 are more likely to attend church than people who are age 50.”

8. All good theories are capable of disproof, an attribute of theories known as falsifiability
9. Sarah, who watches a lot of shows featuring real police chasing criminals, believes she is highly likely to be a victim of a carjacking. Her belief reflects the social cognition bias of the availability heuristic
10. When psychological scientists use the word _control to describe one of the goals of psychology, they are referring to the application of psychological principles to improve the human condition.

11. On the basis of careful observations, a researcher classified children’s play into three categories: solitary, parallel, and interacting. This work is a good example of the research psychologist’s goal of description.

Answers


1. confirmation bias

2. anecdotal

3. authority

4. statistical determinism

5. introspective; objectivity

6. empirical

7. hypothesis


8. falsification


9. availability heuristic

10. control


11. description
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