Hobbes, Leviathan – Intro 1-12

- defender of absolutism rule
- sovereign with absolute power with no accountability
- reputation for negative rule of human nature – motivated by selfish impulses 
- natural condition: nasty, solitary, poor, brutish 

Some Major Themes in Hobbes
- science of politics
how politics works, our political lives and how we construct and design political systems its in our hands
politics and principles of politics aren’t given to us by religion of tradition, or by nature
no… he tells us we can to make our political societies
- justification for political authority
argues we need to justification as to why we must obey political authority
interested in different kinds of knowledge and certainty
one hand generally believed that our judgment was weak but also thought we had capacity to develop science or reason
had capacity to learn consequences of different causes to then use that knowledge to get similar causes to get same consequences
- rejection of Aristotelian political science
Hobbes develops materialist and mechanical view of the world
break human down to components 
- equality
- individuality
the picture he gives us of human is of individuals engaged in relentless quest for things that give us happiness
but at the same time he recognizes that diff. things bring happiness to diff. people
also recognizes that when we think about ourselves most of the time we do that in coosion to other people 
competition becomes permanent feature and social life
he defends robust conception of equality – the ways in which humans are naturally and essentially equal
individuals finds happiness in different things – fact of human nature 
he tells us that there are 2 passions that are some of the most powerful motivators: 
1. Fear 
specific type of fear: fear of violent death – “fear of death of wounds” 
2. Vain glory
over estimation of or own capacities
seek out power and honour and go into it with inflated sense of capacities

How do we establish political authority?
Involves absolute sovereignty based on the consent of individuals 
Gives account of why and how individuals  would give this consent 

Leviathan published 1651 – 2 years after English beheaded king 

Intro
Man can play god by the art of man – science is highest form of art
Art is capacity to build and construct and design 
- Human can make an artificial animal
we can make an artificial man life is but motion of limbs (pg. 1)
a commonwealth is an artificial man 
the sovereignty is an artificial soul giving life and body (pg. 1)
civil war is its death 
- life is but motion
- the passions
the same in all people
but, they have different objects
the objects of our passions are different
different things make us happy, sad, scared, etc. 
pg. 5 – you don’t have to have access to wise teachings, or “left the cave” or gone to university all you have to do is look into you heart 
here we get a science of politics?

Mechanical Human
- sense
every thought n your mind created by sense
creates resistance on other side
pg.6 – the cause of sense is the external body the organ body to 
things that are in motion remain in motion until something comes along and pushes it to stop
these senses – we have the immediately ex. Put hand on hot stove
as time goes on we can recall a sense (sense of pain caused by stove)
that is imagination
- imagination
decaying sense
- dreams
things we have when sleeping
reverse of imagination
anger – causes heat in the body so when I’m sleeping and have a dream and somehow I kindle that heat in the body it goes backwards to heat?
Problem: usually easy to distinguish between dreaming and imagination and sense
 - problem for those who doze off in the day – problem distinguishes memory from dream
why talk about this? 
About obedience and civil obedience
Staring at this basic level of sense that lead to images – we can be easily deceived
The fact that we are easily deceived is a problem for civil order 
Easily fooled by those out to manipulate
- trains of thought
our thoughts moved form one to another 
this can happen in 2 ways
1. Sometimes we just think and its more or less unguided (no clear object in mind)
2. A lot of times we have direction in mind
usually what we are after – relationship between cause and effect (or vice Versa)
- prudence
the more experience you have the more prudent you can become 
also something that animals have – not limited to humans
speech is essential to distinguish human form all other living creatures 

Speech – pg. 60
- register thoughts, conversation without which no commonwealth, peace, etc. 60.
- uses and abuses of speech
2 things
1. For registering the consequences of thoughts 
that we do for ourselves
bookmark in your thinking
words allow you to mark your thoughts
2. Use as signifiers
to communicate with others
communicate thoughts 
pg. 17 4 uses :
1. Register causes and effects 
import. Bc that is how we acquire arts
we can entertain – poetry, etc. 
4 abuses of speech
1. To register error
2. Deceptions
to deceive others
he describes it as metaphor 
when we use words metaphorically – using them in another sense than that which they are ordained for 
3words have one meaning 
- truth and falsehood are attributes
- correct definitions 

pg. 17 – words have one meaning sometimes one word means a string of words 

speech is important bc it allows people to groups things under universal terms it allows us to learn things 
gives example triangle –if I give you two angles of triangle you might be able to figure out the 3rd 
if you don’t have words to group the various triangle under main world triangle every
allows us t o extend lessons from one case to another 
like causes  to prices like effects 
that’s why truth and falsehood are attributes of speech for Hobbes
truth is right ordering of names 
 
correct definitions
imprt bc: pg. 19 last lines: for words are wise mans … they are the money of fools 
misuses lead to faulty info – 
insignificant towards and speech come into 2 forms
1. words that do not have clear definitions
2. when combine two words that cannot be combined 
the absurdity should appear to you as evident

Reason and Science
- reasoning is relied upon language
- dependent upon speech
- reasoning is adding and subtracting (22)
- yields conditional knowledge 

pg. 21 (bottom) – although the nature f that we see be the same …
absurdity sets us up in a situation where human nature can lead us to disorder and violence
most common cause of uncertainty – not agreed upon definitions
· need agreed upon definitions

How and Why People Act
· appetite or aversion
· voluntary motion  
· pg. 28
· appetite and aversion diff for different people
· the simple passion – appetite, desire, love averiosn grief, )3)
· we can use these to understand how in different situations they take different forms 
· 31 – joy arising form imagination …. Glory which grounded upon experience but if grounded on flattery of others or only supposed … is called vanity? 
· deliberation and the will
· when you think about doing something you engage in deliberation between aversions and desires and eventually you settle on something 
· when you get to the last aversion or desire this is your will
· deliberation – removing the liberty to do or not to do 
· continual striving for happiness
we act in order to bring ourselves happiness 
however (34) continual successful and prosperous is that man called
no such things as perpetual 
· judgment 
· 
· 2 kinds of motion – involuntary and voluntary 
· when motion stops you die
· voluntary

begins to introduce concept of power – pay attention to 
1. there are multiple sources of power
2. power is relational – natural power as eminence of our faculties – therefore never stable 


Hobbes Leviathan 
Jan. 21 

Power
- Natural vs. instrumental
pg. 50 – natural power is the eminence … liberality
instrumental are powers by which ….  Makes still the more haste
power builds upon power – the more you have the more you develop
power is the eminence of your faculties
power for Hobbes is relational 
power exists in the extent to which my faculties exceed someone else’s 
therefore constantly on the look out for this that may be better/ more powerful
having rich and powerful friends is also power
once you have power you have a network of friends you can call on 
therefore power is never stable
- many forms
pg. 50 and 51 – gives whole set of things we can csndiere forms of power that people seek 
see how he values peoples individuality
compete for things like honour, money, etc. 
uses this discussion of power to give account of worth/value of human being 
- value of a human
Hobbes account seems very cynical 
Says it is valuable is it what people will pay for your power (51) – “his price… and therefore is not absolute but dependent on the need and judgement …)
Why would he talk about the value of people in this way?
Pg. 50 p. 3 – the greatest of human powers is that which is compounded by most men … 
Value – that which you are willing to pay for the use of power that if something represents the greatest of human powers it suggest to you that you ought to be willing to pay a lot for it 
Therefore setting up for later – the price of living in commonwealth should be pretty high
How can people live in peace and unity? When human nature is so competitive
57- tells us – the of this life … for there is no … greatest good as is spoken of in the old book… felicity is the ocntual process of desire for one object… the cause whereof the object of mans desire is not to enjoy for once only 
all about motion .. things that are not in motion are dead – motion is central to human life 
human beings not just want things that bing happiness what they seek after is power – relentlessly and continuously
58 – general inclinational the perpetual inclination for power after power that ceases inly in death 
2 passions that bring us towards peace:
commodious living
fear of violent death – powerful motivating force that we can rely upon to give us a secure life together 
people are quite prejudice and lack science – don’t have knowledge of effects 
trust the wrong people – not good at figuring out who to trust 
ignorant of true definitions
unable to recognise the errors of those who we trust  
- perpetual desire for power 

Religion
- does think it has been used effectively by some leaders to have civil obedience 
- the difficulty we have in identifying causes
- religion is a human construct
- revelation may be a reliable source knowledge, but only for those which receive it directly 
leaves it open that revelation may be sound authority for some
but it can only have authority for those which experience directly
72- for as in natural things men required … supernatural require miracles…

Conclusion
- up to this point certain features of human nature render us prone to civil disorder but also features that incline us to peace
diversity and motion define human life but how to have civil rider and political life? 

Natural Condition of Humankind
- equality (baseline – humans in the state of nature)
physical strength
74 – nature hath made mind that body and mind faculties to one man be stronger … is not considerable that one man may claim himself in .. weakest kill the strongest
power is relationship exists in emeince of faculties
but somebody is so much stronger that they can be absolutely assured in the their strength because even the weakest can kill strongest by sneaking up or confederation with others 
mental faculties
faculty of mind 
prudence is but experience which equal time equally applies to men 
state marked by profound equality 
- roughly equal hopes and expectation of achieving our desired ends
leads us into competition with others 

- not only do we seek power – we tend to have inflated conceptions of our own abilities

Three Causes of Quarrel – his argument that are baseline is 
76
- competition
arises from our equality of expectations for achieving desired ends
- diffidence
“distrust” of each other
we become diffident is because we are in competition with others
ex. Think of surviving – work together to help each other but don’t trust each other 
for safety
- glory
we all seek glory which leads us to compete
particularly problematic bc of our vain nature
for reputation
- baseline – where there is no common power humans don’t live well together

State of War
- solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short
- not an historical state
- no laws, no justice
- escape requires broth reason and passion
the passions that incline us to peace – fear of violent death and desire for commodious living
reason discovers for us the laws of nature
laws of nature – the articles of peace

Laws of Nature
- natural right vs. natural law
natural right – a certain kind of liberty
79- right of nature is the liberty each man has to use his own power … for the preservation of nature 
right to use own power as you see fit to ensure your won preservation
everyone has right to everything to ensure preservation – includes the body of another
the consequence: nobody is every secure than in the state of nature
it is from this right that we develop the laws of nature 
law – certain kind of obligation 
79- precept of general rule that which a man is … take away life..
 
- first law of Nature: precept of reason to seek peace
how we should use our power to best secure our own survival – the first law is to seek peace
80 – every man ought to endeavour peace as far as he hopes to obtain it … 
where you cannot have peace you can resort to war 
how to do this? How to seek peace: leads to second law 
- second law of nature: contract with others 
contract with others to secure peace where possible
80 – men be willing when others are so to .. he shall think it necessary to lay down his right to all things .. to allow other men against himself 
precept of reason tells us we should contract with others to … so long as we all do this to secure peace
the extent of the liberties that we should divest of ourselves is quite extensive 
- how does it make sense to divest our self liberties?
Think of current times with Canada and US post 9/11
Empower gov. and sign away rights 

Contracts
- essential to regulating human affairs
cannot transfer all rights
82 – first man cannot lay down right to …
under no condition can you transfer away right to resist someone to take your life 
wounds and chains and imprisonment 
3. Motive and end … nothing else but security of a mans person as not to be weary …
contracts allow is to carry out in the future acts of will now
contract is the result of deliberation 
deliberation – when confronted with the choice of any kind of action we deliberate – succession of passion – mainly appetites and desires – you will – what you settle on – that gives us deliberate actions
a contrast arises from deliberation ad therefore is an act of the will 
they allow us to carry our acts of will into the future and give us a kind of certainty
- acts of the will
acts of will happen in the moment, contract allow us to cement them and carry them into the future
- two problems:
who goes first?
The essential problem of contracts
If there is no authority over us to enforce contracts then I am relying on the other person to follow 
In state of nature – no coercive person to force person going second to fulfill their end of the bargain
Pg. 80 – for as long as every man hold right to do anything he like … but if other men don’t lay down his right there is no… expose himself to prey which no man is bound to do … 
Limited force of words
pg. 80? – fear of consequences of breaking the world or … 

- solution: fear
pg. 88 the passion to be reckoned upon is fear 
people must fear breaking contracts for them to be useful

Justice and Injustice
- third law of nature: performance of covenant
gives rise to notions of justice and injustice
justice is keeping the covenant
- injustice = absurdity 
if you covenant to do something and the don’t do it = absurd
irrational 
- justice and injustice are concepts that exist only when there is a social contract in place
- before we can have them we need power to induce sufficient fear to compel their compliance
89- before the meaning just and justice can have place… by the terror of some punishment 
before you have a commonwealth no fear 
- why justice is not against reason
aren’t there cases where I am better off breaking contract?
Hobbes says no 
We are a group of individual when left to our won devices fall to violence, competition, etc. 
Natural equality that leads people to untie with others
Bc in state of nature people are essentially equal in physical and mental capabilities – leads to unite
Breaking contracts – runs counter to that need to untie
Never rational to break contract 
92 –justice the keeping of covenant by rule of reason that stops us from …. And the law of nature 

16 remaining Laws of Nature
- negative formulation of the golden rule
99 – don’t do what you don’t want done to you 
- command or rational deductions?
moral philosophy?
In some passages he seems to suggests that the laws are commands and in others that they are rational deduction
Pg. 100 – these dictates or reason that use to call them names of laws but importantly but they are conclusions … where the law .. right to command over others
Engaged in moral philosophy – moral philosophy science of what is good and evil in the conversation of society of mankind…  
Rational thing to do .. following from scientific understanding of what human begins are 

Social Contract
· setting up a common power
· we don’t enter contract with our sovereign
· involves agreement amongst ourselves to set up a common power 
· 106 -  the final cause or end of men who naturally over dominion over others… in which we see them live in commonwealths … get out of miserable condition of war …. 
· Why not set up popular form of government like Greeks?
· Bc individual judgment is weak
· weakness of individual judgment
· we don’t make good judgement 
· 107 – and be there never so great a multitude but o their actions are … they can expect therefore no defense .. distracting by opinion.. hinder one another,  and reduce strength by mutual opposition … and when no common enemy make war on each other 
· for if we could suppose a great multitude of men to consent to … we might as well suppose mankind to do the same then were would be no need to commonwealth gov. bc there would be so need for subjection… 
· if it wasn’t for the fact that we have weak judgment  … we could live peacefully without this 
· judgments are fallible 
· why we are not like bees and ants
· but animals work together with nothing to guide them with noting but own appetites and judgment we can’t bc:
· 1. Bees and ants aren’t in constant competition for honour and dignity 
 human beings are individuals – the common good differs from private goods 
2. Humans have language – communicate with each other and discourse 
controversies, generate conflict 
3. Damage? Can blame – can distinguish between injury and damage and can take offense 
4. Our covenant and society is artificial – commonwealth
109 – definition of commonwealth 

Commonwealth
- reducing a plurality of individuals wills to one will
- terms of he contract: total submission of will and judgment
- Leviathan/Mortal God
for by this authority given by every particular men in commonwealth… by terror thereof he is able to … peace… 

Rights of the Sovereign
- subject can never change the form of government
- sovereign can never said to have broken contract
sovereign can never act unjustly
-power of censorship - 113?
What the kinds of things what people should and should not say
Sovereign gets to decide
- power to grant titles and honours

Sovereignty
- absolute and indivisible
- can be held by one, few, or many
- advantages and disadvantages of monarchy
in monarchy public and private interests are the same
monarchs can receive council from whomever and whenever they like in public or private
parliament cant do things like that 
assembly – people are not always there – change of decisions when different people are in 
aren’t envious or have different interests or have opposing opinions
disadvantages – favouritism – argues assemblies do that too
sovereignty might fall upon a child – argues a young monarch is ruled by group of advisors is basically the same as an assembly 

- right of succession = artificial eternity
lies in right of succession
in democracy right of succession doesn’t make sense
in a aristocracy it’s the assembly who gets to choose 
when monarch dies not always clear who the next successor is therefore the choice has to lie with existing monarch 
- commonwealths instituted  by consent or acquisition
consent of individuals who come together to form of commonwealth?
Acquisition – conquest – 
No difference in power of sovereign
Only different in acquisition – fear conqueror

Awful Arrangement?
- it would be irrational to choose the far worse option that is the state of war

Discussion Group
1. According to Hobbes, why is the natural condition of human beings a war of all against all? 
- competition
- strive for power
power is not a constant
- language -  can be used to communicate but also create issues between people – blame 

2. Explain Hobbes’ claim that the possibility of escaping the war of all against all rests on both our passions and our reason? 

3. How does Hobbes understand justice? 
- justice doesn’t exist until there is sovereign  and a social contract
- justice is something artificial for Hobbes 

4. What is the significance of Hobbes’ claim that “covenants without swords are but words” (106)? 

5. What are the most significant rights of the sovereign? 


Hobbes –Ch. 21-31

· sovereign is not natural.. Hobbes tells us that they are playing God
· sovereign is constructed
· they are necessary to overcome the fear and uncertainty that is natural to humans
· for him sovereign is created by the people and based in the consent of the people
· rights of sovereign are extraordinary – no act can be deemed unjust 
· sovereign has no covenant with the people

Civil Liberty
· individuals regulating their own actions in these areas permitted by the sovereign
· pg. 136 – liberty is the absence of external opposition to motion
· freedom from constraint
· we shouldn’t confuse external impediment to internal impediment to motion which are just lack of power
· we get this definition what is a free man – 136
· liberty is inconsistent with fear
· to act out of ear is not t be free but according to Hobbes this is wrong
· liberty is consistent to fear
· what people to do under commonwealth under fear of law – you still have liberty to choose not to follow law 
· no actual impediment – fear of penalty yes but not un-free to choose 
· liberty is consistent with necessity
· important bc civil laws are establish a certain kind f necessity and fear
· civil laws – artificial chains that we are bound by mutual covenant to obey – 138
says many civil laws do not control our lives – this is civil liberty
· why the liberty of ancient Greece and Rome was not civil liberty
· liberty boasted by ancients was not liberty of men but of commonwealths
· 140 – the Athenians and were romans were free commonwealths but not that the liberty of men had any liberty to resists… 
· free commonwealths for ancients was able to resists or invade other commonwealths but does not the individuals were free 
· paragraph 9 – 
· he teaches us you are free only in a democratic state and that under a monarchy you are un-free ??
· he thinks these misunderstandings have dangerous consequences and lead people to think that they must depose sovereign 
· but to depose sovereign is to elite the common authority that brings us out of the state of war and state of nature 
how do we measure civil liberty?
141 – for the act of our submission consisted of both obligation and liberty and must be inferred and …. not form some act of our own but all men are equal… 
the covenant gives us both liberty and obligation
understand liberty in relation to that ultimate end we are seeking: peace and security
the one thing you cant transfer away thru covenant is self preservation (cant sign away right to preserve own life)
as such you can resists lawful command to kill yourself 
can refuse to accuse yourself
subjects to Hobbes even to refuse to dangerous or dishonourable commands but you cannot frustrate that end for which the sovereignty was instituted
ex. Told to go to war – cant decide not to fight but if you find someone to replace you can do that 
as soon as sovereign offers sovereign then they don’t have that right (only if they are facing death sentence)
people who are lawfully convicted can defend their own lives 
143- where the sovereign has prescribed no rule there the subject has … to his own discretion 
· obligation that subjects owe to the sovereign lasts only as long as he has the power to protect them

Subordinate Authorities
- political bodies
described lawful and unlawful assemblies – 155?
Compares to mans body 

· counsellors
· exhortation (try to persuade) and dehoration (persuade against)
· 167- council that assigns with that given it .. for that exrith doth… 
· ministers
· people who act in the sovereigns place to perform certain functions
· becomes important to understand the extend and the nature of their authority
· public minister may be compared to organ of the state – power to represent the person of the commonwealth 
· empowered by the sovereign
· sovereign has 2 capacities – both an individual persona and an office
·  one natural and one politics 
· 156
· the natural – human
· political – office
· distinction important bc ministers serve the political 
ministers have no autonomous authority 
2 types of ministers
1. Those who teach
teachers
relates to pg. 113 – bc sovereign so deeply involved in censorship and teaching teachers should be considered ministers
The rule of law – great deal of emphasis on the ways in which laws can be interpreted and the equal application of the law 

173 – civil law is to every subject the rules that the commonwealth has demanded by world writing, … for distinction of what and wrong that s to say what is contrary and what is not contrary to the rule of law 
- just bc living in commonwealth does not mean natural laws vanish
- of you look back at natural law – equity, justice, gratitude, etc. – those things all become laws in commonwealth
pass laws to ensure that these things are protected
- justice consists of keeping the covenant – is part of natural law
- intertwining  of civil law and natural law

Civil Laws
- civil and natural laws contain one another
- laws must be public and propagated
- requirements for laws to have effect
laws must be known (public)
legislator must be known 
have to know who makes the law and that they are authorized to do so 
- all laws must be interpreted
for that we need judges
184 (p 128) – who makes good judges – who understand the reason and equity?
2. Contempt of unnecessary riches – someone who isn’t easily bribed
3. Someone who can be impartial who doesn’t make decisions based on emotions
4. Patience to hear and good memory 
previously precedents don’t bind current judges and cases
what about divine law?
Revelation might be a source of knowledge but it cant have authority except for the person who receives it directly cant obliged someone to believe
And cant know thru reason is someone has had divine revelation
Can compel people to follow divine law as long as doesn’t go against natural law
188? 

Excuses and Extenuations
Law of nature – ignorance never excuse 
- ignorance of civil laws excuses where the laws are not adequately made public
sovereign is contained in law – no retroactive increases in severity of punishments 
if your told is penalty is whatever and then it is later increased you cant do that 
penalties must be attached to laws
and penalties cant be created after the fact 
- terror presence death excuses
if you face it is reasonable to reserve life in the moment even if you break the law 
what leads people; to commit crimes? 
sometimes reason from false principles
faulty principles: 193 – justice is but a vain word… 
false teachings
false reasoning from true principles
more likely – by passions mainly being vain glory
195 – false opinion of own wisdom darkness of which they believe the lie but nothing else of .. blindness ...)
believe they are so stealthy and sneaky but aren’t 
- want of food or other necessities of life excuses 
necessities of life where you have no possibilities of gaining them in another way excuses breaking the law 
right of nature - preservation
- children mad men excuse from law even natural law 
- some crimes are worse than others – worst ones committed from vain glory
- can commit crime and hope you aren’t discovered or commit crime for glory (think you are too rich, to powerful, too many friends to get caught)
199… a contempt of all 
- 201 – to maintain doctrines contrary tot religion contrary to commonwealth is … so it also to live profanity… likewise professor of the law to maintain any point that … weakening of sovereign problem is grater crime…. For such men not only commit crime but also teach it
dangerous teachers bc the gain followers 

Punishment
- originates in the right of nature
the sovereigns rights remains in place – is increases in force because we have all relinquished ours
Key Aspects: 
- cannot be for revenge
sovereign can’t punish at will
- rehabilitation
204 – disposes the delinquent to obey the laws

Causes of Death of the Commonwealth
- imperfect institutions
the want of absolute power – of sovereign tries to rule with anything less than the commonwealth will break apart 
- seditious doctrines
concise – notions that whatever man does against it is a sin 
for protestant sects Hobbes thought the problem they being to see every denial as a prophet
of their sovereigns commands them to do something against sovereign where judges of right and wring and required to obey conscience they are turned against sovereign  
213- issue : if people think sovereign is be subject to civil laws
to be subject to laws is to be subject to commonwealth
sovereign cannot be bound to himself
that everyman has right to property that excludes sovereign
notion of divided sovereignty
- imitation of the Greeks and Romans
rebellions against sovereignty have been influenced by these ancients gov.
“from the reading of such book men have undertaken to kill their kings bc the Greeks and Latins writers make it lawful provided before he do it they call him tyrant … “
- mixed government
217 – to what disease natural body of men to compare to … I have seen men with another man growing out of side.. 
- want of money
- excessive power in the towns
power must always be subordinate
218- immoderate greatness of a town that it is able furnish.. great army… 
when they start being powerful to raise money and army they begin to start to destroy commonwealth from inside 

Office of the Sovereign
- 219 – but by safety here is not met by bear preservation but also all other contentment of life which every man… shall acquire to himself
safety but also giving security you need to do those things that you want to do in your life so long as you aren’t harming commonwealth
- procuring safety of the people
- maintaining the rights of the sovereign
sovereign must teach ppl why he needs these rights
ppl less likely to resist when the understand the necessity of absolute power
university – propagators of seditious doctrine but also in position to have greats effect on teaching people about politics and sovereignty
225 – they who necessities trade … 
commonwealth depends on people learning about these rules and reasons of politics so they understand why they should obey sovereign and why the rule should be absolute
can also maintain authority by equal admin of justice
rich don’t get preferential treatment
all treated equally by law
prevents conflicts 
public charity can also maintain rights
welfare state
218? 
Many men in accident unable to maintain themselves not to charity by private persons but provided for by laws of commonwealth
When they aren’t provided for they have right to ensure that that can involved breaking the law
Maintain civil peace  
good vs. just laws 
sovereign should make good laws
laws by definition are just as long as they don’t violate natural laws
229 – good lie that which is needful for good of people… for use of laws are but rules is not to bind people but to direct and keep them in such motion s not to hurt themselves by own actions… 
proper sue of punishment and rewards 
*good choice of military commanders – bc they can be potentially dangerous to sovereign
need commanders who are faithful subjects and good commanders
233- popular sovereign – must maintain rights of sovereign – absolute power ???

Conclusion
243 – now considering how different from doctrine is from greatest part of the world especially in western parts who receive moral learning from Rome and Athens… 
says he is the fist one to work through this form motions to ppl to commonwealth of sovereign 
sees himself as instructing – way for sovereigns to do politics better to avoid civil war and keep pop. Safe and ensure conditions that they pursue commodious living 
Hobbes objective 
Key aspect :
Science of politics
Natural condition of human beings
Take into account of state of nature 
The sovereign

Discussion Group

Question 1 - Pg. 140 



Locke, Second Treatise of Government
Ch. 1-10
Feb. 4

- writing towards ends of 1600s

· brings into questions about why citizens should obey political leaders and what was the extent of that obligation
· for Hobbes it was almost unlimited 
- at the beginning of the text having dealt with the issue for heredity and divine right of kings I will move on 

Political Power
- pg. 8 – 
- a right of making laws with penalties of death and consequently, all less penalties, for the regulating and preserving of property, and of employing the force of the community, in the execution of such 
- political power = the right to be obeyed
- political power is given or bestowed
- where does it come from?

State of Nature
- pg. 8 
- perfect equality and perfect liberty
state of nature and state of war are quite distinct
· state in which god places people in the world – not designed to show what human are like but device to show us what our rights and duties are as people of God
· all men are created equal in their fundamental entitlement and the duties that they owe
· state of perfect freedom and equality 
· perfect freedom bc everyone is free to order their lives as they wish
· perfect equality – bc no one has natural authority over others (similar to Hobbes)
· pg. 9 - but though this be a state of liberty it is not a state if license
nobody can tell you what to do but you still cant do just whatever you want
there is something in state of nature that limits to what we can do bc we have a law of nature 
· law of nature
pg. 9 – which obliges everyone and reason that is that laws… being all equal and independent no one ought to harm another in his life, liberty, or possessions 
how do people know about this law?
Reason that which is that law – law of nature is a law of reason and also through exercise if reason that we discover this law
through exercise of reason we discover Gods will and areas where his will doesn’t enter in directly?
We use reason to determine to what extent can form to law of nature 
Law of nature is binding on us and constrains our actions to some extent 
Who enforces law of nature?
*pg. 9 – law of nature is put into every mans hands..
the right to punish and enforce is in every one of us – fundamental right and duty that we have as creations of law living in state of nature
right and duty to judge how to live in this world God has created?
Right to include others accountable who go against law of nature 
· punishment for reparation and restraint
· right to punish does not been you can punish in any way you want
· can punish for 2 things: reparation and restraint
· pg. 10 – one man comes to power over another ….
· We are entitled to punish when needed but it is not arbitrary 
· people don’t make good judges in their own case
· pg. 12 
· it is unreasonable that men become judges in their own cases for self love … love and revenge take them too far in punishing others 
state of nature is a relationship or condition – condition of having no common superior 
when we find ourselves int that situation and we have only the law of reason (law of nature) to govern us 
state of nature was not historical state – Locke thought there would always be people in the state of nature
kings and princes always in state of nature bc there is no common authority over the top of them 
State of War
State of nature is not state of war like Hobbes believes
If state of nature is having no common superiority
State of war is one person declared a sedate settled designs upon another mans life – 16

State of War
· If someone acts in such a way that they seek to exercise absolute arbitrary authority over your life they have put themselves in state of war 
· Killing the thief
If this happens you are entitled to fight and kill him 
Can kill him punishment and for reparation and restraint only 
By expressing that sedated design upon life that thief removed from state of nature and put you in state of war
State of war  you abandon rule of reason and now nothing left of force
Now Hobbes is right
Once someone threatens life you are in state of war
If you kill thief – something always come back?

Slavery
- freedom in the state of nature vs. freedom under laws
pg. 17 – natural liberty of man is to be free form an superiority on earth.. and have only law of nature as rule.. 
freedom under gov. – live as you will under the civil law of society
law of nature mean in n condition does individual have absolute and arbitrary authority over own life – ex. Prohibited from killing yourself and from killing others 
in political society same thing 
there is not condition in which you have power to take own life as you will 
central dimension of Locke is account  of consent – Locke argues that no person can give away or transfer is something that they do not possess
as such no one can voluntary enslave themselves
pg.17 – freedom from absolute arbitrary power is so close to a mans preservation.. for a man … no put himself 
no person may transfer what he or she does not possess

Property
· essential dimension of his political thought
· everything out on earth is put there for purpose 
· our purpose must in some include our own preservation
· the fruits of the earth their purpose is to provide sustenance for us 
· the problem: the commons and he individuals need for property
· has to be a means by which we can legitimate appropriate things of the commons of the earth to out own
· can we say that we own anything in original condition?
· Body? No – cant kill ourselves 
· Labour – yes – what I can do with my body 
· Labour
· One an only thing that I own initially 
· Labour for Locke is original source of property
· 19 – every man has a pretty in his own person this that nobody has any right to but himself the labour of his body … 
· 2 limitations on initial acquisition of property
· 20-21
· 1. Have to leave enough and as good for others
· 2. Spoilage – cant let the things you take to spoil
· land 
· 21
· we are suppose to this with land
· god gave us land to industrious and 
· having land not just right it is actually rational
· how does he deal with scarcity of land?
· 1. Introduction of money
· before we have money even though we have land we live in barter economy but this can get inconvenient
· money 2 characteristics that set it apart from fruits of earth
· doesn’t spoil
· cant really run out of money
this gets rid of spoilage limitation and enough and good limitation
once we have money we can horde 
now we can start to have wealth
· 2. Calculation of taking land out of commons:
· when you take something out of common and work it you make it more valuable; 23
· bc one acre of cultivated land producers 10x valuable that left untouched 
· therefore shouldn’t think of it as taking 10 acres out of commons but putting 9 back in 
· therefor never run into problem enough and good limitation
· 29 – it is plain that men have agreed to … of the earth… 
· by introducing money we have agreed that there will be material inequality in life but this will be legitimate
· note: happens prior to entry into political society
· right to unlimited acquisition of land 
· 
· money
· tacit consent to inequality

paternal Power
paternal power is misnamed it should be considered parental power
not power that extends all that far
tied to children to developing reason at which point it ceases
bc power is split by 2 – severely undercuts absolute monarchy

· undercuts appeal to paternal power as defense of morality
· freedom grounded in reason

Political Society
· no person can be exempt fro the laws
· must relinquish right to excise law of nature
· absolute monarchy is always inconsistent with political society
· bc they do not live under laws
· consent
· this how political society begins 
· pg. 52 – man being.. all free equal and independent 
· joining together of individuals 
· advantaged – impartial judges, known laws, prospects for peace 
· issue; when you concentrate powers to enforce laws of nature – abuse of powers can occur?
· Need unanimous consent to enter political society
· Once we enter we can be ruled by majority rule 
· responding to 2 objection to the consent argument
· tacit consent
· 64
· tow kinds consent –
· if someone lives under political society and enjoys benefits that person can be taken to give tacit consent to the political authority in place
· expressed consent – cannot be revoked
· tacit/assumed consent – can be revoked (diverse yourself of property)

The Social Contract
Why would people want to leave state of nature – to preserve life and property – filled with uncertainties and inconvenience – not good judges in won case
- objective: preservation of property
benefits 66
known and settled laws
impartial judges
power to enforce laws
costs
1. Power to do whatever necessary for self preservation (transferred to the extent necessary for social coordination)
2. Power to punish violations the law of nature (transferred entirely)
limits of governmental power 
power can never extend further than the common good
limits of power defined by reasons why it was instituted for the first place

Conclusion
- state of nature not state of war
property
natural right that emerges in state of nature
chief end of which why enter into political society
consent

limited gov. 

Discussion Group
Natural right  limit to natural rights – can’t take more than what you need, right health, liberty, and right
We are terrible judges of own natures
We are partial and prejudice
Natural limits to property? – good and as much .. spoil
In terms of land – 
Invention money – doesn’t spoil 
Government for sake of life, liberty, and property




Feb. 11 Lecture
Locke Ch. 11-19

Review 
· Consent based theory of obligation
· Defines state of nature of state of perfect equality and liberty
· Nobody naturally has right to rule over others
· How do some get this right?
· Bc we are all equal the only way to get this right is on basis of consent of individual who will be obeying 
· Transfer of consent 
· Cannot transfer what you do not have 
· The power of those political authorities can never be absolute or arbitrary bc ppl in state of nature do not have absolute power over their own lives 
Benefits of living in political society?
Remedies to inconveniences of state of nature
We are not good judges – partial to own interests

· Advantages of government:
Known and settled laws
Impartial judges
Power of enforcement – power to enforce law
We as individuals pool our powers to interpret and enforce laws of nature and transfer to the authority
Transfer of power carries with it hazard 
· Hazards:
Concentration of power
Have taken power that was dispersed and concentrated it 

Extent of the Legislative Power
· Establishment of laws
Connected to natural law (nobody ought to harm another in their life, liberty, happiness)
Legislative limited cannot extend beyond what citizens have transferred to it 
The law of nature that governed us in state of nature doesn’t go away in political society
Limits to power
1. Must rule by established laws 
Cannot rule arbitrarily 
2. Good of the people
laws must be for the common good
common good marks limitation
relationship between common good and individual rights? 
3. respect for property
legislative cannot touch property without consent 
4. Cannot transfer power of making laws
no “subletting” 
once you transfer power to that authority and you aren’t giving that authority to do whatever they wish 

Separation of Powers
· Legislative, executive, and federative
Legislative doesn’t always have t be there – don’t always need them making laws
Need executive power
Advocates constitutional monarchy? 
How to balance these three?
Need clear determination of which is boss to get things done
The legislative should be boss – should be supreme power but in some cases (mainly where you have a monarch) it makes sense monarch as supreme executive power- but this doesn’t mean they have all the power
Legislative power is supreme
But, only a fiduciary power
Certain requirement of what is has to do with this power
Put in place for the people
Must meet certain ends 
Should the legislative being to act contrary to the reason wit was made the power revert to the people which then have power to remove or alter the legislative 
Tied to basic right of self defense 
When the executive hinder the legislative from convening: state of war
Pg. 80 – what of the executive power being possessed of the commonwealth … when the original constitution.. using force upon the people without authority 

Power without Right
 Prerogative
sometime executive gov. must act without explicit legal right from legislative  – in times of emergency
also for things that aren’t explicitly in laws in everyday common sense things in circumstances that cant have particular piece of legislation attached to it 
law is always general
this is a necessity
problem: creates an added hazard: one person can wield power
risks of exceeding boundaries of power
paragraph 160
to control this? – remind sovereign what he was sanctioned 
87 - when the executive misuses prerogative people “for rulers exercise power… for their harm do that which have they do … where the body of the people or any single men is deprived of their right,… then they have liberty to appeal to heaven… and t
despotical power effect of forfeiture
despotic power is not power at all
89 – power that … is given up the hands …
tyrant forfeiture of his life by putting himself ins ate of war with people the tyrant has reduced himself to a brute that can be run off the earth 
conquest 
in an unjust war (where you start) you can acquire no arbitrary right over the people 
in the just war (defensive war) you can acquire certain arbitrary powers:
only over the persons of those individuals which have been directly involved in invading your country bc they have put themselves instate of war with you
you have right to kill someone you also have right to take lesser penalty by taking arbitrary authority over their life 
do not get authority over the property needed for reparation 
usurpation
when someone claims a crown and holds on to 
just domestic conquest and consist of taking something you don’t have
this is tyranny
not just individuals who can act as tyrants 
tyranny
can we oppose leader who rules without right
whenever you have a remedy in law for an unlawful exercise of power
only when there is no remedy in law do you have full right to revolt
105 – brings back story of thief but a bit tweaked
a man with a sword in his hand … 

Dissolution of Government
dissolution of government vs. dissolution of society
society only gets dissolved one way: when invaded
governments get dissolved in 2 ways:
1. When legislative gets alter (par. 214)
when arbitrary rules are replaces laws
an alteration in made to electors or electoral system without consent
prince surrenders people to another power – do not have power to do this (par. 216) 
prince neglects or abandons laws – doesn’t enforce them 
if you get to this point 
2. When legislative or prince act contrary to trust
invades property rights
try to assume arbitrary power
p
par. 223 – prince corrupts legislative thru bribery, etc.
right to revolution – not people rising up that dissolve government  
frequent rebellions?
Says no more than other type of gov. 
Anyone who feel truly mistreated by gov. will stand up
*this is the best fence against rebellion – the real rebellion are those that institute a state of war with people 
115 – the end of gov. is the good of mankind and which is best of mankind is that people should be exposed. .. or .. employ it for the destruction and not the preservation of the people 
people don’t want to disrupt the constitution – status quo
Best fence against frequent rebellions
213- goes about .. and foundation for overturning constitution is highly guilty of greatest crime (par. 232) 

Questions to Think About
- how optimistic is Locke about our ability to live peacefully without gov?
we differentiate Locke from Hobbes – Locke seems to be more 
confident in humans to live together peacefully without gov.
Locke seems to waver about how well can live in the state of nature 
answer to inconveniences is the social contract
argument for social contract rests in a less optimistic view of state of nature 

- what is the relationship between Locke’s account og individual rights and his account of the common good?
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