Business Ethics: Lecture 1:

Ethics: Ethos (ancient Greek): character, comes in many forms with different theories. 

Business: whenever you offer product or service to another.

· Origins of business are the origins of ethics. 
· Beginning of business (civilization): humans began to specialize their skills and create a higher standard of living, and attempt to improve quality of life (or at least establish one) 
·  Must establish an agreement (beginning of ethics – I am not going to “make pots” all day in order for you to steal them later type thing)
· Milton Friedman: “Business has nothing to do with ethics” – business is not amoral (nothing to do with ethics, bad or good has nothing to do with it– different than immoral) 
· Immoral – ethics is involved and you are doing something wrong (active decision making) 

· This course revolves around business success (business failures as a result of ethical failures) 
· Closely related: Individual success (if the business I am working for is successful, then I will be successful – large problem: people hate their jobs… so why are they still doing it?)
· What is success? –despite popular belief, it is about more than just money. 
· Business skills + Business sense
· Acquiring business sense: life experience, study of other people’s life experience, taking some gen arts courses (philosophy, history, etc) 
· More focused on business skills nowadays than business sense. 

What is a good life?
· In the end, something to do with happiness (if you aren’t happy nothing really matters) 
· Main thing: a meaningful existence. (the main reason people aren’t happy, because they don’t feel as though they have the main thing) – waking up in the morning to realize they don’t have to wake up in the morning… 
· A business should have a purpose.  


Arnold S (terminator) – don’t be afraid to fail. (take risks, be a gambler, “you can’t climb the ladder of success with your hands in your pockets) 

· have a goal (what/ who you want to be) 
· take risks (you will fail sometimes, don’t be afraid of that) 
· work very hard
Alan Watts: bringing eastern philosophy to the west. 
· south park cartoon! 
· “ I want to know what I should do so that I can have a good life” 
· Epicurus: 3rd century BC Greek Philosopher
· 3 things all people need for a meaningful life: 
· some money for necessities (luxuries?!)
· friends (true friends) 
· freedom (particularly the freedom to think) 
· anything extra is an artificial thing that has been created to distract you from happiness. 
· You don’t have a meaningful life until you find meaningful life.
· Tend to start businesses (entrepreneurs) 
· Often mistreated by philosophers
· Hedonist: Miley Cyrus (pleasure seeker) 

· Epitetus: 400 years or so later, 1st Century AD Greek
· You must be a part of something: business, government, army, religion 
· Some people are given a goal, a uniform and a title and are very happy. 
· “you live your life like a robot” 

· Both agreed that the main goal in life is to be happy, and that in order to do so you should be able to say “my life has meaning” 
· Both have a role in business


Want: your desire based on biology, psychology, 
Right: based on morals, NOT THE SAME THING

Is/Ought fallacy: Cannot derive a value from a fact. (David Hume – 18th century) – just because the world is a certain way, it should be a certain way…
** Ethics is about values, science is about facts. 

Aesthetics: What is Art vs Beauty? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]- not necessarily coming from facts
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