October 29, 2014 
Lighting Design
Functions of Stage Light
· Visibility - the actors, the costumes, the set
· Selective Focus - Directing the spectators’ attention to a specific place
· Modeling - using shadows to reveal the form of an object or person
· Mood - creating an atmosphere or feeling in the scene
Controllable qualities of light
· Distribution – a) direction of the light, b) shape and size of the area, c) the quality (its diffusion or clarity)
· Intensity – level of brightness (controlling the voltage)
· Movement – a) the timed duration of the light cues, b) the movement of lights either onstage (an actor walking with a lantern) or offstage (follow spot or moving light)
· Colour – tinted light by using gels
Types of lights
ERS (ellipsoidal reflector spot)- Leko
Gobo
Fresnel- soft diffused beam
Barn doors- used as shutters
PAR 
CYC- cyclorama
Sharkstooth Scrim- Semi translucent material
How to design with light 
Key and Fill – Primary light and fill light to create ambience usually from behind
Front Light: an angle of 45 (eyes to the lighting instrument) flattens facial features and lacks definition
Back Light: Facial features are invisible. The light is behind in the distance, and focus, to front stage. This gives depth to the image. This can be done in several successive plans but also in a single layer closest as possible to the distance. 
Side Light: High side – principal source or secondary 
Mid High- Highly dramatic and effective
Low- can light just the actor not the floor
Floor Lights: Very “theatrical” Facial features seem unreal, unnatural shade. Gives it a dark and dramatic appearance. 
Top Light: facial features semi obscured. Used to isolate a character, or punctuate a moment. 
Additive colours (lights) – the more colours you add creates white. Primary colours RGB 
Subtractive colours (pigments) – the more colours added you create black
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lighting Plot: Shows where lights will be hung
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