PSY1101 – Chapter 6 Part 2

Perceptual Organization
· Gestalt is an organized whole; gestalt psychologists emphasized our tendency to integrate pieces of information into meaningful wholes

Form Perception
· Figure-ground is the organization of the visual field into objects (the figures) that stand out from their surroundings (the ground)
· Grouping is the perceptual tendency to organize stimuli into coherent groups
· Proximity
· Similarity
· Continuity
· Connectedness
· Continuity
Depth Perception
· Depth perception is the ability to see objects in three dimensions although the images that strike the retina are two-dimensional; allows us to judge distance
· Visual cliff is a laboratory device for testing depth perception in infants and young animals
· Most had enough depth perception not to crawl onto the glass
· Binocular cues are depth cues, such as retinal disparity, that depend on the use of two eyes
· Retinal disparity is a binocular cue for perceiving depth: By comparing images from the retinas in the two eyes, the brain computes distance – the greater the disparity (difference) between the two images, the closer the objects
· Monocular cues are depth cues, such as interposition and linear perspective, available to either eye alone 
Motion Perception
· Phi phenomenon is an illusion of movement created when two or more adjacent lights blink on and off in quick succession
· Stroboscopic movement is a rapid series of slightly varying images (film animation, 24 slides in 1 seconds equals movement)
Perceptual Constancy
· Perceptual constancy is perceiving objects as unchanging (having consistent shapes, size, lightness, and color) even as illumination and retinal images changes
· Shape constancy
· Size constancy
· Light constancy
· Color constancy is perceiving familiar objects as having consistent color, even if changing illumination alters the wave-lengths reflected by the object
Perceptual Interpretation 

Sensory Deprivation and Restored Vision
· There is a critical period for sensory and perceptual development
· Covering one eye of an adult for several months will have no effect on sight once it is removed
· During this critical period this would be much different

Perceptual Adaptation
· Example of goggles that perceive everything 40 m to the left
· Humans can adapt
· There would be an aftereffect once the goggles are removed but then a human would once again adapt
· Perceptual adaptation in vision, is the ability to adjust to an artificially displaced or even inverted visual field

Perceptual Set
· Perceptual set is a mental predisposition to perceive one thing and not another
· Case of the loch ness monster photo, tree or monster?
· Preferring a specific food because you are told one contains something you wouldn’t usually like
· Guessing how tall a person is as compared to another person standing beside them who is taller
· Biased soccer referees – being told one team is rougher means the ref will likely give more cards to the team

Perception and the Human Factor
· Human factor psychologists are a branch of psychology that explores how people and machines interact and how machines and physical environments can be made sage and easy to use
· Triangles in kitchens (fridge, sink, stove)
· Makes for most efficient work

Is There Extrasensory Perception?
· Extrasensory perception is the controversial claim that perception can occur apart from sensory input; includes telepathy, clairvoyance, and precognition
· Parapsychology is the study of paranormal phenomena, including ESP and psychokinesis

Claims on ESP
· Most relevant claims are for 3 varieties of ESP:
· Telepathy
· Mind-to-mind communication, perceiving another’s thoughts
· Clairvoyance
· Perceiving remote events, sensing a friends house on fire
· Precognition
· Perceiving future events, outcome of sports event

Premonitions or Pretensions?
· Coincidences are bound to happen
· A test of 1300 peoples dream revealed 4 were able to guess the whereabouts of a dead child
· Coincidence?

Putting ESP to Experimental Test 
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