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I. For the following, on the line provided, write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or implicit conclusion is. This question is worth two marks.
1. Basketball is a better game than golf because it is more athletic than golf.

Implicit__Premise__

The more athletic the game is, the better the game is.
Or:

Athletic games are better.

II. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. There are no enthymemes in any of these arguments. The value of each question is five marks.  
1. Capital punishment should be abolished, because carrying out the execution has a brutalizing effect on the prison officials involved; there is always the chance of executing the wrong person; and the violence of executions teaches the wrong lesson, since it encourages that the way to solve problems is through violence.
1. Carrying out the execution has a brutalizing effect on the prison officials involved.

2. There is always the chance of executing the wrong person.

3. Capital punishment [it] encourages that the way to solve problems is through violence.

4. The violence of executions teaches the wrong lesson. 3 

5. Capital punishment should be abolished. 1, 2, 4
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2. The University of Ottawa should be taking the lead in reducing pollution, not contributing to it with the use of lawn chemicals! Therefore, the University of Ottawa should stop spraying chemical pesticides and herbicides on its lawn. After all, there are good natural alternatives for controlling weeds and insects. Also, the chemicals used pose a hazard to those who are at the university. Another problem is that if it rains, then the runoff from the chemicals runs into the sewer lines and contributes to water pollution. Finally, the use of lawn chemicals sets a bad example for the rest of the city. 
1. There are good natural alternatives for controlling weeds and insects.

2. The chemicals used pose a hazard to those who are at the university. 

3. If it rains, then the runoff from the chemicals runs into the sewer lines and contributes to water pollution.

4. The use of lawn chemicals sets a bad example for the rest of the city.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. The University of Ottawa should stop spraying chemical pesticides and herbicides on its lawn.
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III. For each of the following: (1) identify which of the three nondeductive arguments that we considered in chapter three is used. Next, (2) state whether the argument is successful or unsuccessful. (3) If the argument is successful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. If the argument is unsuccessful, provide a brief explanation for why it is so. Each is worth 2 marks.
1. The defendant insists that he didn’t intend to shoot his wife. But the only conclusion that fits the facts is that he did intend to kill her. If he intended to do it, then he would have purchased the gun ahead of time, which he did. He would have taken her to a secluded place, which he did. He would have arranged an alibi, which he did. He would have a motive, which he does. All the evidence you have heard supports the conclusion that he intended to kill his wife, and you should therefore find him guilty of first-degree murder.

Plausibility Argument

Successful: Numerous instances or evidence (premises) that confirm the conclusion.

2. I recently read about a survey which showed that 80 per cent of Americans knew less about the Canadian political system than the average Canadian ten-year-old. Well, there’s an American student at the University of Ottawa in my Canadian politics course, and I don’t know how he hopes to pass the course when he’s that ignorant to begin with.

Statistical Syllogism

Unsuccessful: The fact that this American is taking a course on the Canadian political system suggests that he would not fall into the category of the typical American.
IV. Turn to the last page (page 13). Here you will find the 8 valid arguments that we have studied in their sentential form. For the arguments below, use the necessary valid argument forms to show how the conclusion follows from the premises by a series of valid inferences. In other words, in the space on the right, construct a proof in which you add the line or lines necessary to demonstrate the proper valid inferences. Be sure to cite the lines from which each inference follows and give its justification. Each is worth four marks.
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V. Draw a Venn diagram for each categorical syllogism and state whether the argument is valid or invalid. Each is worth two marks.
1. No arguments with false premises are sound arguments, but some arguments with false premises are valid arguments. So some valid arguments are not sound arguments.

2. No one under 19 is allowed in the bar. Some people under 19 are allowed in the restaurant. Thus, some people who are allowed in the restaurant are not allowed in the bar.

3. All barbers are singers, and some Italians are singers. Therefore, some Italians are barbers.
4. All dogs are mammals, and all mammals are sentient beings. So, all dogs are sentient beings.

5. No geese are felines. Some birds are geese. Therefore, some birds are not felines.

VI. Analyze the following causal arguments: (1) Note whether the argument appeals to the method of agreement, the method of difference, the joint method of agreement and difference, or the method of concomitant variation. (2) Briefly explain whether the argument is strong or weak.  Each is worth two marks.
1. Recently in the city, a salmonella outbreak has put sixteen young children in the hospital in the past few days. The children had been attending various daycares and schools. 

Salmonella is a gastrointestinal illness that can cause serious diarrhea, fevers and dehydration: symptoms, which the sixteen children are currently exhibiting. 
Yesterday, the city's top public-health official said that the cases have been isolated to three elementary schools and one daycare. The top public-health official informed that the investigation saw public health staff carry out interviews with the children and parents to see what food sources they might have in common. It was discovered that all sixteen children had lunch from the same caterer that delivers hot meals for kids. Upon further inspection, it was discovered that all sixteen children had tacos made by the caterer which contained ground beef.

Method of agreement: Strong for the reason that what the sixteen sick kids have in common was that they ate the tacos containing ground beef, which leads us to believe that the tacos caused them to be ill.
2. Analysts of the world market for oil have noticed a relation between the price of oil and the amount of wars there are in the world. Specifically, they have noticed that the more wars there are in the world, the higher oil prices become. On the other hand, when there are less wars, oil prices are lower. More wars lead to higher oil prices, while when there are few wars oil prices are lower is the connection that they observe.

The Method of Concomitant Variation: Strong for the reason that there seems to an association or correlation between the amount of wars and the price of oil.
VII. Evaluate the following argument by analogy indicating: (1) the things (instances) being compared, and (2) briefly explain whether the argument is strong or weak. This question is worth two marks.

1. A seagull is like a sailboat. The seagull’s tail is like the boat’s rudder. The seagull’s body is shaped like the boat’s hull. A lot of seagulls are white, and so are a lot of sailboats. Seagulls often fly in flocks, and sailboats are often seen in bunches too. The seagull’s feathery wings remind one of the billowing sails on a sailboat. Thus, in all likelihood, seagulls float on the surface of the air the way a sailboat floats on the surface of the water.

1. A seagull and a sailboat.

2. Weak for the reason that though there are similarities between the two, the similarities are superficial since a seagull is a living creature and a sailboat is not. Also, a seagull floating on the air is different than a sailboat on water.

VIII. Please circle the letter that corresponds to the best answer. Each is worth 0.5 marks.

1. Fallacies are psychologically persuasive yet _________________.

a. psychologically sound

b. morally right 

c. logically correct

d. logically powerless

2. The fallacy of rejecting a claim by criticizing the person who makes it rather than the claim itself is known as __________________.

a. against the person

b. straw man

c. you too

d. appeal to inappropriate authority
3. The fallacy sometimes referred to as arguing in a circle is the fallacy of _______________.

a. false dilemma

b. slippery slope  

c. begging the question

d. hasty generalization

4. False dilemma fallacies are:

a. Artificially black-or-white problems

b. Confusing because of their infinite possibilities 

c. Equivocations

d. The misuse of a premise 

e. All of the above 

5. You would know you were on a “slippery slope” if you:

a. Died

b. Claimed that taking one desired step would lead to another desired step

c. Claimed that taking one desired step would lead to an undesired step 

d. None of the above 

6. Begging the question means:

a. You don’t know what the question really is

b. You use the conclusion as a premise

c. You use the premise with a squinting modifier 

d. You equivocate so badly, the question becomes vague 

e. None of the above 

7. The fallacy of arguing that a claim must be true merely because a substantial number of people believe it is known as the __________________.

a. appeal to inappropriate authority

b. appeal to ignorance

c. appeal to general belief

d. appeal to popular attitudes and emotions 

8. The fallacy that thinks that previous events can influence the probabilities in the random event at hand is known as the ______________.

a. false cause fallacy

b. slippery slope

c. gambler’s fallacy
d. appeal to ignorance

9. A type of fallacy that argues that a claim must be true (or false) just because the claimant is hypocritical is called __________________.

a. you too

b. against the person

c. straw man

d. loaded words

10. John had a coffee before getting an “A+” on his test. Therefore, it was the coffee that caused him to get an “A+” on his test. This would be an example of which fallacy?

a. false cause fallacy

b. slippery slope

c. gambler’s fallacy

d. appeal to ignorance

11. The fallacy that involves arguing that a lack of evidence proves something is known as the ____.

a. false cause fallacy

b. slippery slope

c. gambler’s fallacy

d. appeal to ignorance

12. When a claim comes from someone deemed to be an expert who in fact is not an expert, we commit the fallacy known as the ________.
a. appeal to inappropriate authority

b. appeal to ignorance

c. appeal to general belief


d.   appeal to popular attitudes and emotions
13. The fallacy that, among other things, involves peer pressure is known as _________.
a. appeal to inappropriate authority

b. appeal to ignorance

c. appeal to general belief


d.   appeal to popular attitudes and emotions
14. The fallacy that is committed when a conclusion is made about a whole group based on an inadequate sample of the group is known as the __________.
a. false cause fallacy

b. slippery slope

c. gambler’s fallacy

d. hasty generalization fallacy

15. The fallacy of attempting to get an answer to a question that assumes the truth of an unproved assumption is known as the ___________.

a. begging the question fallacy

b. loaded words fallacy

c. loaded question fallacy

d. false cause fallacy
16. The fallacy that involves a refusal to examine an argument seriously and evaluate it fairly is known as the ____________.

a. you too fallacy

b. against the person fallacy

c. straw man fallacy

d. pooh-pooh fallacy

17. The fallacy that consists of redefining a crucial term in a claim to avoid acknowledging a counter-example that would falsify the claim is known as the ___________.

a. begging the question fallacy

b. exception that proves the rule fallacy

c. definitional dodge fallacy

d. pooh-pooh fallacy

18. The fallacy that uses highly charged words to assume the truth of a conclusion is known as ____________.

a. begging the question fallacy

b. loaded words fallacy

c. loaded question fallacy
d. false cause fallacy
19. The fallacy that involves distorting, weakening, or oversimplifying someone’s position so that it can be more easily attacked or refuted is known as the ____________.

a. you too

b. against the person

c. straw man

d. loaded words

20. The fallacy that allows someone defending a claim to dodge a counter-example is known as the __________.
a. begging the question fallacy

b. exception that proves the rule fallacy

c. definitional dodge fallacy

d. pooh-pooh fallacy

IX. For each of the following identify the one fallacy that best addresses the passage. Each is worth one mark.
1. After leaving the supermarket, Bill notices that the sales clerk has given him too much change. “Oh well,” he says, “If I had given her too much money, she wouldn’t have returned it to me.”

You too

2. “Have you always loved to gamble?”

Loaded question
3. How do I know that ginseng tea is a cure for the common cold? Last week I had a bad case of the sniffles. I drank a cup of ginseng tea, and the next morning my sniffles were gone.

False cause

4. Socialized medicine really frightens me. Once you start down that road, there’s no turning back. A complete socialist dictatorship is the inevitable result.

Slippery slope
5. A critical thinking course should be required of all students at the University of Ottawa because obviously every university student should be required to take at least one course in critical thinking.

Begging the question
6. There is no middle road: one is either for universities that are totally funded by the private sector or one is for universities totally funded by the public sector.

False dilemma
7. A professor who has no knowledge of biology has no right to call him or herself a professor.

Definitional dodge
8. Of course I’m going to win the Lotto 6-49 draw this year. I’ve been playing it every week for twenty years, and have not won. I’m due to win it this year.

Gambler’s fallacy

9. Student to professor: “I missed the exam last week. When can I make it up?”

Loaded question

10.  
A: “The Ottawa Senators have lost seven of eight of their last games. They are losers”.


B: “Hey, they beat Florida last night”.


A: “That’s just the exception that proves my point”.
Exception that proves the rule

11. Professor Ryan is a terrible English professor. She talks in a funny way.

Against the person

12. No one has proven to me that the mining company was responsible for the Westray coal mine disaster. Until someone does, I stand by my claim that it was not the carelessness of the mining company that led to the deaths of those miners.

Appeal to ignorance
13. Of course Jane is going to be successful. Everyone believes so.
Appeal to general belief
14. I met these two guys on a plane yesterday, and they said they were from Edmonton. They were total druggies. Almost everyone in that city must be on drugs.

Hasty generalization

15. A student group has formed to lobby for more vegetarian choices in the college cafeteria. This group will never succeed because they’ll never get every other student to become a vegetarian.
Straw man

16. That man is a fool, an idiot, an imbecile, a weirdo, a pompous know-it-all, a jerk, and a pervert. Case closed!

Loaded words
17. My friends tell me that because I don’t dress like they do, I stick out like a sore thumb. I guess they are right, and I should start dressing like they do.
Appeal to popular attitudes and emotions

18. My barber told me that Einstein’s general theory of relativity is a lot of hogwash. I guess Einstein wasn’t as smart as everybody thinks he was.

Appeal to inappropriate authority
19. We don’t have to waste time dealing with Miss Jones’ claims about women not being promoted to executive positions. She’s just giving us more of the usual feminist wish-wash.
Pooh-pooh 
20. You’re either with the government and the government`s new law for internet surveillance or you are with the child pornographers.
False Dilemma
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