VAGUENESS 含糊AND AMBIGUITY

A term or phrase can be described as being vague if its meaning is not clear in its context. 

Vagueness involves a term’s lack of precision精度.

Vagueness as Fuzziness模糊不清:

Terms that have blurry boundaries can be described as fuzzy.

Specifically, a word or term is vague when its meaning is fuzzy, blurry, or inexact.

For instance, what if I were to say -- “I was making minimum wage last year.”

Is “minimum wage” vague?

What about the word rich? Is it fuzzy or vague?

Which set of claims is vaguer?

1. 
a) The trees served to make shade for the patio. 

b) He served his country proudly 更vague
2. 
a) Rooney served the church his entire life. 更vague

b) Rooney’s tennis serve is impossible to return. 
******

The resolution of legal and social issues often depends on how a crucial word or a term considered vague should be understood. Consider the following case, which hinges upon how the word “accident” should be understood.
The case arises out of a flight from Athens to San Francisco in January 1998, when Dr. Abid M. Hanson, aged 52, a Californian doctor, was travelling home with his wife and children.
Dr. Hanson, an asthmatic, seated near the smoking section, explained to the flight attendant that being in close proximity of cigarette smoke might trigger an attack. He and his wife asked three times that he be switched to a seat nearer the front of the plane, away from the smokers. At first the flight attendant said there were no empty seats, and later said she was too busy to help him find a passenger prepared to change places with him. It was alleged, however, that there were 11 empty seats and a large group of airline employees, who could have been asked to switch seats.
About two hours into the flight, Dr. Hanson moved to the front of the plane to get further from the smokers. Leaning against a seat near the plane’s galley, he gestured to his wife to bring him his emergency kit, which she did, and administered a shot of epinephrine. She awoke an allergist with whom they had been travelling, who gave him a second shot. When Dr. Hanson’s heart stopped, the allergist administered cardiopulmonary resuscitation and oxygen. Despite all efforts, Dr. Hanson died.
In their 6-2 decision, the Supreme Court upheld a lower court decision that the flight attendant’s refusal constituted an “accident” under the treaty governing airline liability, the Warsaw Convention, and ruled that Olympic Airways must pay the doctor’s widow $1.4m. 
In deliberating about whether Dr. Hanson’s was accidental, the court considered a 1984 airline-related court decision that defined “accident” as “an unexpected or unusual event or happening that is external to the passenger.”
Word Ambiguity
-Relates to the fact that many words have more than one meaning.
A word is ambiguous when (1) it has more than one meaning and (2) it is not obvious which one is intended in a situation in which the word is used.  
For example:

Joe went to the bank.
In addition to word ambiguity, we can also say that this is an example of referential 指示的ambiguity since we don’t know what the word “bank” is referring to. 
An error in reasoning occurs when two distinct meanings of a word are used.

For example:

Man is the only rational animal.

No woman is a man.

Therefore, no woman is rational.

Two different senses of ‘man’ here: human versus adult male.

· The fallacy of equivocation模棱两可的 occurs whenever a word has one meaning in one premise and another meaning in another premise or the conclusion. 

· This switch of senses always invalidates 无效the argument.

Grammatical Ambiguity

Grammatical ambiguity occurs when (1) a sentence has a grammatical structure allowing it to be understood in more than one way and (2) it is not clear from the context which understanding is the intended one.

For example:

A sign outside of a nightclub reads “Smart is the most exclusive club in town, everyone welcome.”

-Local high school dropouts cut in half.

-Miners refuse to work after death.

1. Morgan ate the ice cream with relish.
解释： with relish 津津有味的 

             和开胃小菜一起 relish 单独的意思

2. Kids make nutritious snacks.
Grammatical ambiguity：make 做 或者 成为

3.  John met the girl he married at a dance.

John看到了那个他在跳舞时结婚与之结婚的那个女孩  或者 john 是在跳舞的时候遇到了他的妻子
3. Helen saw the bird with powerful binoculars.
词意 helen用powerful望远镜看鸟或者helen看到了有两只眼睛的鸟

5. The guy was all over the road; I had to swerve several times before I hit him.

6. Officers help dog bite victims.

