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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract
In consideration of the complexities within Emile Durkheim’s positivistic sociology, there lays multiple inherent conflicts that parallel the contemporary struggles which surround the First Nations people of Canada and the expanding influence of the Canadian government. In recent decades, areas across Canada that were once established as protected are now plagued with little to no recognition of the First Nation people’s interests, traditional ecological knowledge, or territorial rights and title. The level of access to these lands, physically and politically, has varied significantly across the country and many First Nations people continue to feel alienated from their rights, and have thus begun petitioning for access to these areas of their traditional territory. In an all-inclusive level, Emile Durkheim was concerned with the morality of the common consciousness. It is not a far stretch to associate his theory of political sociology with the current ethical and political dilemmas that are occurring within the Canadian Aboriginal nation.
The difficulty in aligning his political sociological theory to that of Treaty 8, which will later be discussed in the literary review, is his notion of what is considered to fall under federal state. According to Durkheim, the defining trait of a solid, sovereign, political platform is the secondary social groups that are submissive to its total political power. However, it is also up to the state to decide what is morally sound for the collective society where developing social justice and individual growth is at its upmost importance. The inherent conflict is this; although the Crown signed Treaty 8 recognizing the First Nations people as a nation to be respected within the political sphere, their rights are being severely and continuously infringed upon. This has led to the emergence of the socio-political protest movement called “Idol No More”, which started in December of 2012. Through a Durkheimian lens, there is a clear lack of moral and ethical recognition from the Canadian federal government. Therefore, in regards to the relationship between Canada’s Aboriginal people and the Canadian government, can Durkheim’s sociology of politics and concept of social facts (morphology and institution) allow us to positively analyze the changing dynamics of this socio-political relationship and the implications of the Idle No More social movement upon Canadian society?	Comment by Mirgine Michel: Focus on role of the state. Or you can break it into 2 question. Think about what is is concerning social facts and sociology.
Literary Review
We have chosen the following articles because they provide information that is necessary to fully disclose on the socio-political movement “Idol No More” and the relationship between First Nations people and the Canadian Government through a Durkheimian lens.
To further understand the land entitlement provisions of Treaty 8, “Land Entitlement Under Treaty 8” by Metic and Devlin (2004) analyzes the extent of the obligations placed upon the Canadian government by treaty 8 and its land entitlement provisions. It also provides analysis of the textual, contextual, and historical differences between Treaty 8 and the previous numbered treaties. 
The article “Narrating Administrative order: Treaty 8 and the geographical fashioning of the Canadian North” (Maher, 2011) gives us a foundation to approach the social and political entanglement within the Aboriginal-Crown relationship in Canada. It provides insight on the historical circumstances that lead to the signing of treaty 8, which was a geographical project.
In order to understand on morphological factors concerning Treaty 8 (which are the territories in question and he aboriginal population), the article “A Slow Industrial Genocide: the Tar Sands of the Indigenous peoples of Northern Alberta” by Huseman and Short (2012) is helpful. It discusses the impact of the tar sands development on the communities of the treaty 8 region, the land, and the peoples.
Dickason and Newbigging’s (2010) “A concise History of Canada’s First Nations” was used to give background information about the struggle that the First Nations peoples of Canada have had to endure in order to maintain control of their lands. It also gives background information on other treaties and policies that were passed that either attempted to help or hinder their human rights and lands.
The article Paradis’s (2013) “Idle no more for first nations rights/Jamais plus l'inaction a l'egard des droits des Premieres Nations” explains that there is a disregard for the rights of the First Nations people of Canada in the Omnibus Bill C-45. This article illustrates the issue of public health of Canadians and Americans as well as the First Nations people. Furthermore, it is important because it shares that the development of the movement that we will be discussing in our presentation, Idle No More, was inspired by the hunger strike of Chief Theresa Spence of Attawapiskat. Another article that will be discussed is Daitsman and O’Brien’s (2013) “The "Idle No More" movement”, as it gives a better understanding of the goals and their intention of reaching a satisfying outcome of this movement. Both these articles are relevant because it is important that we understand how this movement operates and why they believe their cause is important.
Katherine L. Turner’s outline of “Conservancies in British Columbia, Canada: Bringing Together Protected Areas and First Nations’ Interests” is to determine whether or not other Canadian provincial park authorities will adopt similar methods and designations in the future, which will be entirely dependent on the successful implementation and management of British Columbia Conservancies. It has become an apparent social movement by the Aboriginal People to reclaim their land sovereignty. Many Provincial-Level designations have been implemented for Aboriginal land protection such as The Act. At the federal level, change can now be seen in their government to implement similar acts by the increasing pressures put forth by the Indigenous people for more protected areas. 
Emilé Durkheim “Contribution reconstruction of Political Theory” was used to gain a better understanding of Durkheims concept of political society, the state, and social facts, and its effects on the individual. In Wade Cole article titled "A Civil Religion for World Society: The Direct and Diffuse Effects of Human Rights Treaties, 1981–2007" He discusses how research has shown that human rights treaties have a negative effect on governments’ human rights practices. Wade uses Emilé Durkheim concepts and theories about politics to construct his approach. Human rights norms that are discussed in treaties operate as a kind of civil religion for world society. This article is used to better understand how laws and agreements in place by the state are used within a formal context, and even outside of formal context. It gives an idea of how the state controls and uses its power to control and manipulate individuals, in order to change society and individuals.
Presentation Proposal
For our group presentation, we will focus on the Idle No More socio-political movement. It brings to the forefront the relationship between the Canadian government and its Aboriginal peoples, and the implications of deviating from morphological facts (territory) and codified norms such as nation to nation agreements as established through Treaty 8. As we present, we will focus more on presenting social facts and information in a positive manner, as opposed to relating rhetoric or ideology that are based on unfounded preconceived notions. As opposed to rallying sentiment and conveying unfounded reason and ideology, we want the audience to understand the social facts revolving Treaty 8 and Canadian-Aboriginal relations. We will communicate this information through visual presentation via Microsoft PowerPoint or Prezi. Our work is being divided equally, where each member will communicate what work they feel most confident in doing and what information they are most comfortable when it comes to presenting in the classroom. We plan to finish all of our work in time to effectively go over and edit each part together as a group in order to avoid redundancy and faulty reasoning. During the group consultation we wish to have our concepts and theories criticized, and make sure that we are on track to correctly relating Durkheim’s concepts of social fact to the class in a manner that is clear and concise.  A concern of ours is not giving enough focus to the politics behind the social movement ‘Idle No More’ and relating it properly to Durkheim’s beliefs. We welcome the professor to bring light any Durkheimian political theory or concepts that we may have overlooked, and if there are concepts that we are not giving enough account to.
Concepts to be discussed
The concept of institution is necessary to explore the institutionalization of Aboriginal territory, privileges, and rights through the codified norms of treaties and laws. It is also important to understand the morphological concept of a ‘nation’ and the relationships they have. The treaties are nation to nation agreements between Canada and the First Nations, who both take the stance of sovereign nations. The quantifiable concepts of ‘territory’ and ‘aboriginal population’ are important, as the Idle No More movement is based on the codified norms concerning different aboriginal territories. 
Durkheim’s concept of social facts being sui generis will be explored. There must be an understanding of Durkheim’s exploration of geographical condensation within an organic society in order to grasp the concept of material institutions and the dissolution of a collective moral consciousness. In particular, the facet of the collective consciousness and the extension of morality of a society must be interpreted on a singular level. Moral and material densities are perhaps the most constant underlying elements that highlight Durkheim’s major sociological theories. These particular concepts are paramount to understanding the relationship between the First Nations people and the Canadian government through a Durkheimian lens. 
So what?
Exploring the reasons as to why Idle No More is an issue of national concern allows us to explore the morphological concepts of territory and the social and structural relationship between the Crown and Canadian Aboriginals. Through focusing on morphology and the institution of law and treaties, we explore this social movement in a positivistic manner, as opposed to focusing on rhetoric, blind generalizations, and misconstrued ideology that so often accompanies grassroots social movements.
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