Carleton University






  Department of Law


Laws 1000B

Class 2 – What is Law?
1. Recap

2. What is Law?
a. Working Definition of Law

3. What does Law do? Why do we need? 
a. Defining Relationships/Social Control

i. Individuals and groups

ii. Institutions and governments

b. Allocation of Authority/Sanctions

c. Dispute Settlement

d. Social Change

4. How have legal systems changed over time?
a. Typology: Evolution of Legal Systems

i. Traditional

ii. Transitional

iii. Modern
5. Critiques of Typologies/ Assumptions

a. Distinction btw primitive and modern (The Cheyenne Way)

b. Modern legal system not necessarily better (Nils Christie)


