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Women and the Economy 
Women and Global Restructuring 
Key Terms  
-Sex tourism
-Transnational Factories
-Migration Work
-Feminism and Environmentalism 
Globalization- process by which the experiences of everyday life are marked by the global diffusion of finances, commodities and ideas. 
Factors Include: 
· Communications and transportation technologies
· Mass migration 
· Economic activity that crosses national frontiers
· International agreements that encourage doing business in foreign countries
Neoliberalism- An approach in which control of economic factors is shifted from the public sector to the private sector. 
Factors Include:
· Free trade
· Government deregulation (wages, working conditions, environment)
· Private state-run businesses
Sex tourism - Economy of Desire/Gender
Ghana- in trying to repay the loan, government services was privatized and workers were laid off. 40% were living in the lower poverty lines. There is a sex industry in Ghana and the bigger countries, for some women that was the most convenient and easiest way to survive and be provided for. 
The Caribbean is one of the commonly known sex tourism destination. Women feel more free and comfortable to ask to get bedded with men compared to how they feel back home. 


Transnational Factory Work
Young women were preferred workers because of 
· Desperation for work
· Lack of awareness about their rights
· Presumed manual dexterity and docility 
· Seemingly limitless supply 
Activism 
· Enforcement of ILO (international Labour Organization) standards for labour and human rights 
· NGO work 
· Activist groups 
Migration & Work 
Types of Migrations- Voluntarily and labour (regular or irregular, long-term, seasonal/temporary)
-Secondary migrants within family regrouping
-Forced migration- refugees or asylum seekers, victims of trafficking 
Reasons for Migration – Push and pull factors
· Poverty
· Conflict
· labour market
·  demand
· wage differentials 
· networks abroad 
(Regardless of the education level, women are still in the lower paid positions)
The health and violence issues- gender influences the type of legal status migrant women enjoy and the opportunities to integrate to the labour market.  
A migrant women’s status is tied to their partner, father, or employer. 
Migration and Gender Norms
-Higher age of marriages
-Lower fertility 
-Greater educational expectations for girls
-Greater labour force participation 
The negatives 
-higher work burden with single parenting or families with fewer adults 
-health stress on children left behind
-stress and self-esteem issues for under-employed fathers left behind 



 


