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Every individual processes and analysis things in a different matter. Nowadays we judge everything directly without taking the time to break it down and truly understand what message it is trying to put out. Nothing is seen how it is supposed to be seen since everyone has different viewpoints of seeing things. The 2008 cover for Vogue magazine displays an image which includes one of the world’s top models Gisele Bundchen and a star athlete Lebron James. From my viewpoint, this image portrays and encourages the many stereotypes we have on black men and the woman next to him who in some way stimulates those stereotypes. His stance, his facial expression, and the way he is holding the woman; this all plays a factor in the way we might interpret this image. There are many ways to understand this image. Some might see it exactly the way the magazine wants you to see it but some could have a totally different perspective.
The whole magazine cover is promoting fitness. From the athlete and the supermodel to all the texts around them talking about dieting and that you are not what you eat. Behind them is a grey background which I think was purposely chosen to make the white and red text pop. Also to bring out the all black clothing that Lebron is wearing and the light green dress Gisele has on. Their clothing expresses something about each of them. The all black is darkness which goes with the aggressive look on Lebrons face. The light green dress is gracefulness playing off her radiant facial expression and that elegant pose. When an individual glances at the magazine cover they may see something completely different than when they later take the time to analyze it.
When I first look at the magazine cover I see a black male athlete with an aggressive facial expression and stance with his feet wide apart and bending over. He strikes a gorilla like pose with his mouth wide open showing his teeth. He has his arm around her waist with a strong grip and in his other hand a basketball. He seems to be in control of both of those things at once. This image can easily be defined as uncivilized due to the facial expression of Lebron James. He portrays a sense of empowerment from being in control with the basketball and Gisele. To his left is a female white supermodel with an elegant pose and a wide smile on her face. She seems very comfortable in the arms of a big muscular man. She is not afraid of the man next to her who is twice her size but in fact she seems relaxed and safe. Her smile reflects her body language. Gisele could also be viewed as a prize to Lebron. Having her by his side makes him feel more dominant and more like a man. It is kind of showing that she is not an independent woman because she has to rely on him to hold her. This is encouraging the stereotype about black men being wild, aggressive, savage, and obsessed with white women. 
If the image is viewed from a totally opposite point of view then the whole meaning of the image changes. Lebron is then seen as a competitive, determined, and strong athlete. He is very passionate about basketball which reflects on his facial expression. Gisele is seen as a tall beautiful supermodel that can hold her own next to this very big and muscular man. It can also be seen as if Gisele is the one in control. She has her arm around his back to kind of comfort him and keep him together. She is sort of leaning forward and is in front of him. That could show that she is leading him and guiding him. She manages to do all of that with a smile on her face. It shows that she is an independent strong woman that can juggle doing all of these things. It could also be seen as if Lebron is relying on Gisele to help him by griping her tightly. He has to juggle both the basketball on one side and Gisele on the other which might explain his facial expression.
From one point of view to the other we can see how different the perspectives are. The initial glance at the magazine portrays some stereotypical and racist messages. Although, when you closely analyze it, the message could completely be different. Lebron was seen as an aggressive, scary, assertive man who later transformed into an athletic, determined, and competitive athlete. Gisele was seen as the prize. It was like she was placed there just to attract the viewers but then that changed into her being the one in control and the one who is running the show. Both viewpoints have totally different meanings and messages. It is up to the viewer to interpret it the way they see it.
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