How did a match end?

1. Referee stops the match and dismisses the gladiators (missio)

2. A gladiator perished during the match through wounds or exhaustion.  (no death blow)

3. One man signals defeat; the audience signals with thumbs up, and the loser is killed. 

(man signals defeat by raising 1 or 2 fingers)

OPPOSITE

4. One man signals defeat; the audience signals with thumbs down, and the loser is let off (missio)

-”Habet! accompanied a death-blow or a decisive hit. (Habet = he has it)

-Dead gladiator was carried to the mortuary where his throat was cut. (in case he was pretending) 


Prizes:

-Palm branch or laurel wreath.

-Money: his to keep regardless of status. (even if a slave who is owned by lanista) 

-Good fighters cost more to rent out. 

-Winner would run once around the areana holding his prizes aloft. 

-The rudis or wooden sword. 

-This rudis would allow him to retire (cost the editor a lot of money) (costs a lot of money because he has to pay the lanista to replace him)

Changes of Survival:

(depends on the arena)

-In the 1st century CE killing was only ever a possibility.

-Pompeian ads name men who have fought 20-30 times and won half the matches. 
-In the editor’s and the lanista’s interest to keep the men alive. 

-The more fights a gladiator had behind him the better.

-Survival of the fittest  OR  could also psyche out his opponents; a crowd more likely to give the missio. 

-Most gladiators 18-25 (young, and peak physical condition) 

-Fought a minimum of twice a year. 

-One 48-yr-old 20 years before retiring. 

-In the 1st century CE, very rarely was a gladiator killed in the arena; more likely missio.

-1st century CE: 19 / 200 dead gladiators were killed in the arena. 

-Then the opulence and severity of the nunera increased. 

-3rd century CE: 100/200 dead gladiators were killed in the arena. 

Armor:


-We don’t have a clear picture of the armor or fighting techniques.

-Armor was different for each type of gladiator

-Changed as time went on. 

1. “Diaper” /belt 

      2. Wrappings around legs and arms were leather or lien: manica (plural. manicae)

      3. Greaves (leg armor) 
          -chests left bare for excitement 

Gladius (most carry this) 

-short sword
-where GLADIATOR came from.

  
    4. Helmet

-Identified the type of gladiator

-Protection

-Sinister (make them look sick)

-Anonymous

EXAM QUESTION!!!  HELMET

-Only gladiator that did NOT wear a helmet was Retiarius

Questions to Ask:

1. how did the audience know who was who
2. What was the name of the only gladiator that did not wear helmet?

Gladiatorial Combat- General Characteristics:

-Taught to strike without killing, unjuring, or causing unnecessary pain. 

-”split” ie, minor wounds which let out a lot of blood.

-Extremities only partially protected.  (Romans want a fight that is as interesting as possible)

-Partial armouring and striking enabled a fight to go on longer and be more skilled.

-No armor = a good idea?? NO!

-Because a blood bath or a really slow boring fight would result.

Gladiatorial Categories: Imperial only 

Equites:

-Horseman vs Horseman (never fight another fighter, just another horseman)

-Colorful tunics, no greaves, manica, helmet with white feathers. 

-First to fight (program for gladiatorial combat) 

-Round shield, gladius. 


Murmillo:

-Opponents: Thraex, hoplomachus. 

-Short greaves (because shield is so large) 

-Tall oblong shield (scutum); gladius 

-Weight of armor: 16-18kg (one of the more heavily armed gladiators. 

-”Fish” on helmet (a murmillo is a fish) 

 
 Thraex (Thracian)
 
-Opponents: murmillo, hoplomachus
 
-Leg wrappings, 2 high greaves small square shield.
-short curved sword (sica)  (ONLY GLADIATOR THAT DOES NOT HAVE GLADIUS AS A WEAPON)
-Griffin on helmet.
 Hoplomachus:
-Opponents: Thraex and Murmillo
-Armed as a Thraex, but with small round shield, spear and gladius.
-No Griffen on helmet.
Retiarius:
-”net fighter” -has an actual net lol
-No helmet, greaves, or shield. 
-Manica with metal huard; net and trident; gladius. 

-Net: 3 m in diameter w/lead weights. 
-7-8kg of armour. 
-Opponent: secutor

Secutor: (the one who follows)
-Opponent: Retiarius. 
-Equipped like a Murmillo, but with a completely closed helmet. (would make it very hot)

Other Categories: women and dwarves.

NEW TOPIC

Legal status of Gladiators:
-Ambivalent status
-At the furthest margin of the social world.
-Roman theories of public display: shame. 
-Ultimate disgrace for a roman nobleman was to fight as a gladiator. 
-Because performers put themselves on display for the visucal delectation of the crowd, they are often likened to PROSTITUTES.
-Infamia- subject to the legal disability. Certain legal rights are taken away.
-infamis (plural; infames)
-Could not witness a will, appear in court, hold political office. 
-In the arena the social and moral order is confirmed. 
-To call someone a lanista or a gladiator was a term of abuse. 
Virtus:
-Gladiators also popular figures who could acquire money and status. 
-Manly skill and courage. 
-Connected with fighting in wartime. 
ON EXAM!!!!!!!!  
Bloodshed, slaughter, military glory, violence THESE ARE ESSENTIAL TENETS FOR ROMAN CULTURE
-Thus the gladiator did what was expected of every good citizen. 
-This gives him claim to being “Roman” and admired. 
-Citizens were made braver and better. 
-Senators secretly collected armor and practicing as gladiators. 
-Gladiators were popular (thogh ambivalent) figures among young men. 
-Especially wounds received. 
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