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1. Intro
-of note: creation of Russian Communist Party in March 1918; after, Bolsheviks=Communists
-renaming of state in 1922: USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
2. Thinking about the Russian Civil war and its significance 
-terms: Red Army (Bolsheviks) vs. White Army (domestic and foreign forces trying to overthrow the Bolshevik government)
-Cheka (Bolshevik Police)
3. Creating a new Regime under Lenin
-the economy: from war communism to NEP
NEP: New economic Policy
-the Political Sphere
-Society

1. Intro
-Russia covered 1/6 of the worlds surface and would become one of the worlds two superpowers after WW2
-Bolshevik revolution did not happen overnight and they faced a lot of challenges on their way to power
-they had to extend their power all across Russia
-when they were trying to extend their newly gained power, some citizens tried to overthrow the new government, so they were trying to maintain power as they were trying to create a new society
-they were faced with trying to remake everything
-they had to figure out how to organize and run a communist economy, how would law function etc.
-this was not just a change in government, it was a revolution of society and culture
-they want to make people see themselves as communist and have them apart of a new communist government
-leaders wanted to engage the youth and have centrally involved youth
-they believed that the future lied within the kids and were less experienced with the old regime and they could learn the communism ideals quite easily

2. Thinking about the Russian Civil war and its significance 
-terms: Red Army (Bolsheviks) vs. White Army (domestic and foreign forces trying to overthrow the Bolshevik government)
-Cheka (Bolshevik Police)

-Russian civil war occurred in the summer 0f 1918 when opponents of the government tried to bring it down
-1918-1921 the Bolsheviks (red army) fought a coalition of Russian forces and foreign soldiers (white army)
-the Bolsheviks were fighting to stay in power and control all areas of the vast country
-the civil war helped the Bolsheviks spread their propaganda through library carts and propaganda posters
-people were not excited to fight another war on the heels of WW1
-red army became so big that it became difficult for the military to supply everything for them
-illness and disease spread throughout the army, more soldiers died from disease, then they died from fighting
-what was this war like and what were the consequences?
This was the first European civil war of the 20th century
Both red and white armies employed terror as a weapon in the war
They murdered and raped their opponents
-the Cheka dispensed summary justice and executed people, they made mass arrests and took hostages
-they took traitors and killed them
-state sponsored violence
-the war destroyed cities, Petrograd was deserted, population dropped from 2 million to 700,000
-the war almost brought industry to a stand still
-Russia became less urbanized and industrialized, factories stopped functioning and workers started to return to the countryside
-the war also brought severe food shortages
-the civil war destroyed Russia, death became a regular sight
-20 million Russians died between WW1 and the civil war
-the communist who served in the red army brought army terms and strategies into politics
-the army influenced the government through dress and terms
-the civil war Bolshevik experienced really helped influence the Bolsheviks as politicians

3. Creating a new Regime under Lenin
A. the economy: from war communism to NEP
NEP: New economic Policy
B. the Political Sphere
C. Society

-the were trying to revolutionize society and have everyone re think who they are and what they stand for
-they wanted the working class on top, they wanted to uproot the rich classes
A. The Economy
-capitalism are characterized by capital ownership of banks and that the individual owners of these banks can profit from them
-with a communist economy, there is collective ownership of banks, stores farms, etc.
-collective ownership meant state ownership
-the attempt to reshape the economy moves slowly and takes a few tries
-war communism becomes an experiment in the economy
-they try to nationalize large scale industry, they move relatively quickly
-they tried the next year to nationalize small scale industries as well
-the governments had difficulty with the peasants because they resisted giving their grains and corn to society
-they sent in workers and soldiers to forcibly take grain from the peasants
-the Bolsheviks dealt with the government of the demobilization of the 5 million men red army
-the government faces a crisis situation
-they decide to get rid of war communism for NEP
-this occurred in the spring of 1921, and it was a partial return to capitalism
-peasants no longer had to give up their grains, just had to pay small taxes
-they invited outside investors, they cut government spending
-the Bolsheviks went from war communism to almost full capitalism after the civil war
B. The Political Sphere
-the party became total control of government
-those who ran the party also controlled the organs of government
-political debate happened within the party itself
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1. Building a Communist society and culture
2. Stalin’s rise to power
3. Stalin and the Soviet Economy
-A) the road to socialism 
-B) collectivization
-C) industrialization (probably Tuesday)

1. Building a Communist society and culture
-tried to build a culture where people felt and acted like a communist would
-how cultural figures tried to participate in communist culture
-the Bolsheviks were trying to create a new society
-different classes, different approaches to law and justice, people also felt that they could have different attitudes towards the sexes
-early Bolshevik laws seemed to favour women a lot more then they had in the past
-many feminists were excited to see what was happening in Russia during the Bolshevik revolution
-this early promise doesn’t pan out when it comes to women’s rights and equality 
-the Bolshevik revolution did manage to change the interaction between the classes
-the Bolsheviks were trying to reverse the patterns of inequality, they wanted to flip the class pyramid so that the workers would be at the top
-workers would be given the most opportunities in this state
-the new regime created new laws and a new way of thinking about justice
-workers would have advantages over other people
-the courts are specially constructed the judges are elected by the workers, and the judges are taken from the workers
-your social origin would be the main criteria for deciding who got access to opportunities provided by this regime (who went to university, who go the best housing, who got food rations, who got the best jobs, who got to vote)
-workers had better chances and opportunities
-in the workers state, the old top classes were branded as class enemies
-if you were part of the high classes before the revolution you were targeted
-the losers in the new regime were the winners in the old regime
-many people left the country as a result, they often went to big cities in western Europe (Paris, Germany)
-young people of the old classes tried to run away from their families so they could recreate themselves as workers
-young workers who grew up with the new regime became an elite group within society
-both Nazis and Bolsheviks made young people central for the new kinds of states and societies that they were trying to create
-the young people were a blank slate who hadn’t had any previous education of the old regime
-young people were seen to embrace radical political projects
-young men enlisted in the red army
-the young people were interested by what Stalin could do
-their enthusiasm was embraced by the communists
-Bolsheviks took over schools and re wrote the curriculums
-vomsomel- communist youth organization
-new national symbols, holidays, new rituals and ceremonies
-more freedom under 

2. Stalin’s rise to power
-Stalin lead the USSR through WWII
-he placed the framework
-he was arrested, jailed and exiled multiple times
-he was elected, again
-Polithhorn, you had tratsky and stalin competing for a worm
-he unleashes purges and he would take harsh person

3. Stalin and the Soviet Economy
-what would be the best way to industrialize the Soviet untion
-how should the regime approach the peasants
-the peasantry was important because they provided and had the grain
-the also produced the grain to export so they could make money
[bookmark: _GoBack]-some people wanted to make peasantry farming more appealing and others wanted to force the peasantry into the farming
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