Politics 100
Chapter 3
Winston Churchill
· “democracy is the worst form of government, except all the others that have been tried”
What is democracy?
· Essentially contested concept
· Generally considered to be positive
· Set of institutions built around competitive elections that enable all adult citizens to  choose and remove their government leaders
· Illiberal democracies, also called competitive authoritarian regimes or semi democracies...
A Core Definition of Democracy
· Regime in which political power is widely dispuated and power in some way rests with the people
· Political equality as a central theme
· This leave a lot of room...
Lively’s Seven Possible Democracies
· That all should gpovern in the sense that all should be involved in legislating, in deciding on general policy, and in applying laws and in govt admin
· That all should be involved in crucial decision making
· That rulers should be accountable to the ruled 
· That rulers should be accountable to the representatives of the ruled
· Rulers should be chosen by the ruled
· Rulers should be chosen by representatives of the ruled
· Rulers should act in the interest of the ruled
Lively’s interpretation
· Argues that 1-4 are democratic
· Argue that 5-7 cannot since there is no provision for rulers to be removed by ruled
· ............
Forms of democracy
· Direct democracy
· Direct rule by the people, traditionally considered possible in very small societies
· Representative Democracy
· Rule by representative elected by the people
Historical background
· Greek origin
· Demos – people, kratos – power to rule
· Ancient Athens had direct rule by citizens – excluded women, slaves, foreigners
· Office holders were subject to regular rotation
· Considered to be a less desirable form of government by Plato and Aristotle who tended to equate it with mob rule
· Remained a negative term in political theory until recently
· Even American constitution was arrange to avoid being overly democratic
6 Nations Model
· Much of what is considered to be democratic today is drawn from a model used by the indigenous populations of North America
· “Great Law of Peace” allowed the Native tribes to live in peace among another
· Had women’s suffrage, fair elections, etc
· Founding fathers took this idea
The French and American Revolutions
· Both proclaimed democracy as a central goal
· In America, there was still concern over establishing a system of majority tyranny inherent to “pure democracy”
· Directly elected legislature had limits on power
19th Century Democracy
· Highly influenced by utilitarian theory of democracy as developed by Jeremy Bentham and James Mill
· Utilitarian government gave rise to modern day democracy
· Blending capitalism and democracy also merged
Capitalism and Democracy
· Some concerns among property owners were that universal suffrage would lead to a rise in socialism
· Universal suffrage did not produce political or economic power
Competing Theories of Democracy
· Participatory democracy
Democratic Elitism
· Joseph Schumpeter
· Argued that democracy and elitism could be reconciled
· Mass participation is not realistic, most people are happy to leave politics to the political elite
· Masses tend to have authoritarian values easily swayed by charisma
· Democratic competition takes place between elites
· Act as guardians against up rise of those who should not be in power	
Economic Theory of Democracy
· Politics and economics are analogous
· Votes are analogous to profits
· Parties will position themselves to max the interests of voters in order to max votes
Criticisms of Economic Democracy
· Overly simplistic
· Downplays the role of the value oriented party
· People aren’t as sophisticated as the theory suggest and vote due to loyalty other than anything else
· Has difficulty explaining why people vote at all – one vote does not make a difference
Participatory Democracy
· Origins in ancient Greece 
· Rousseau, JS Mill, GDH Cole
· Supporters must argue that it is neither unrealistic nor unappealing 
Deliberative Democracy
· Jurgen Habermas
· True democracy must allow for a range of choices to be developed through discussion and reflection
· Not the same as direct participatory democracy
· Some proponents argue for the importance of quality over quantity for debate
· Seen as a way of promoting greater tolerance and altruism in society
· Others argue that this debate = gridlock
What Makes Democracy so Special
· Democracy has become almost  synonymous with politics and a centeal part of good  government
· People agree to laws more
· Made by them
· Made for  them
The Problem of Majority Rule
· Unanimous decisions are very rare, so democracy means accepting the will of the majority
· Majorities can be hard to establish, and esoecially if there are more than two options
· What happens if the majority wants no democracy
· Some argue that over time everyone will be a part of one minority
· Reduce possibility that majority will  do anything to harm minority
· But what about permanent minorities
Cosmopolitan Democracies
· WRITE THIS DOWN
· 
