Politics 100
Chapter 2
Theories of power
· Infinite sum vs zero sum
· Power in politics: zero sum
Power and Authority
· Power – coercion
· Authority – consent
Alternatives to Coercion
· Rule through ideological control
· You dont have to convince someone who has the same ideas as you
· Conversion of power to authority
Rule through Ideologocial Control
· Manipulation of the preferences of the ruled to reflect the interests of the ruler
· Eliminates the need for constant surveillance 
· Associated with elitist thought and Marxist critiques of capitalism
Conversion of Power to Authority
· Attempt to make ruler legit in eyes of ruled
Weber’s 3 types of authority
· Traditional - Ex. Divine right of king
· Charismatic – based on persona
· Legal rational – being in office. Ex. US President
· Governments make use of all types of authority and all sub ideas
Power or authority?
· Although they can be treated separate, all govts make use of both
· Difficult to distinguish
Is power the same as force?
· Power can be expressed through force
· Some argue that force is an indicator that power has failed
Must power be exercised deliberately?
· Bertrand Russell: power is “the production of intended results: the unforeseen effects of our influence cannot be called power”
· Polsby, “who benefits? ... is a different question from who governs?”
Is power a good thing?
· Some argue that it’s use dependent
· Power used to productively transform can be good
· Power used to harm others can be bad
· Liberals  typically see exercise of power as undesirable 
· Involves the imposition of someone’s will -> lost autonomy
Can we eliminate power?
· Thinkers: Habermas, Lukes, Marcuse – power needs to be kept in check because it is illegitimately used
· Foucault – power is unavoidable
· Best you can do -> change focus and implementation of power
Power and Theories of the State

Steven Lukes -> identifies 3 faces of power
· A has power over B to the extent that he can get B to do something that B would not otherwise do
· Pluralists argue that although certain groups might exercise power, no single group will dominate all power
· Exercise of power is observable
· Criticisms:
· Pluralist understanding of power misses 3 things
· No allowance for the fact that some issues areas are more important
· Assumption that the barriers to political participation are low
· Ignores the possibility that the most important issues are not discussed by everyone (power of elite groups)
· Power is also exercised in less obvious ways -> dominant elite keeps issues that might threaten its position off of public agenda
· first two faces of power make the assumption that the political actors are aware of their own interests
· Lukes -> he also exercises power over him by influencing, shaping or determining his very wants
· Argues that powerful groups prevent potential opponents from understanding where their interest lie
· Criticisms:
· Very difficult to empirically verify
· Rests on the idea that people have real interest which can be distinguished from the ones the express
· Closely related to the Marxist idea of “false consciousness”
· States: the ruling class can distort the thought process of the labouring masses to the extent that they actually come to approve of the system which exploits them
· This third face of power implies that there can be a difference between perceived interest and actual interest 
· Some dominated groups may only appear to accept the dominant world view while promoting a counter culture of their own
Marxism and Power
· “The ideas of the ruling class are in every epoch the ruling ideas”
· Gramsci develops the concept of “Hegemony”
· Ex. Hegemonic idea that money is sacred
· Those in power do not only determine what is legal and illegal, they also determine what is normal and abnormal
· Marcuse argues that the so called benign or beneficial state actually acts against the interest of its citizens
Why does the ruling class continue to rule? (three main explanations)
· Similar social and educational backgrounds of state and economic elites
· Business as a particularly powerful interest group
· Attention should not be on the way decisions are made, but on outcomes
· Marxists argue that the ruling class will only make concessions to the subordinate class for two reasons
· To benefit itself (to benefit ruling class)
· To prevent social unrest 
· Ex. We work 5 days, 8 hours instead of the original 6 days 12 hours (concession)
· Question: if you have a ruling class that is constantly making concessions is it still a ruling class?




