Politics 100
Chapter 1

Typology of States
Night-Watchman State
1. Minimal role – army + policeman
1. Liberal / new right thinkers
1. Min interference / max freedom
Developmental State
1. Govt and private business partner concentrate on economic growth / social and economic equality
Liberal Democracy
1. Free and fair elections, suffrage, personal liberty, etc
1. Canada, US, India
Illiberal Democracy
1. Elections, but little protection for rights of liberties
1. Opposition parties are at a distinct disadvantage – media controlled by state
Authoritarian State
1. No fair elections, rulers unaccountable for citizens, 1/3 of the world’s population lives in this state
1. China, Saudi Arabia
Totalitarian States
1. Extreme interventionist state – nothing is private
1. First emerges in the 20th century – along with rise of mass communication
1. Nazi Germany, Stalinist USSR, Maoist China
How States Operate
Pluralism
1. Classical Pluralism – Dahl (1963)
1. Interest Groups


Marxism
· State is controlled by economic elite
· Classes are based on material status 
· Capitalism is divided into the bourgeoisie and the proletariat
·  There are no classes – everyone owns everything
· Emancipation is not possible through reform -> need revolution
New Right Theory of the State
· Advocated by liberal free market thinkers
· Argues that the state tends to overstep its bounds for two reasons
· Overpromising benefits to secure votes
· Expansion of bureaucracy in own benefit
· See’s pluralists off in two counts
· State is not neutral – own interest (doesn’t work for interest of majority)
· Competing interests =/ equilibrium, but legislative paralysis
Empirical Dimensions of the State
· Each of the approaches can be challenged on empirical grounds
· How well do they reflect on the reality of any given political system
How Should the State be Organized?
· Pluralism – can be seen as overemphasizing difference in society / undervaluing public interest
· Elitist pluralism – dismissing the importance of participation
Social Contract Theory
· Origins in 17th Century liberal thinkers 
· Hobbes, Locke, Roussseau
· Operate about the idea of the individual – separate from surroundings
· Humans are self interested by nature
· All agree that life w/o state will result in turmoil
· Individuals will come together to decide what kind of society they want to live in
· Note: Hobbes is more pessimistic than Locke
· Hobbes believes that in human nature we have the right to do everything
· Because we can do everything we do nothing (defence obsessed)
· Role of the state: take this power to do everything away (sovereign takes it) and replace it with security
· Locke: believes that the state is in place to protect our natural rights (settle disputes)
Feminist Critiques of Social Contract Theory
· Wollstonecroft argues that liberty is impossible w/o equality
· Women do not receive same treatment as men – less lawful protection
· Tickner argues – view of human nature by Roussseau, Locke, and Hobbes is narrow and male centric
Utilitarianism
· Jeremy Bentham (1748 – 1832)
· Greatest happiness for greatest number
· State must be accountable to citizens
· Collective goals
· Criticized for ignoring minority rights
Liberalism and Communitarianism
· Liberalism calls for a neutral,  pluralistic state
· Communitarianism sees the state as uniting the society atound a common set of values
· Understands individuals to be the product of the context from which the emerged
General Will
· State is judged by how well it upholds the non selfish will of its people
Critiques of Marxism
· Marxism sees the state as an obstacle to human freedom that must be overcome
· Others sees this as poorly over optimistic
· Impose equality means suppress differences
Finish this chapter!!
