Theme #4 
Thomas Hobbs
Kant mentioned that the mind structure is not as how the Egyptians perceived it to be, in fact our minds are gridded that prevent us from seeing how things truly and really is, it is a universal grid that is common in all human of the earth, this allows us to build community based on the grid. 
He is thinking about the similarity of the common species of human being. It essentially disapproves Aristotelian theoretical knowledge because it contradicts the real which is saying that real does not exist he says that the Aristotelian theoretical knowledge is impossible, it doesn’t mean that theoretical knowledge doesn’t exist, but this exist in the form of productive knowledge. He is eliminating the Aristotle theoretical knowledge, while fusing the productive and practical knowledge. 
If you really wish to understand the western intellectuality, you will see Aristotle’s 3 blocks of knowledge. It became so important, so important that it became common sense in the western philosophical realm. His philosophy ended in the renascence however because new philosophers came along and they came into conclusion that there is no reality . one of the ways that they backed up the argument is that unless order is created by human there will be no order.
HOWEVER, Aristotle says that there is natural order to begin with, it is divine, while Hobbs and Machiavelli says it has to be created, this is the “door-opener” for tyranny. Because a person who creates order has to be in power, this gives great room for tyrants, however, human creation is arbitrary. This caused people to lose the sense of truth, leading for people to be managed even in democracies. In the old order, it has to be made to cater human exigencies, in the new order no such a thing because order don’t really exist.
Which leads to the easy critique of ; “if you don’t know it , how do you know it exist.” Kant said ,(the knowing process) I believe in a natural order, I believe in god and the divine knowledge, but we cannot know it, because what the mind can receive is gridded by the structure of the mind. (the fishnet example)
The net is like the model of the mind of the artist, it is given to us born us human beings, this universal net is used by everyone to read the evidence which isn’t necessarily reality, it is imperial evidence that sticks to the “net”  once you have organized these evidence you have got a theory this concludes the kantilian knowing process.
“The eclipse of reality” 
The natural order isn’t automatic, its existence is not meant to control or suppress you. There is a human morality that is build in the natural order. And we know this morality is for our benefit. 


Natural Law
· The university in the beginning had the potentiality to reveal itself
· Consciousness is not primitive, it has evolved in humans through materials
· Consciousness emerges over matter, consisted of ions.
· Natural law is not a law in the matter in which we believe.
· When believed as a law we are inclined to think we can “pass” that law.
· We cannot pass it, and that is part of our identity.
· Natural law is not instinctual, because we may disobey it.
· It is a product of our intellectuality.
· Pierre De Chardon everything was matter, and matter changed and evolved itself, produced other matter, and produced other planets, somewhere along the line, consciousness emerged (may have been the first consciousness)
· Aware of surroundings in a way that consciousness is unaware of

POLI 206: Plato and Aristotle

Plato – The Republic
· Student of Socrates
· Honored his professor that he essentially wrote up what his teacher claimed throughout his lifetime
· However, Socrates wrote nothing, so we are unaware of his accuracy 
· We know of Socrates because of Plato
· Socrates is depicted as a Sophist- from Asia minor
· Sophists are teachers of Athenians and how to represent themselves in the Ecclesia, a lawyer
· Plato does not see Socrates as a sophists at all, he sees him as the father of Greek philosophy
· Socrates is concerned with the truth, moral, proper, decent – we know this due to Plato
· We are aware of how Socrates died from Plato (he was at odds with the citizenry of Athens)
· Came into conflict with citizens of Athens, those who were handing themselves to the sophists of training
· Speaking the truth and fulfilling the truth as well
· Fooling all the Greek gods – gods should not act foolishly 
1. Corrupting young people 
2. Advocating that Athenians abandoned the divinities that they worship
3. The divine wisdom 
· Set of higher expectations
· There is a tension between politics and the truth (it lasts until today)
· Philosophy is always about the truth, and politics is about convention, habit, etc.
· Defines his god as the divine sophist
												



Tuesday, October 28th, 2014
Plato and Socrates Continued…

· The death of Socrates lead to a conflict between a philosophical theology and politics
· Living by a standard that is less than ought to be living by 
· According to Socrates: The divine sophes its not a concept or an idea, it is an experience.
· Aristotle makes a more abstract ideology: as if it were captured this experience in a language, and is not as experiential as it used to be. You cannot force the self to reveal itself.
Aristotle uses a classification process with theoretical knowledge, however, Socrates was simply aware of it existence.
· Philosophy at its best, is the discussion of the moving away from the experiential to the conceptual 

The Republic by Plato
· Up until the 19th century the Republic was called the: concerning justice “Dezusticia”
· Socrates is said by Plato to have been invited by the port city, the Pereas, to come an witness the introduction of a new goddess, Bednis, who was a Tracean goddess.
· They took their native goddess and brought her to the port city, and Socrates goes to the port city to see the festivities associated with this new goddess.
· He spend the afternoon there, and intends to return to the city of Athens. On his way back, the servant of a wealthy man, Khephilis, the servant stops to Socrates and says, “My master would like you to come and eat with us” and he responds, “ I must go back to Athens”.
· The servant says “using force I must bring you back with me if you do not follow”. 
· (1) Socrates who represents philosophy is asked, by using force to return to the port city with the master and his servant.
· (2) When a Greek city state held festivities in honor of Gods or goddesses, ambassadors would send an envoy to a 
· Khephilis is a city father
· Socrates represent philosophy, and that justice is what ever the strong man claims it to be
· Is justice what the strong man says it is, or is it what is right?
· Empirically there is no doubt that justice tends to be what the strong man says it is
· As humans, we are aware of what is morally permissible and what is not 
· When it is a question of morals, we know what is fair and what seems appropriate


Socrates visiting the Pereas  
· Pereas – the port city of Athens 
· In the days of plato, the Pereas was a separate city from Athens
· The foreigners lived in the Pereas, many were Phoenicians
· Socrates goes to the Pereas because they were introducing a new goddess
· Goddess: Bendes, we know of this because this goddess was introduced around this time.
· Cephalous: is the ship owner
· Theoren 
· Philosophy is at odds with politics because philosophy is about the truth and politics is about getting things done, they are not concerned with the truth, they are concerned with conventions
· They don't have interest in the truth
· Find : Strauss
· Politics and philosophy are hostile with one an other 
· Socrates is supporting philosophy
· Socrates as a result of discussion “what is justice?” he asks Cephalous: he replies “justice is about paying your debts and doing the right thing”
· Polimarcus and Adeametus are the sons of Cephalous

Socrates to Polimarcus
· Socrates to Polimarcus: “Doing nice things for your friends and getting the better to your enemies” 
· This is something a warrior would say
· Who are your friends or your enemies?
· Polimarcus recognizes that he is over his head with this discussion and bows out of this discussion and allows his brother to take over this discussion

Socrates to Adametus
· Adamatus realizes that Socrates is talking about the psyche, and is wondering how it plays itself out
· Adametus is much more moderate with his views
· What is justice?  (According to Tracinicous )
· He is a relativist 
· If the stronger person says this is right or wrong, he is always right 
· He is correct however not morally correct
· Confrontation is present here with political realism and moral realism

End of Book One
Socrates says he is frightened/ shocked when TracinTicous advances his case. He is wondering whether he is facing a mad man.

Begin of Book Two
· Begin to discuss the psyche: soul, mind, spirit.
· Discussing the psyche with Socrates
· Is there a way in which we can see the psyche under a microscope?
· In its individuality, it is difficult to see (psyche)
· How do we make the psyche larger?
· The psyche is a city written large
· Until the 19th century, the republic was named: desusticia
· In this enlarged view of the psyche: mercenary, bravery, wisdom
· One of these orientations predominates in each of us
· As we may exhibit all three however, we discover that the person, who is more often brave, has less wisdom, and maybe no mercenary at all.
· This book is in fact not about politics it is about psychology
·  Sophists: make the strong case appear strong, and the weak case to be strong
· The strong man may come down on injustice unintentionally 
· It is not the moral truth, it is an empirical truth
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· Philosophy is not just a subject, it is the search for the real or for theoretical knowledge
· Plato is almost an individual who elevates philosophy that is beyond the city state knowledge
· Discussion of justice
· Conception of divinity, and what is justice
· According to old man: paying debts and doing what is right
· Polimarcus: justice is doing nice things for your friends and socking it to your enemies
· Its much more common to meet someone who is demented than to meet a normal person, they are much more present than we imagine
· Everything up until now has been a dialogue, which becomes a monologue
· People from this time are people like us, this is a story that is a fable coming from the ti
· This thing you are talking about is present in all of us is there a way to make it more obvious so we can all get a sense of what it is about (Psyche)
· Socrates replies: yes
· The psyche exists within the city and has components within the city
· The city is the psyche in large
· Psychic tendencies, some people are more tempered than others, those that don't get moved easily by rumor, story telling, lies, etc.
· Socrates is a naïve/intelligent/moral person, who has a deep inner life, he knows that if there is to be civility and peace/decency amongst us, must be found in this moral reservoir that exists within the person
· His inner life is not only his, but also theirs
· Tracinicus is truth telling and empirical 
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Ideology 
· Ideological thinking: is to give a general understanding of ideology 
· Ideology makes appearance in late 18th century, 1790’s, by French scholar writing to napoleon
· Declare to napoleon that he came up with a new science, and is looking for a name ot identify this and comes up with ideologie by: Destutt de Tracy
· The ancient world is concerned with getting things right 
· What is justice to Polimarcus? Justice is doing nice things to your friends and socking it to your enemies.
· What is important is to understand Plato because you need to get a feel for the characters, and imagine them in your lifestyle
· Tracinicus is a go getter, the kind of person who is somewhat of a lawyer, bending the law to a certain extent, and get the characteristics to be “competitive’’
· Justice is whatever the powerful people say it is
· Tracinicis is describing the real, but not the real in a moral sense, but in the practice in which he finds himself, which is a bit shameful, but it is true.
Socrates
· Socrates then is speaking a different language, suggests to act in a morally correct way, because then society will improve and be ameliorated by your presence
· This is a very different way of thinking from the old man and his son
· He believes and wonders: how do we advance from this moment?
· There is always need be and room for improvement
· Socrates sense of justice is one that is nascent, he never gives a definition, he simply reworks other senses of justice and teases out of them. After the Tracinicus scene, there is a bit of a let down
· The ring of gyges, can you condemn someone for behaving in a manner that is questionable when they have such a ring?
· With this ring can do wtv they want, and someone does not know its them because they are invisible
· Wouldn't you be inclined to do something if you were invisible
· Is justice such a thing that you are rewarded from your fellow civilians?
· Or something that you do not get awarded for but only to now that you were just?
· The social pariah is the one who gets charged with something they have not done
· This does occur even today. People go to jail for something they did not do (based on the society around them)
· Socrates would rather be the one not guilty, because this shows that the society is corrupt.
· Socrates is raising a number of important questions however, with a correct and moral response
· Tracinis responds to whatever is at your advantage
· The idea of FADS
· Gullible does not mean the person is tempered, he/she is the raw material of a fad
· Guardians are both male and women
· They are encourages to procreate with one another, and according to Socrates the children produced from the guardians are brought into a collectivist kindergarten, where they are taught to believe that anyone amongst the guardian can be their parents
· The guardians are also supposed to treat all guardian children like their own, not allowed to show favorites
· The only real lifestyle to live is one of the temperate people (guardian)
· Some humans are able to be temperate, those who can be violent and aggressive towards their people, territory etc.
· Erich Voghelin
· Those holding the silhouettes are the ones who are in Pythagores story
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· Morphology of the human psyche in this human dialogue
· The idea of a communistic state is misguided because he sets up before us an argument that is disaccord with us. This dialogue is a contradiction in its terms.
· Karl Popper – philosopher of science who wrote a two volume study entitled “the enemies

Aristotle’s Knowledge
· Episteme: the platonic analogue of theoretical knowledge. 
· Opinion: what you have when you’re not in contact with reality but you have an opinion on it. 
· Clearer on his knowledge ideology than Plato’s
· The Allegory of the Cave by: Plato
	- In this cave there are people sitting on a bench can speak to one another but 	 	  cannot see one another; there is some kind of a barrier between them. 
	- They are prisoners on this bench and they are facing the back wall, somewhat 	     	   like a theatre. Behind them is a fire, and people are behind the fire with 	 	   silhouette images. The fire casts a shadow on the cave wall. They believe that 	 	   these shadows are in fact real and this is occurring in the cave wall. They 	  	   disagree with what these images are. Looking at things in a political way. 
	- One day a prisoner releases himself and sees that there is a fire with people 	 	  holding silhouettes, he realizes that now he is in the real and thinks that the 	 	  shadows are in fact real. 
	-Then walking towards the people he sees that there is a door in the cave behind 	  	  the people and puppeteers. What will he see when he looks outside the door?
	- Can’t go outside the cave because once you leave you cannot come back. You 	  	   may look but not leave because one may get caught from someone outside.
	-Goes back to inform the others about what he sees: “you’d be shocked to know 	 	  that the shadows are not even real, the real is outside the cave”
	-They do not believe him and think he is fooling them
	- The truth is outside
· Read the Republic and the Allegory of the Cave
· The outside is the real 
· The truth and the real are elusive, it doesn't always become visible to everyone, it actually hides from the great majority of us.
· There are people amongst us who do see deeply
· Theoretical knowledge places you with the real
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Diagram 
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Explaining Second Realities

· The left column describes mentality/religion before 1750 and the right column describes the following years
· Before 1750 people believed that reaching heaven was unachievable, only through death was that possible.
· We have transformed the division of heaven and earth into heaven ON earth; we can achieve this through progress. 
· Examples of heaven on earth: would be Communism, Nazism, this means there is one leader to achieve perfection for everyone, the leaders have replaced God to achieve perfection.
· We now a days don't know that were religious in a different way
· We still believe in an eminent utopia, its putting man into. Man has taken the place of god, we can make the change that god used to.
· Second realities are all the realities that we create in the second column.

· After 1750 there isn’t a heaven anymore it’s called a “utopian future”.
· Resistance would be not wanting to go into the utopian future
· Heaven is very much a physical reality
· As we move further along the line towards progress (those who make it possible to realize that heaven on earth exists)
· It would be easier to live on the left side than on the right 
· Did we abandon religion? Or did we transform? Modernization is not a religion, it is simply what we believe in currently, and that is what is causing us to believe that heaven on earth is achievable through progress.

· Capitalism is an example of the future being a 
· Capitalism – there is in our future an ideal order and not certain of when its going to arrive, but can see that progress is taking place in the natural sciences, and various spheres of life, people are wealthier than they were, therefore these are signs that the utopia is coming.
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Tinder Chapter 1 and 2
· Necessity vs. Leisure
· Constitutions- how people change from one constitution to another
· What is estrangement? Or what is alienation 
· It is not an idea or a concept, it is a feeling that we experience as long as were conscious
· That feeling of yearning, wanting something to complete us
· Can alienation be eliminated through reliance on reason?
· The mid 1700’s a number of thinkers come alone to suggest that people are in fact alienated 
· Alienation can be addressed and can be overcome
· Tinder asks: do we need religious faith to manage our alienation?
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