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POLI 206: Education vs. Training

In our society today, education is not valued as much as much as training.  Universities have greatly transformed in a way that it is no longer recognizable from the 1960’s. They seek a different goal in their students (aiming to instill skills rather than educating).
 
· Education is certainly not a phenomenon as it used to be, training has now replaced it.
· In living a life of hardship and making a sacrifice that there is not a great reward. Education does not 
· Government is universal, every society has a government, however not every society has politics.
· Chinese civilization and Egypt has government, but no politics.
· Ancient Athens practiced politics (to fight Sparta, or to not), by consulting the people of Athens. This is where the ideology of politics began.

· In our society today, due to the large population, it difficult to consult our people, causing politic illiteracy.
· Therefore, our population is “managed”.
· Leaders in our economy is looking for workers, therefore not looking for education, but for those who want to undergo training.

Education, Training, Leisure, and Work
· Leisure: an equivalency of laziness
· Work: serious

Distinction

(A) Things exist by necessity: there are 3 things that we cannot live without and cannot be political about. Also animals cannot live without these necessities.

1. We have to feed ourselves
2. Procreation (impossible to abolish)
3. Shelter 
· Only after these necessities do we have time for leisure.
· Training is perhaps necessary

(B) Things that exist gratuitously.

1. Sports
2. Religion (Aristotle: we distinguish ourselves from the animals, because animals do not have a religion)
· Education is perhaps a luxury.
· When we are in a position to do free ourselves of the realm of normality in society. 
· Politics is gratuitous. Government is not.




	Necessity
	Gratuitous

	Training
	Education

	Work
	Leisure


 



· An education is important because it fosters a personhood. It gives you the authority to be analytical about a certain subject, and to have your own opinion on things.
· Training or a tech does not give you substance, and does not make you an authority is whatever it is you have studied. 
· The objective of an education is not to memorize, but to understand. Whereas, the objective of training is to memorize. 
· The person, who “incarnates” a discipline, is one who embodies and let it fuse with your way of being. To simply UNDERSTAND that discipline. 
(Example: pianist).
· Once you incarnate a discipline it is impossible to forget about it.
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Continuation: Education VS. Training
 
· Leisure = Politics in Athens
· Leisure is everything you are doing that is not necessary for your survival.
· Study of politics is assessing the world that were living in, also criticizing 
· Government is universal, something that exists in every society, not politics however.
· Bureaucracies manage large populations and do not consult.
· Athenian City-State: The size of the territory is way to large
· Tyranny’s in a nomadic society is rare.

POLI 206: Cosmocentric VS. Anthropocentric

1. Ancient Egypt
2. Mesopotamia
3. Judea
4. Greece
5. Now why is this important?

We are a species of a homo sapiens, and before us there were Neanderthals.
Homo Sapiens have become founders of very ancient civilizations: China (7000 years), and Egypt (5000 years).

Anthropologists have discovered two phases of modern man/ modern human being:

1) Cosmocentric

Definition: Centered on the cosmos.
Difficult to describe, because us, moderns have never experienced it.
Language of a cosmo centric is different from anthropocentric.
Speaking this language in a way that is should not be spoken is in fact very difficult.

A civilization, where there are no persons, but there are individuals. Individuals who look like us, and are very much like us, and have everything like us except our consciousness. Interiority is absent in these individuals. 

Cosmocentric is the founding of interiority. We are not just members are the tribe, some of whom can be abolished or dismissed. We are deserving of respect.

They can easily say, “WE”, but cannot say “I”. They are not conscious of the “I”. 
An Analogy: Similar to insect colonies, such as: ants and bees, where everything is done for the colonies.

They are valuable to the extent that he is in order with the cosmic order, if not, there is something wrong and should be reprogrammed so to say.

Mesopotamia is an example of a cosmo centric civilization. There is NOONE known from the Mesopotamian civilization, EXCEPT a person who leaves this civilization, Abraham. Even so, he is less than the “Cosmos”. Only after Abraham left the Mesopotamian civilization did he discover his “I”.

Eric Voeglin
Cornelius Loew
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Cosmo Centric Continued…

Our society is anthropocentric; therefore it is very difficult to explain what a cosmo centric society is in fact like.

Robert Snell – Read 

Cosmo centrics have no idea of self and their own body. Their body is made up of many parts. They’re limbs are known to be as separate dimensions. Nothing holds their dimensions together except their physiological existence.

There is no sense of ME.

Homer is an example of a cosmocentric character.

Nazism and Marxism – Don’t privilege the person, the person is expendable. 

We don’t know very much about those LIVING in the cosmo centric setting. We are unaware of ancient Egyptians, other than the pharaoh.

There is a concern in political theorists; modern societies claim “personhood is not great quality”.
Modern Mass society is already half-way there to become a cosmo centric.
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Cosmocentric VS. Anthropocentric Continued…

· Language of today, really speaks the language of today, but not of the 19th century etc.
· Example: Shakespeare 
· Our language grows and contracts, in ways we are unaware of and it is sub conscious.
· Languages are not fixed, an therefore our identity is not fixed either. As a language changes, we change.
· Language is contingent of social reality.

POLI 206: Government & Politics

· We live in an era that government and politics are synonymous. 
· Government is universal, every society have a government (perhaps primitive in the case of tribes). 
· Tribes all have a confederacy 
· Leadership came together, whenever they felt a tribe outside of the confederacy was threatening them.
·  The chief took decisions.
· In case of western tribes, they had 3 chiefs. 
· When on home territory, village chief was the chief.
· Hunting Chief keeps track of the animals, and prey.
· War Chief, whom took charge of the affairs.
· Situated close to water, and on clement (doesn’t get too cold in the winter).
· There is a primitive government present. 

System theory (Drawn Image on Paper)
By: David Easton
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:vincepagnotta:Desktop:Screen shot 2014-09-18 at 10.56.58 AM.png] 
In a perfect system there is no constrictions, and perfect flow.
· Gate keeper filter out the flow
· Easton believed he was developing a model for all societies on earth. From Liberal to Totalitarian societies. 
· Totalitarian societies have a flow that is filtered through ideologies.
· In a totalitarian system there are more impediments.
· Can compare any society to any other society
· However, total freeze up and perfect flow do not exist.
· System theory model can go forward and backwards in time, from Past to Modern to Future. 
· This system CANNOT be relevant to Cosmo centric society because they do not have politics, they do not speak our language, there is no person etc. Also, due to difference in consciousness.
· Easton believed he discovered the elixir to all societies. This idea is infused somewhat with modern liberalism, although he believes he is not a modern liberal.
· Aristotle’s idea that evil does not pursue the common good (good, bad, one, few, many).

	
	GOOD
	BAD

	ONE
	Kingly
	Tyranos

	FEW
	Aristocracy
	Oligarchy

	MANY
	Polity
	Democracy



· Those on the left are pursuing the good, but the good is not their private, it is a good by our virtue of being human. 
· A common good: justice, peace, stability etc.
· Aristotle speaks in terms of an anthropocentric era.
· Those in a Democracy 
· “Demo” the mob
· A polity is what our modern democracy is today
· Democracy Anarchy  Tyranny
· Tyranny converts itself into kingly rule, the rule of the Basilais.
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Politics VS Government Continued…

· There is no bureaucracy in Easton’s model.
· We do not have a direct democracy, nor do we have a citizenry. We have an inheritance of a particular territory. But in reality we are simply politically illiterate subjects. We can suppose politics to take place amongst the politically illiterate.
· Religion is not necessary for survival
· Leisure in our society is a synonym for laziness.
· There is no tolerance now
· In the ancient Athens it meant to celebrate ourselves as humans, and we are no merely animals.
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Politics VS Government Continued…

· Easton’s theory is not so much a theory as much as a model.
· Tribal society is an example of this model
· A tyranny can be compared to a liberal democracy also.
· System model far to simple and general. It does not make a distinction between politics and government. Things having to do with government overlap things having to do with politics. 
· What modern is not always good, or right
· In a modern political concept, that politics and government are synonymous. 
· In Soviet Union, unless you were somebody Stalin would not take into consideration your suggestions. 
· Liberal societies are not all alike, and differ a great deal.
· Easton allows us to see this through the conversion process, when he discusses the concept of gatekeepers. Those whom instigate the plumbing of his system’s theory. 
· Gate Keeper: It may be a bureaucrat, in the party, in the cabinet etc.; someone closes the door and claims that the issue does not need to be dealt with. 
· There are constraints, gatekeepers, in this system, and very little politics when gatekeepers are present. However, there is government. 
· You may read out those who aren’t in your contention of ideology.
· They don’t labor to unions, pressure groups, and public spirits.
· This model covers too much territory, and governmental options, and politics is one that it does not particularly favor.
· In Athens, there was no particular ideology.
· In a small population, things are much more feasible than if the population is very large. 
· Calling an election when the population is 30 million, the legacies of a piece of intricacies.
· At the Athenian Ecclesia, those who attended gained knowledge and they were not ignorant. The majority of our population is ignorant to politics.
· Politicize the society.

· Federation vs. Confederacy 
· Federation: deals with the people the same way the provincial deals with people. Federal and Provincial are equal in status. Example: Canada. 
· It interacts with the citizenry, inhabitants of a territory.
· Confederacy: does not deal with the people, but with the people in the confederations, such as the main actors, but not the citizenry. 
· Canada has a federation but calls it a confederation.

· Schumacher (Small is Beautiful) movement is an effort to foster smaller states. 
· Our enemy, our state – Nock 
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Politics VS Government continued…
· Politics tend to predominate
· French invented bureaucracy after the French revolution
· In case of Americans, they experimented with what was the arrangement of their various governments. Confederacy, the central government does not deal with the people.
· The state government was the important government to people in the colonies.
· Americans started with a confederacy, which ends up with a federacy.
· Canadians started with a federacy, which ends up with a confederacy.
· This proves that Canadians are more loosely controlled
· In comparison to Athenians we do not have politics
· Modern societies tend to be more about government and not about politics
· Within the American colonies, politics were present. 
· Politics between 1776 and 1789 in the colonies were about the same size as Athenian city-states.
· Bernes Propoganda Book


POLI 206: Ideology VS Philosophy

· Western world in France around 1798
· Before that people spoke about philosophy
· Desttut de Tracy – wrote to Napoleon about what he calls an ideology. First in French then in most European languages. 
· Not all scholars will point out the origin of the term, however will mention that it is a synonym to philosophy. 
· The key between these terms is what ancient thought and what modern thought is about.

Ancient – Greeks, Middle Ages, very early modern theory, and renaissance
· The important individual is Aristotle
· Aristotle is the Confucius of the west
· His philosophy is second nature to us, our common sense.
· Just as Confucius was the importance of China and the dominant thinker of China.
· He is our common sense, he has become us
· When Aristotle began he was a surprise to his contemporaries
· In the 6th book of the Nicomachean ethics.
· Aristotle tells us that there are three kinds of knowledge: they differ from one another.
· One man does not have one and not the other two
· We all have three types of knowledge. 

Aristotle Knowledge
1. Theory Knowledge (Theoria) – Greek word (Theos –GOD), the kind of theory God has, but men may have it also. It is the knowledge of “what is as it really and truly is existing in the world that is independent (unaffected) of our thought process”. Trying to get to know the other in its otherness. Objective. The knowledge is not altered, or changed. Scientific Knowledge is in fact this way. We try to know the other in its otherness (as it really and truly is). There is nothing you can do to force this otherness to speak to you. Prepare your mind to receive it when the other speaks. 
2. Productive Knowledge – Knowledge of an engineer oppose to a scientist. Scientist wants to know the other in its otherness. And the engineer wants to seek the world within their mind. Opposite of theoretical knowledge. The theorist wants to know the real, however the real is beyond him. Needs to wait for the real to communicate itself. 
3. Practical Knowledge
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· Natural philosophers – a person who is searching for a contact with the real 
· Most natural scientists we encounter are 2nd or 3rd rank
· However, that does not make it insignificant
· Big Bang theory etc. scientist is known as a 1st ranked scientist.
· If enough time is spent with a subject and you’ve learnt how it functions, that is when you’ve fully understood.

Theoretical Knowledge – Discovery.
You cannot oblige or force it to take place, wait and attend to. Will never say, “It is what I saw in my mind” because there was nothing in his mind to begin with.

Practical Knowledge – Creation.  
In an analogy compared to artists, visualizing a picture, canvas, with the final picture on it.  Bringing something into being that would not exist if you had not produced it. Knowing what the right thing to do is under various different circumstances. There is not always one thing that is the right thing, circumstances being, from one power to the next. Aristotle would claim that practical knowledge is in fact “common sense”. Practical knowledge may be referred to as practical wisdom. Wisdom is not about predictability; it is about doing the right thing in different circumstances. There is less common sense today. It is not common sense that hurt the authorities.
· The middle ages understood what Aristotle was discussing, the three-fold decision of the knowledge process. 
· However, at the end of the middle ages, people begin to question the real. They are experiencing a lot of chaos.
· The chaos they think is that there is no order and that everything is haphazard, unpredictable, beyond their capacity to control. 
· Aristotle did not think this way; he believed that the world was orderly. In the renaissance, it is almost an intuition, that things are not orderly. 
· The only way they can relate to this chaos is by recreating it orderly.

They are abolishing theoretical and practical knowledge and load it with productive knowledge.
· All practical wisdom will be productive. It is the key to understanding modernity.
· From know on…man is engaged in creating knowledge out of this order.
· Once you begin to build order, it will all become arbitrary, there is no natural order.
· In the old context, people were trying to understand the natural order, the obligation of the human is to discern and elaborate on what is true. Always trying to remain consistent with the given. The given is NOT your enemy. 
· In the new order, it comes into the renaissance and there is no controlled order, until a human creates it. This human’s creative act is found to be essential. 
· Machiavelli goes on to recognize that inevitably with the passage of time, the rule that brought us this order, weakens his resolve to balance this order. And when this happens, this order begins to surface again; the objective is now to tame it. 
· History simply repeats it orderliness, there will be times of chaos, or order. However, don’t imagine that it will be a utopia.
· Modernity will go through one more wrinkle.
· The possibilities for the modern era are ones that will be produced by you.
· The added element by Machiavelli is that there is a modern incline in history.
· We wont live in an ideal world. 
												




Tuesday, October 7th, 2014

· Orderliness does not last in modern thinking; it eventually comes to an end.
· History ends in death for every society; you can never predict any good happening in one place and bad happening in another.
· Threat might be followed by peace and stability, or absolute chaos, however you will never know.
· In questioning yourself in what is the right thing to do, you’re saying the implications of the orderliness in human beings
· Practical knowledge gets tossed out largely because its derivative of the specifically moral content, that the theoretical knowledge has about human beings. 
· Sciences are theoretical
· When dealing with them as human beings, you are no longer studying them are others, but as other human beings.
· You are looking for a practical solution you don't want to completely toss them out, an other ness that you cannot comprehend
· Everything got transformed into productive knowledge they have merged.
· Epistemology deals with how do we know, what we know, distinguish difference between technology and science
· Ideology is the creation of a second reality
· That there is no primary order, or reality
· What if there is an order?
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· Aristotle: an attitude where you don't try to force reality to reveal itself
· Reality responds to an expectancy, once the basic work is done (the fundamentals of a discipline)
· Natural science is not technology it is theory
· Order behind the phenomenon
· Theory is an insight of reality
· Ideologists differ from scientists
· For the majority of people, they mostly do not draw the distinction between an ideologist and philosopher. They think they’re one in the same.
· Michael Polanyi – science is about the revelation of the real and not the imagination
· Possible question: The difference between the theoretical knowledge and productive knowledge 
· Philosophy is not about changing the world, it is about discovering and explaining it. This is a science
· Ideology is about art and fabricating a world, a world that does not exist but you would like it to. It is not a science. There is always an advocacy in ideology
· A philosopher does not advocate he tries to understand and describe
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