January 17th 2012
Review:
Why outline?
· Clarity
· Cohesion
· Direction

Flowchart Method
Intro: ---------
Body:  	(1) -------------------
	(2) -------------------
	(#) etc.
1) Introduction:
a. Thesis statement
What?
How?
2) Body
point
	proof
	analysis

Example: intro:
		Thesis: VGs are greater than novels
1) Immersivity
2) Agency 		(Specific examples FFX vs HP)
3) Analysis – explain that the greater ability of BGS to immerse readers/players causes greater engagement with text

Body: 	points: theory/secondary sources
1) VGs are more immersive than novels
		Proof:	-FFX realistic audio and visuals – illusions of being there
			-HP action supplied imagination
	2) Agency -> point – video games provide greater agency than the novel (theory, secondary sources, framing)
	3) Analysis – VGs provide greater choice therefore better

[bookmark: _GoBack]Daniel Defoe – Moll Flanders

· Very strong opinions, controversial for his time
· Born 1660, died 1731
· Puritan strand of the decanters – Defoe was a Presbyterian (Calvinist – predestination)
· The decentres are in control up to 1660 and Defoe’s father is involved in this and has to go underground after this (James Foe) this religious household leads one to believe Defoe was very effected by this. Peter Earl points out that Defoe in his life always chose economic advantage over religious purity, very opportunistic
· Moll’s beauty turns out to be a curse, even though she thinks she is lucky to be beautiful 
· Defoe would choose earthly rewards over heavenly rewards. Moll flanders reveals his and her obsession on money and materialist
· Daniel defoe was a member of the whig party (one of the major parties in 18th century Britain)
· Moll flanders could be atleast in part ironic, Defoe enjoys personas 
· Marriage should be based on love and affection, not social status or security – marriage as purposeful for procreation
· If genuine marriage is based on love, marriage not based on love should be invalid – the two people therefore creating adultery
· We can see this in Moll Flanders with the first brother, she believes they are in love therefore believes they are married (this doesn’t necessarily reflect defoe’s views)

Question of the day: What is a dissenter?

January 19th 2012

Moll Flanders

The fortunes and misfortunes of the Famous Moll Flanders
· Luring them in with the promise of a scandal/racy story (sexual improprieties, married to her own brother, 12 years a thief)
· Presented as a promiscuous thief
· A lot of the preface seems insincere; joking about the reasons of publishing this scandalous book – saying that publishing this will make its readers more pious (this seems insincere, because she is not really punished as she ends up a wealthy plantation owner)
· One possible reason: if you read this book you learn how criminals operate therefore arm yourself not to be exploited
· Challenge is always working out when someone is being serious/sincere or not sincere/joking

Insert WebCT quote: there is not a wicked action in any part of it…

· Conscious irony in Moll Flanders and Defoe’s irony in Flanders – a lot of scholars cannot tell when he is being sincere or not

Criminality and life as a criminal

· How bad are Moll’s actions?
· Moll tells the governess she didn’t encourage her life of crime, but truthfully the Governess was always telling her how great a thief she was and how much crime pays – she is deceiving the governess (maybe to spare her feelings) but she doesn’t claim to the reader she was lying therefore seeming unreliable
· Why does she deceive us? What is the reason?  Continuously charactering herself as worse than she really is, after her penitence and rebirth she presents herself as entirely pure and good, which is inaccurate as well

Question of the day: 	According to the preface of Moll Flanders, why is it good to read books about lewdness and crime?

· She says she feels awful for all she did, but she keeps all the money and thanks god like God had to do with it (even though she is not a good character) – she can buy her way out of servitude with the money she stole, therefore no consequence

P.254 *crucial passage* moment where she first steals: it was one Evening when being brought, as I may say, to the last Gasp. I think… (on WebCT) 

· The theft immediately tells you she was a widow for two years where she does not steal, and a few years late she doesn’t steal for a whole year (this means she lives in deplorable conditions and she chooses not to steal anyway) 
· Weird religious theologies of her praying to god for help, not wanting to be a criminal with no answer and when she is at the brink of death and chooses to steal and stealing saves her life. Therefore God ignores her and the Devil saves her?
· Even her thieving is not the worst kind of thieving, she is not stealing from the old or the blind, etc.
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Moll Flanders – and her relationship with men

Very concerned about who is the victim “who did that belong to, maybe some poor widow like me” – proves she certainly has conscience but later thefts become worse

Eventually robs a child – the child is not harmed in any way

The gentleman in bath recovers and realizes how immoral their relationship is and leaves her – we see she is very vulnerable at this point

What she wants and needs is a solely good husband – “vice always came in at the door of necessity, not at the door of inclination” this distinction something she steals from her fifth husband “[the banker] maintain’d her very well, yet she run away from him with a Linnen-Draper’s Apprentice, robb’d him of what she could come at, and continued to live from him still, so that, Madam, says he, she is a whore not by necessity, which is the common bait of your sex, but by inclination, and for the sake of the Vice”

Tells us she is making a living as a quilter, she has found the honest work she is looking for – yet she keeps on stealing even after this
To marry one man and not the other one – this got worst – whoredom: moll agrees marriage should be based on love
Moll is first seduced by the older brother – it is important, there are hints of prostitution as he gives her a lot of money, therefore forsaking her virtue and her value 72-81 older brother bullying her into marrying the younger brother – this is irony as she would never be cruel enough to leave him, but he wants nothing more than to get rid of her, she truly believes they are married

She feels if she marries the younger brother than she will have to admit to having been his mistress
She had a good self-image, but now he’s asking her to devalue herself  - this moment ties in to her having to reconsider herself completely


A novel is…
Samuel Johnson “A small tale, generally of love”
Henry fielding “a comic epic in prose”
Robert Louis Stevenson “the art of fictitious narrative in prose”
F.M. Warren “a ficticious narrative which contains a plot”

NOVEL definition on WebCT

Is moll flanders realistic? If it is they would be questioning whether it is?

	In conclusion, novels can have many advantages over even the greatest of short stories like Edgar Allen Poe’s The Tell-Tale Heart.  By comparing this short story to  novels like Ulysses, ______, and Lolita we can see  the great benefits that stem from the novels length such as developed plot, realistic round characters, and reader involvement. While it may not be readable in one evening, a good novel will keep a reader interested for an unrestrained amount of time. James Joyce, Vladimir Nabokov, and ________ use the novel form to 

Essay 2: alternate question
As a narrator Moll is very critical of her younger self. Assuming that Moll is unduly critical of her younger self, how can we explain Moll’s unbalanced self-image?

February 9th 2012

Essay question relating to Frankenstein:

On his death bed, Victor says “in a fit of enthusiastic madness I created a … to ensure his happiness and wellbeing.”
Is Victor right to see himself as madly emotional, and his creation as a rational creature? If Victor is wrong with these understandings, how can we explain these misunderstandings? Alternately, if Victor is right what do his rationality and the creature’s irrationally what does it appeal of Mary Shelley’s view of romanticism?

Today we’ll talk about realism: down to earth, noticing details
· Comparing novel and romance (list on webct) what we find is a lot of these traits are saying novels are more realistic than romances
· Romances follow the rules of resemblance (characteristic of the romance, meaning “plausible” – readers expect the King to be heroic, so Kings are heroic)
· Novelists claim to be writing realistic books – life as it is, realistic
· Realism: literary movement of the 19th century: Balzac, Elliott
· Realism – is not just about being realistic (3 meanings: realism – feature of the text or painting – a mode of writing, a set of techniques – literary or cultural movement)

Realism compared to Romanticism

-pinnacle of realism
-in 1830  romanticism is a fashionable mode of writing, the realists will react against that – realism is not concerned with idealization, with rendering things when they are beautiful when they are not…. (on webct)
-Victor Frankenstein as an example of idealizing – so enthusiastic at the beginning, first enthusiasm of success,
-Romanticist writers look back and admire 16th century writing
-Gothic novel: story of terror and suspense usually set in 
-realism react against romanticism idealization: the idea that perfection does or can exist
-Frankenstein, not so romanticist because he is a technophile, romanticism has a connection with nature
 -Sublime as a large part of the reverence for the natural world
-Sublime: as an intellectual quality in art and literature – sublimaty came connote a surpassing of excellence – a work that is perfect in each and every way is considered sublime, with a concept of genius
- romanticist drawn to the sublime, tend to ignore ordinary topics

-two definitions of realism:
1) Realism as a technique – pay particular attention to exact documentation and getting the facts right
-both these definitions contrast realism to romanticism, 
-as realists they don’t want to embellish the world by highlighting the assets and ignoring the flaws
-not to say of course that romanticists had no interest in details, but romanticists were perhaps more interested in the poet’s experience of the landscape, of the emotion the landscape provokes – this would be the focus of the poem
-realists aren’t looking at man’s place in the universe, or man’s relationship to god (the primary concern should be man in society – political questions economic questions)



