Ethics lecture 1
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy
Philosophy: Logic, Metaphysics, epistemology, philosophy of mind, moral/political philosophy
“Software” – is the framework of concepts through which we understand the world
“Ought” – moral philosophy – systematizing, defend, and recommend concepts of rights and wrong behaviour/conduct
Moral philosophy
1. Meta-ethics – what is morality?
2. Normative ethics – standards of right and wrong behaviour/conduct
3. Applied ethics – specific controversial issues
Meta-ethics
Where do our ethical principles come from?
1. Human conventions – morality is a social construction, evolving over time – “this-worldly”
2. “other-worldly” – religion, God, eternal law – absolute – moral objectivity
Moral psychology – “why be moral?”
1. Empathy – role-taking
2. We are social animals – fitting into society
3. Security – self-interest, self-preservation
4. Religion  avoid punishment
5. Dignity
6. Praise
Self-Interest – egoism
· Hobbes leviathan
Emotion
· Emotivism
· “it is good to give to charity”
· Expressing personal feelings of approval
· Prescribing this action to others
· Kant – moral reason exists
· Regardless of what you feel, you can’t always give reasons for why an action is justified or not
Lecture 3							Jan 23, 2015
· Kant – Section 1
· Starts with this idea of the good will
· Good will  Duty  Moral Law
· Good will – the highest/supreme good
· Supreme good can be related to a religious state – there is an idea of a higher good that we must seek 
· Good will – having a good motive – question of intentions – the reason for acting morally
· Someone who has a good will is good unconditionally
· Other goods have conditional value  talents, gifts of fortune, happiness (can result from actions that are evil) – these things have instrumental value (used as a means to something else)
· You have talents but these talents must be informed by good will
· Someone who Is well motivated will use their talents well
· 4 cardinal virtues
· Justice
· Wisdom/prudence
· Temperance
· Courage
· Humans have capacity for reason
· He is addressing a potential critique 
· Reason can Direct our actions
· We are different from animals because we don’t follow instincts
· We can give ourselves a moral law through which we realize our freedom
· The pursuit of the arts and sciences through reasons leads to more misery than good
· How does morality work?
· Acting from duty
· Actions in conflict with duty
· Action that conforms with duty, but done for another purpose/reason (self-interested)
· Action that conforms with duty, but for which there is an inclination to do the action
· Action done solely from duty
· Example used – the shopkeeper
· Never overcharges customers because that conflicts with his/her duty
· Shop keeper has a self-interested reason
· He is doing something in conformity with duty but also has a reason to do it
Lecture 4							Jan 27th, 2015
· The distinguishing between doing something because we are inclined to do it or because the law requires it (because its right)
· He moves from the idea of a good will to the concept that includes the idea of a good will
· Look at an example of good will from the concept of duty
· The concept of duty includes concept of good will
· The concept of good will implies that there does not necessarily have to have a good will
· Having a good will under certain limitations
· Example: someone being depressed but still does his/her duty
· Good will where you act only from duty
· The shopkeeper who doesn’t over charge his clients is doing something that abides to duty
· The shopkeeper does not have any immediate inclination to do that
· There is no immediate inclination to be good to his clients, but it is business and the shopkeeper wants to make money
· The shopkeeper performs this duty because he is impelled to do so by another inclination: self-interest/prudence
· The shopkeeper acts in conformity with duty, but not from an immediate inclination, but rather from another kind of inclination, self-interest.
· immediate inclination is apparent from 3 examples:
· self-preservation
· sympathy
· self-love
· self-preservation – I have a duty to so
· I want (have an immediate inclination) to do so 
· It is the right thing to do and we want to do it
· Kant is saying that it is a duty to preserve lives and not a want
· Purely rational – you now see the moral worth
· Preserving one’s life even in sorrow, deserves moral esteem as an action done from duty alone
· Sympathy
· Beneficence
· Doing good to other from duty versus doing good to other from the immediate inclination of sympathy
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Formula of universal law – categorical imperative
· Have laws that create morality among us
· 
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· We do not act merely on desire – the desire must have an end to base the desire off of
· The desire must give rise to an end
· Reason = faculty of principles
· Practical reason = we derive actions from principles
· Set an end  reason dictates (certain actions)  secured end
· Once you set an end you will always follow through if you have a perfect will
· Humans can be diverted due to weakness of will or other inclinations 
· That shows the imperfection of human will
· A bachelor (subject) is an unmarried (predicate) man
· Because the predicate is contained in the subject
· Set myself an end  actions to secure it follow analytically are practically good
· Hypothetical imperatives which determine actions as a means to securing the end
· Technical imperatives
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· Once the end is decided on  the means/plans/actions to achieve it follow analytically (Hypothetical imperative) 
· Normative constraints on my will
· Conditional imperative  the action does not depend  on any conditional end that I have  they command absolutely  they follow from the concept of the will of a rational being  synthetic  a prior, practical propositions
· Categorical imperative  maxim conforming to universal law
· Formula of universal law
· Formula of the law of nature (FLN)
· Formula of humanity as an end in itself (FH)
· Formula of autonomy
· Perfect/strict duties  one must follow them
· Imperfect/broad duties  it is good to follow them – one ought to
· To ourselves, to others
· 1. Suicide
· 2. 
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Midterm section 2 up to page 45
· Subjective desire  incentive
· H.i. – the maxim are conditional with the end  they depend on the end that is set
· C.i. – categorical = unconditional – principles that are universal & independent of the end I set  FUL/FLN  testing the permissibility of maxims  incomplete
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Formula of autonomy  I am the source of the law
