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American Literature Class Notes

Kate Chopin
-father Irish immigrant who provided wealth for his family and education for his children

-father died when she was young and was raised by her grandmother

-never aligned herself politically, but her family supporters of confederacy

-fiction characterized by female protagonists

-concerned with regional behaviour, culture and dialects

-writing arose for earning a living in order to support her family

-influenced by Moupassant and his realism

-“By You Folk”

-The Storm published after her death

At the ‘Cadian Ball
Pg 428: “Bobinot, that big…”


-even though he loves Calixta and he knows that she’ll be there, he refuses to go because he 
knows that she doesn’t like him

Pg 429: “why could he…”


-writing somewhat like a Harlequin romance and characterized by uneasiness ( she wrote very 
quickly


“but in the…”


“that was what…”


-wants to be there so that Alcee can’t get her affections

Pg 430: “he would have…”


-Alcee = the aristocratic hero driven by his passions


-Alcee was in the mood for anything socially unacceptable


-looking for trouble

Pg 433: “you know, last…”


-something happened between them that shouldn’t have, has ruined her reputation


“they saw Bobinot…”


-Calixta is more indifferent towards his advances

Pg 434: “how come…”


-use of ghastly = why? (didn’t answer; said it was a POTENTIAL SITE PASSAGE FOR EXAM)

Pg 435: “I don’t want…”


“I thought…”

The Storm
Pg 435: “the leaves were…”


-father and son talk as equals


-jump from perspectives with each chapter

Pg 436: “Calixta, at home…”


-beans; she’s warm ( suggestive of the affair that is about to happen


Storm( affair is an inevitability; a cause of nature


“they were in…”

-moving towards the bedroom


-bedroom = untouchable, almost like the alter of a church


“let us hope…”


“the contact…”


-assuring that no one will know


“if she was…”

Pg 438: “she was a…”


-birthright = naturalness of pleasure


“the rain was…”


-no guilty feelings

Pg 439: “Alcee Labailleire…”


-it has improved their relationship, he feels more tender towards her


“as for Clarisse…”

Desirees’ Baby
Pg 439: “as the day…”

-unsure of her ancestry


“it was no…”


-passion as a force of nature(prairie fires, avalanches


“young Aubigny…”


“yes, the child…”


-dad hasn’t noticed change in baby’s looks

Pg 441: “what Desiree…”


“Desiree awoke…”


“satan seemed…”


“look at our…”

Pg 442: “look at my hand…”


“she disappeared…”

Pg 443: “the last thing…”

Gilman
-there is no female mind. The brain is not an organ of sex. As well speak of a female liver. – Women and Economics (1899)

-story after Gilman went into depression after having her first child

-was herself consigned to her room for a rest period (no intellectual activity, etc)

The Yellow Wall-Paper
Pg 508: “it was very seldom…”


-popular because of its similarity with Poe


“John laughs…”


-stuck on his ways, inflexibility and unwilling to take her testimony of her well-being into account

Pg 509: “I get unreasonably…”


“he is very careful…”


“so we took…”


-room used to restrain someone in the past (bars on the windows) and was not a nursery as she 
thought



“one of those…”


-inventive, descriptive power of the yellow wallpaper


-disassociated from her own personality


“no wonder…”

Pg 510: “it is fortunate…”

Pg 511: “there comes John’s…”


“this wallpaper…”


-mystery to be solved

Pg 513: “it is like a…”

Pg 515: “I have watched…”


-sense of propriety of the mystery of the woman

Pg 519: “then he said…”


-Jane = the wife


-wallpaper (imprisoned by her class (only the elite could afford it)

American Literary Naturalism
-realism represented the nature of the people

-Darwinism

Crane
-known for his witty commentary and ability to write a variety of genres

The Open Boat
Pg 603: “none of them…”


-visual contrast between sky and horizon


-preoccupied with immediate environment


-characters introduced by their functions ( depersonalizes them

Pg 604: “a singular…”


-personification of the waves

Pg 607: “it would be…”


-emphasizes the situation on the brotherhood of men put in the situation


“shipwrecks are…”

Pg 609: “they then briefly…”


-cartoonish description of their plight

Pg 614: “suddenly there was…”

“the speed and power…”


“when it occurs…”

Pg 616: “she did not…”

Pg 618: “this appeared…”


“he thought…”
