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Assignment #1 (20%)
General objectives
Use artwork as a starting point
Apply concepts in regional geography
Develop a regional profile
Specific objectives
Identify, define, and outline a region
Select geographical fetures or attributes to define a region 
Prepare a map 
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Concepts of regions (Jan 20)

Place vs. Space
Place involves an emotional attachment to an area that can be either positive or negative
Space is considered emotionally empty and is meant to be used for a purpose (e.g. parking lot)
Core vs. Periphery
Terms that define the political and economic or importance/power
Core means the manufacturing or economic center
Periphery relates to the collection of raw materials 
Table 14 of textbook: Basic characteristic of a Core and Periphery
It can vary over time. In Canada the traditional core is the Great Lakes region but is shifting towards the west
Modernization and Dependency theory
Theories that relate
Heartland vs. Hinterland 
Terms that relate core and periphery ideas to a relationship between each other
Harold Innis’ “Staple Thesis”
Heartland and hinterland in Canada was developed on economies that rely on single resources.
They are dependent on each other
They are instable 
They overburden the non-renewable resources in the area
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Reading : Ch. 2
Physical variations: Favorable physical features contribute to human development in the area  
Physiographic regions: similar features, large area, shaped by geomorphic process, common geological structure
Canada’s physiographic regios: 
Cordillera
Interior Planes
Hudson Bay Lowland
Appalachean Uplands
Artic Lands
Canadian Shield
Great Lakes/St-Lawrence Lowlands
Canada’s climatic zones: 
Artic
Subartic
Praries
Pacicfic COdillera
Great Lakes/St. Lawrence Lowlands
Atlantic

Lecture: January 20th 

Concept of the “northern handicap” 
Suggests a large physical difference between Canada and US
Perception of ‘nothingness’ 
There is a southern concentration of Canada’s population
There are 6 components of physical environment
They are linked together and you can see the overlap of the different aspects in the 
Human activity is linked to the components of physical environment 
Climate 
Climate patterns are stable periods of weather 
It predicts expectations, averages and historical data
There is an association based on large water masses, topography, and nordicity
Soil and Vegetation
Related to Climate
Related to agriculture 

Lecture: Jan 22
Water, Ice and Permafrost
Glaciers
The Canadian landscape is heavily influenced by glaciers 
They sculpted valles, rivers, melted (floods)
It was called the Wisconsin glacier
It was up to 4km thick at its largest point
People coexisted with a glacial environment
Near the end of the period
Humans settled in relations to its retreat
It aided with the “migration” from Asia to Canada
Glaciers took up water from the ocean and caused lower ocean levels 
As it retreated it left floodings and seas (Champlain sea) that human settlement  is archeologically identified as interacting with
Glaciers still exist in Canada. They change the temperature of the environment because they reflect the suns heat back into the atmosphere (bc they are white) 
Glaciers continue to recede 
Canada’s water is a huge part of its landcape
It freezes every winter and causes different crossings and 
cold
Great Lakes
The great lakes are the greatest continuous mass of freshwater in the world
Drainage basins: The bodies of water that flow out of a single water source (hint: they all run in the same direction)
Drainage basins create borders as they are a physical identifier 
Permafrost
When the ground is frozen for 2+ years
40% of Canadian soil is permafrost
Agriculture is not possible
Buildings on top of permafrost will have difficulties when it melts
The ground releases gases as it melts
Its melting faster lately
Relates to : nordicity, population and agriculture
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Lecture January 22
Historical geography is the study of how history has shaped present geography
Territorial disputes define the creation of Canada’s territory 
Cultural regions follow some physical maps
People always are linked to these things
Economies involved the land resources
New France (c. 1750)/Second people
Grew and diminished
British begins to grow and then fought for space
Long-lot landscape defines French agriculture property
Fur Trade
Race to control land in West
Trade posts developed into settlements
Loyalists were the first settlers
This shaped a new fault line between French and English. It created a shift in the demography to an English-speaking (mixed European) descent
Shift in population 
Metis
Developed from a lack of female setllers
Outnumbered white settlers in Central Canada
Sometimes moved in order to place people in spaces that required occupation to block Amerian advances
“Third People”
Settlements of Western Canada in early 20th Century 
Came out of the necessity to occupy more land
From 1901-1921 population grew 400,00 to 2million from these policies
Clifford Sifton policy
The importance of occupying territory with farmers to create demand/necessity/customers for the TransCanada railway 
“Creation” of Canada
1867: dominion of Canada
Border with US was carved by cutting down 
Very zig zagged
Mapped ‘blind’ in some parts 

Reading Bone, CH.3
The First People
Approx. 30,00 years ago
Travelway between Cordillera and Laurentian ice sheets towards south
Sea based hunting techniques allowed for more northern migration
European declaration of terra nullis despite there being significant populations 
Cultural regions: Artic, Western Subartic, NW Coast, Eastern Woodlands, Plateau, Plains, Eastern Subartic
The Second People
Quebec city: 1608 & Samel de Champlain. French settlement began.
Quickly shifted in population size from more FN to more European
First wave  of British immigrants as Loyalists during the war then a secondary wave of English from the Islek. 
Third People 
Western Canada settled by eastern Europeans 
Clifford Sifton was the Minister of the Interior

Centralist/decentralist faultlines
Regioal self-interest
Regions separated by distance and competition 
Attempts to eliminate regional struggles 
Equalization
Railways
Power in QB and ON is unfair because power is shifting. Now that ON is not above the transfer payment line is it fair to have the center there? Is it abusing the growth in Western provinces?
Aboriginal/Non-Aboriginal
Historic treaties
Land
French/English Faultline
Quebec Act of 1774
Loyalists (to English)
Constitution Act 1791
Act of Union in 1841
Strained relationships
Red River Rebellion 1869
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Northwest Reberllion 

Choosing a topic
Browse & read, narrow a topic
Make sure it is geographical. Concerns of space, place, location, landscape, links between human/physical features.
Think ‘spatially’ 
Spatial information: “information about the location and arrangement of things in space”
Knowledge of places, regions
Knowledge of how to arrange geographical information
Mapping
Human and physical features
Fundamental Questions
Where is it?
Why is it there?
What is it like there?
How is this place/region different from other places/regions?
Make connections
Compare places 
Geographical scale
Global/Regional/National/Local
Mega-region vs. micro-region
De jure/de facto regions
Utility
Mapping
Maps are :a representation of geographical knowledge or human activity in a particular place”
Choose relevant information. Maps tell a story, it is creative, there are links between variables
If it can not be said in the picture you can say it in the text
It is a tool of explanation/exploration and communication
Acknowledge particularities
Assignment #1 (20%)
General objectives
Use artwork as a starting point
Apply concepts in regional geography
Develop a regional profile
Specific objectives
Identify, define, and outline a region
Select geographical fetures or attributes to define a region 
Prepare a map 

Landscapes
A portion of land or territory which the eye can comprehend in a single view
It is both the object (seen) and the image (pictorial representation)
Natural landscape vs. cultural landscape
Look at what is there and what is not there when it is being depicted
Is there more to the place than its landscape
Contemporary geographers think of landscape as a comprehensive product of human action such that every landscape is a complex repository of society 
Interpretations of what landscape consists of changes over time
General guidelines
Read guidelines carefully
Min. 1 peer reviewed article
Syntax
Word count
Artwork
Choose existing or create your own
Defining and representing a region
Location
Scale
Features and attributes
Physical, economic, political, historic, environmental, social 
Is it a formal region or a functional region
To prepare the map
You can use GIS
You can draw
Must fit on 1 page
Stare with ‘mute’ map (outline)
Use creativity and common sense
Don’t forget title, number, legend, scale, north arrow
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Canada is the second largest country geographically but the 37th in population size (medium)
Demography
The study of human population and characterists
Size, structure, place density, social factors, change, related socio-economic relations
Has a long frame that reflects human life
Interdisciplinary
What is a healthy population structure?
Ageing
Young
Stable and growing
Population distribution influences
Climate
Topography
Soil fertility
Type/quantity of natural resources
Historical factors (war, trade, planned migration)
Population zones 
‘cities’ are an unclear term and they change depending on context
usually defined by a set number when categorized 
In 2011 StatsCan defined 1000+ & 400/km2 was a city but people don’t always see these types of zones as cities
The importance of urban population 
Canada is an urban country where over 81% of the population lives in cities and towns 
The major turning point for urbanization in Canada was WW2
Employment changed and became a large manufacturing center. Women were working and farm technology allowed for less people to be living rurally 
Predictions of populations don’t always follow a predictable population increase/decrease – it is impossible to completely predict changes in viewpoints that cause most demographic shifts
Natural increase
When the # of births exceed # of death
Has decreased over time because of changes in ways of life
Other factors
Policy can affect immigration or birth rates
Economy (confidence) can provoke more people to have babies 
Demographic Transition Theory
Read p. 138-140
Mostly applies to Europe
Relates to stages of industrialization 
Population pyramids
Dispersal of population by age and gender 
Population dynamics of a generation affect their political importance
Demographic trends can be different in sub-groups eg. Aboriginal Canada has more growing youth population in comparison to rest of Canada
Aging society
Costs in infrastructure
Health 
City planning
Use of cars
Declining fertility rate
Not just biological
Industrializton
Health and quality of life
Higher levels of education
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