Chapter 1 – Concepts and Theories 

· Youth sub-culture can be perceived as threatening, with a youth’s withdrawal from society comes negative habits.
· Due to the creation and perpetuation of misrepresentations on youth, they are continued to be viewed negatively by the general public.
· Young people unite based on the factor of a common history.
· Youth can have multiple definitions (refer to lecture for Profs preference)
· Canada has a “multiphrenic” identity
· “emerging adulthood” aka “post modern youth”
· Todays preference is to define youth as a “social status” not an age range
· “social processes whereby age is socially constructed, institutionalized and controlled in historically and culturally specific ways”
· youth experience numerous “transitions” on the way to adulthood
· Contemporary Conservative Theories are rooted in Social Darwinism
· Base was built on youth moving through society based on biological factors 
· Hormonal hurricanes
· Industrialized has created need for prolonged youth.
· Youth is a stage for instilling conformity within the requirements of prevailing economic and social conditions.
· G. Stanley Hall “Storm and Stress” Theory 
· Based on biological elements
· Freud  psychoanalytic theory 
· The id, the ego and the superego
· Based on psycho sexual energies
· Erikson and Piaget believed human development was propelled by biology
· Margaret Mead “Coming of Age” based in Samoa, it contradicted Hall’s work. 
· Process of one moves through the stages to adulthood.
· Life course perspective  based on a series of processes in transition to adult life
· “risk society”  reflects the increasing uncertainty that youth will make good choices
· Structural Functionalism is therefore based on the idea youth is inherently troubled 
· Critical Theorists point to the industrialized powerlessness of youth.
· Type of age stratification theory
· Inequality in society is based on age due to specific features of the capitalist economy (youth = unemployed)
· Youth “brainwashed” for willing participants in the machinery of capitalism.
· Turning youth into secondary producers and primary consumers 
· Minorities/women & children fair the worse in the terms of earning a good wage.
· Consumer society creates stress for youths.
· Postmodernism defines their experiences and is present in their tendencies to: 1) reject reason 2)emphasize the subjectivity of the truth 3)place primary importance of experience 4)question authority
· Postmodernism reminds us globalization is a economical and cultural phenomenon. 
· Citizenship: 1)preparation for and participation for wage work 2)participation in family relationships 3)civic and political participation and 4)participation in leisure 
· Schools engage in significant political and citizenship education of youth
· Reconceptualization of citizenship as a co-operation and interdependence goes counter to the standard model of citizenship.

Conclusion

The definitions and parameters of youth categories are admitting in flux, and there is a wide array of theories attempting to interpret the lives of young people.  The key challenge is to make sense of young people’s lives admist the chaos of competing theories while doing justice to the diversity and fluidity of youth populations.  This task requires sensitivity to social change and historical factors as well as issues of diversity and inequality.  It is this mediation between the specific and the general that makes sociological analysis of youth challenging and frustrating yet exciting,   

Chapter 2 – A History of Childhood and Youth

· Diversity of immigrant population obvious in Canada  over 90 different ethnic groups
· Despite great diversity in traditional pre-colonial African societies an orderly transition into adulthood was based on gradual gender-based pathways.
· Colonialism and slavery are imbedded in our history
· At the end of WWI1 many countries fought for their own independence. 
· Slavery started in 1441 (Atlantic Slave Trade)
· 12 million mostly male Africans, forcibly left country  10-20% died travelling 
· By the late 18th century it was estimated that roughly 44,000 slaves crossed the sea annually 
· 17th century  slaves brought to work in households 
· Small black communities started popping up
· In the 1960’s there was widespread concern for Black youth 
· Even when Slavery is banned racism problem persists labeled the “Negro problem”
· Children and youths were seen to be more controllable in slave markets
· Majority between 10 and 18 years
· Slaves were often segregated into groups based on age and gender
· Ideas of racial socialization and education entered schooled (1960s)
· Time period between confederation and WW2 was characterized by the freedom of slaves in the northern United States 
· Racist practices prevailed into the 20th century and is still present in society.
· Can be found in employment and community life circumstances
· For immigrants getting into Canada was tough (absolutely healthy)
· At the arrival of Europeans to the Americas Aboriginal populations were decimated by disease. 
· Cook and Howe list at least 55 different languages present in Canada at time of European arrival 
· Young First Nations people were forced into missionary schools that destroyed there culture and free will 
· Canadian Government to this day fails to compensate for the harm these schools cost
· Social class divisions result in different life paths and social experiences (difference between middle class and working class)
· “post modern youth” children of wealthy who from a young age are fully functioning adults minus the economic resources. 
· The racial makeup of the underclass dictates the makeup of the juvenile delinquent population.
· Boys often followed in their fathers footsteps of occupational and status positions, fewer choices for women (expected to be domestic) (1980s)
· Children from the upper class had more time on their hands and therefore received an education.  
· Children under 9 were adopted, 9-18 became indentured servants upon arriving in Canada from Britain.  
· Women and children received low wages as it was believe they were not as productive as men 
· The emergence of “adolescents” in society is a direct reflection of the prolongation of youth via education 

Conclusion

It is clear from the short history of youth that a full understanding of young people’s lives is possibly only against the complexities of a past marked by different layers of inequality and oppression.  Colonialism and its by-product capitalism, along with the hierarchies based on gender and race, form a disturbing mixture in which the significance of age hierarchies is revealed.  The history of young people’s oppression and abuse is in the history of people in the US, UK, and Canada. 

Chapter 3 – Families and Socialization 
· Families are the most common site for youth to be subject to expressions and effects of power relations
· First, families as social institutions
· Second, families as direct manifestations of power and control in families based on differentials in gender and age. 
· Families are commonly seen as protecting youth but large segments of youth experience abuse within the family.
· It is becoming harder to find “typical” families, cohabitation is becoming more popular 
· Racalized categories show that majority of black children are raised in a single parent home.
· US is the leading country for childhood poverty
· Biggest factor affecting childhood poverty is lack of family support  
· Sole-parent mother-headed families are facing poverty at alarming rates
· Due to “deadbeat” dads
· Large numbers of todays youth live in non-traditional family arrangements
· Divorce/remarriage affect kids differently based on age and gender
· Generally short term
· Research on gay/lesbian couples show them to be very capable parents
· Primary (home) vs secondary (school) education
· Learning theory (process of socialization through rewards) vs social learning theory (more emphasis on how young people process information)
· Parenting styles include: 
· Authoritative
· Authoritarian
· Permissive/ indulgent
· Indifferent
· Based on control and warmth
· Parenting styles seem to vary by social class 
· Family democracy seems to be popular in today’s society
· More “modern” or “liberal” pattern of parenting
· Independence is encouraged in young boys, not girls
· Daughers are “protected” from society 
· Mothers more involved with children, Fathers limited involvement
· Racialized minority is youth is an identifiable problem
· Minority race youth’s general well-being comes from sense of social connectedness and strong sense of their cultural identity.
· Young people’s satisfaction with family life decreases with age.
· Children have socializing affects on their parents
· Transnational family arrangements stress spousal and parent-child relationships
· Leaving home for youths is significant with life-course events such as higher education, employment or marriage 
· Women leave earlier then men
· Increase in the “boomerang” affect in recent generations 
· The prolonged dependency of youth is manifested in shifts in public policy 
· Homeless youth occurs from lack of family support
· Either runaways or throwaways 
· Age of homeless youth dropping and numbers increasing
· Many are optimistic that it is just temporary 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Youth who label themselves as gay or lesbian are the highest number of youths found on the street (between 20-40% of homeless youth)
Conclusion 
Families are seen in popular culture as a safehaven from the ills and temptations of the world.  At a closer look, they both replicate the power relations of society and also have power relations of their own.  When young people get exposed to the multiple direct and indirect factors of inequalities, their lives can take a turn for a worse.  Although large segments of youth live in perfectly well-functioning families, significant numbers end up as causalities of dysfunctional family life, subject to poverty, stress, discrimination, abuse of personal authority, neglect and violence, with detrimental effects on their chances of optimum development and lower chances of making it in the world.  Some abused teens and youth end up on the streets with no home or family to call their own except for other youths on the streets.  For these youth, it would be a luxury to be a “boomerang” youth as the stigma associated with living with your parents is certainly outweighed by the stigma of living on the street.


Chapter 4 – Education 

· Socializing aspects of school include interaction between educators and students and between students. 
· Literacy combines elements of “human capital” (skills and knowledge) with “cultural capital “ (values, forms of communication and organizational patterns) and “social capital” (use of language in social relations)
· Canadian students do well on literacy testing compared to most countries
· Female youth tend to outperform males (minus math)
· Dropout rate is lower in countries where the legal school-leaving age is higher
· Dropout rates more common from general programs then from advanced ones
· Higher % of white Canadian born dropouts then immigrants and minorities
· Link between low income, and race and ethnicity  unclear which one is the more determining factor. 
· Traditionally male drop out rate is higher.
· Rising tuition fees for college/university education is a significant concern
· Due to this many students face financial struggles and mass debt
· More students working through the school year then in history
· Parental financial support is important even though many students rely on income from summer and part-time jobs
· Poverty affects women and racial minorities the most, therefore affecting there education in a negative manner 
· Schools reproduce social class
· Those with higher SES status have more access to technology giving them better chances of doing better in school
· Females have better grades and are more likely to attend post secondary education
· French immersion students preform better in reading and writing tests 
· Canadian women under-represented in grad programs and over-represented in part time studies.
· Canadian survey showed women become more aware of gender discrimination as they get older
· At a young age females assume their career plan will not pan out while most males do not consider this
· Parents attitudes and behaviours regarding gender roles affect a youth’s future decisions
· Social class and gender differences are prominent in the educational achievements of British adolescents. 
· Immigrant youth more likely to stay in school
· Black Canadian students face the highest levels of discrimination in schools
· The legacy of colonialism and racism is also evident in the education gap of Aboriginal Youths in Canada
· Family support number one predictor of educational outcomes in Canada – the US number one factor of educational outcomes are peers
· Larger negative impact of economic disadvantage on Black males rather then females
· Hidden curriculum is about pedagogy
· Schools cater to dominate class 
· Women who interrupt there studies for domestic reasons are not taken seriously 
· “chilly climate”  felt by women and visible minorities
· Charles states masculine identities are shaped through the school experience 
· Schools are systematically failing African americans 
· Racism is still hugely present in one form or another in schools today.
· The more cultural practices involved the better a visible minority excels 
· 1979  CAYG Cultural Awareness Youth Group 
· Main values in North America  individualism and competition
· Perpetuated through the education system
· Sexual Harassment a growing problems for females
· Also but less commonly experienced by males
· LGBT students have high % of being harassed 
· Harassment discourages students and directly affects grades


Conclusion

	Education is part of being young.  It is a part of our culture that adolescents should be in high school and those in there 20s in college or universities.  The expansion of the post-secondary education system in the second half of the 20th century signifies the prolongation of youth as a stage of life.  However, despite the popular imagery of happy fulfilled youth roaming the hallowed halls of universities, social class, gender, race and ethnicity continue to determine one’s access to, experience of, and success in the educational system.  Dropping out of secondary education, ending up in serious debt through post secondary education, and being excluded from school curricula are common experiences for youth who are not male or fortunate enough to have been born into well-to-do, white families.  Not only are many youth subjected to a range of overt and covert dis-criminality practices by adults as educators and administrators, but they also mirror inequalities in behaviours among themselves in their peer relationships.  The social life of the powerless in educational institutions can be unpleasant.  These institutionalized patterns of advantage and disadvantage are likely to be perpetuated as young people situate themselves in the labour markets.

Chapter 5 – Work 

· epistemological fallacy  what people think they’re going to do vs what they actually have the means for
· globally speaking youth prospects for employment look grim
· youth employment is extremely vulnerable to economic fluctuations 
· era of “McJobs”
· Young Canadians are more likely to be unemployed vs those over 25
· “status zero”  UK term for doing nothing 
· Youth labour markets are less likely to recover from economic recessions
· Inability to get work has led to youth crisis, which after long periods of problems some youth seem to give up
· Problem that there is a persistent public image that youth are lazy.
· Youth earn less then those older then them
· Tannock does not think youth are to blame but there are transitional problems from school to work 
· Youth are reliable employees according to the “McJobs”
· Employment is generally found in the service sector
· Graduates are competing for jobs in the private sector 
· Part time employment becoming more popular, less job stability
· Tannock notes that youth jobs are often subject to employee surveillance
· Many youth feel they are getting something out of lower service sector jobs
· Self esteem, confidence, and time management with school
· The inpaid internship
· Exploits youth
· Makes companies money
· Gender-typing is the workplace
· Women more likely to be found in part time work
· Young men and women are becoming increasingly equal in the workforce unlike there older counterparts
· Gender-based wages reflect the gender divisions in the youth labour market 
· Having a post secondary degree is key to workplace success
· Middle-class women take for granted they their own work patters would be those of middle-class males.
· Three types of workplace sexual harassment
· Verbal
· Non-verbal
· Physical
· Can control and exploit women in the workforce
· Immigrants often have more education coming into the country then most Canadians but it is not verified here  decline in average levels of well being
· Immigrants then experience poverty, poor health and poor housing conditions as a result.
· “racialization of poverty”
· Black Canadian youth believe there race directly affects them in the workplace
· Young people are often subject to poor working conditions 
· 48,000 take time off annually for work related injuries
· In 2006 97 workers between age 15-29 died
· Men more likely injured doing physical labour, women more likely to be in charge of money  assault
· Safety training provided is idealized
· Youth put in position of danger due to social standing 
· Seems to be negative impacts of mixing schooling with employment
· Stress
· The more hours worked in a week the more education performance suffered
· Did not preform as well in general testing is working during the school year
· Combining education and employment seems to suppress labour force performance
· Staying in school longer pays off as education increases one’s chance of employment 
· Many Canadian Youth find themselves underemployed in unskilled jobs offering the lowest wages and benefits
· The lack of success of unions is mirrored in the apathy and lack of awareness among youth about the benefits of unionization.
· As young people of both sexes have entered the ghettoized youth labour force, unions are changing in composition.  Nearly half of all union members in Canada are now women, compared with only one-sixth 30 years ago.

Conclusions

	Education is seen as powerful pathway towards meaningful employment.  However, the jobs and wages received by today’s emerging adults often do not match there extensive and expensive schooling.  The dramatic economic shift (the industrial revolution) has continued altering the workforce into the 21st century, leaving some segments of today’s youth in feeling vulnerable and desperate.  The employment of youth mirror their educational experiences, those from lower classes, women, and members of race and ethnic minorities are at a disadvantage as reflected in the gendered and racially divided labour market with associated wage gaps.  
