Chapter 16—Sexual Coercion
Sexual Assault
· Sexual Assault: any nonconsensual sexual activity ranging from unwanted touching, to forced oral, anal, or vaginal intercourse, to sexual violence in which the victim is wounded or maimed or his or her life is endangered or when the victim is incapable of giving consent
· Children under age 16 cannot consent
· Women with disabilities are at higher risk of being sexually assaulted 
· Sexual assault by men against women is the most common
· Men tend to misperceive women’s warmth and friendliness as sexual interest
· Sexual aggressive men believe women do not communicate honestly, especially when rejecting an advance
· Spouse Sexual Assault: sexual assault of a person by his or her current or former marital or common law spouse
· Husband might express anger in form of sexual assault, to express his dominance, he might feel she owes him sex
· [bookmark: _GoBack]High levels of distress peak 3 weeks after and continue for the next month
· Women experience self-blame, guilt, PTSD, flashbacks, nightmares, 
· Many women have habits out of fear of sexual assault even though it has never happened
· Post-Traumatic Growth: positive life changes and psychological development following exposure to trauma
· Theories for the nature of sexual assault?
· Victim-Precipitated Sexual Assault: always caused by the woman “asking for it”, tendency to blame the victim
· Psychopathology of Sex Offenders: act committed by a psychologically disturbed man, his deviance is responsible for the crime
· Feminist: sexual assault as the product of gender role socialization, reinforcing male aggression and coercion. Eroticization of violence in society. Gender inequality is the cause and the result of this. 
· Social Disorganization: crime rates increase after disruption of the social organization of a community
· Higher rate of hostility towards women in a culture, the higher the incidence of sexual coercion
· Sexual scripts teach children that men are supposed to be sexual aggressors 
· Men who are sexual aggressors were more likely to be sexually abused as a child
· Men with abusive friends were more likely to be sexually aggressive 
· Miscommunication  man and woman have totally different perspective of what happened
· Sex and power motives  sexual violence is an expression of power and dominance 
· Hyper-masculine attitudes = higher chance of sexual violence
· Sexually aggressive men vary tremendously
· Sexually aggressive men tend to be repeat offenders
· Men who commit sexual assault have following characteristics
1. Have multiple cognitions/theories supporting sexual assault, believe women are sexual objects, and dangerous and deceptive, have a sense of entitlement involving male superiority
2. More likely to have had brain injuries as a child
3. Characterized by poor inhibition and self regulation
4. Lack empathy, fail to understand suffering of the victim
5. Experience environmental triggers (ex. Being in war)
· Canadian-Caribbean women are most likely to be sexually assaulted


Chapter 16—Sexual Coercion

P ey

o ik oty s ekt et
- B s
R ——

N ———
| S



