International Relations Class Notes

Theories are simplified versions of complex reality.
Theories are subject to criticism, they can’t explain everything and are subject to debate.

We look for patterns.

International politics have to do with

Theory: A kind of simplifying device that allows you to determine which facts matter and which do not.

No one or nothing to impose on the behaviour of state.

State: Territory, Population, Government and sovereignty  

Sovereignty: Different states in the international system are independent and are able to determine their own destiny.

Idealism: 

Great debate # 3: 

Liberalism (Classical Liberalism, Realism): It doesn’t come from IR.
First Premise: At its essence human nature is good, we all have peaceable ambitions.
Second Premise: Social progress is possible
Third:  Achievable through social institutions.

Institution: Generally agreed upon way of doing things.

Liberals are looking for other ways where we can manage the anarchic realm.

States have to rely on themselves. Anarchic realm is called a self-help system.
Number one way they do that is with an army.

Liberals see states as national self-intrinsic actors.

International organizations provide states with better information, guidelines and rules to follow; it allows leaders to make better assessments with regards to rewards and losses. 

Woodrow Wilson: President of the USA at the time, he was a Poli Sci professor at Columbia university before. 

Open Diplomacy: the more open and transparent diplomacy will become the less there was a chance of these secret alliances that could lead to war.
Free Trade: the more countries trade the smaller the chances of getting into war. They will realise that there are more disadvantages then advantages politically and economically.

League of nations: failed. First reason for this is the absence of the US.
Second reason: different countries part of the league attack each other (Japan to Manchuria and Italy to Ethiopia) and the league of nations never came in the middle of the countries to try and stop the conflicts. This caused the league to lose its credibility. 

What is a democracy? 
If all states were democracy would it be true that there wouldn’t be any wars?
































MID TERM REVISION

1) Anarchy: When applied to IR, means lack of an orderer in the international system. This ‘orderer’ could be something like a world government but does not have to be as formal or powerful as that name implies. 
In international relations theory, anarchy is the concept that the world system is leaderless: there is no universal sovereign or worldwide government. There is thus no superior, coercive power that can resolve disputes, enforce law, or order the system like there is in domestic politics.

2) Sovereignty: A state is said to possess internal sovereignty when it exercises ultimate legal and political authority over a named territory. It possesses external sovereignty when other states respect its jurisdiction in these matters. Proponents of humanitarian intervention suggest that state sovereignty can and should be violated in cases of urgent need, such as crimes against humanity or genocide. 

3) State: Used to refer to two things: a bounded, populated territory and/or the body that governs that particular territory. Said to have emerged with the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648, the modern state is sovereign when it and it alone has the right to pass laws to regulate its own affairs and population. The state was held to be the main actor in international relations by many early theorists such as those writing in the Realist and Liberal traditions. Newer approaches in IRT think about the implications of global politics conducted ‘beyond’ (above, below and alongside) the state. 
A sovereign state is a nonphysical juridical entity of the international legal system that is represented by one centralized government that has supreme independent authority over a geographic area. International law defines sovereign states as having a permanent population, defined territory, one government, and the capacity to enter into relations with other sovereign states.

4) Positivism: In international relations theory, positivism refers to a school of thought, which believes that the methodologies of the natural sciences can help explain the social world. It is both a philosophy about scientific research and an epistemological approach to the study of IR. Positivists try and apply the methods and practices of the natural sciences to the social sciences. They assume we can produce objective knowledge about the world through the careful application of the scientific method of observation, reporting and testing the properties of a world external to us.

5) Methodology: In the social sciences, the procedures by which we generate knowledge. For example, research using quantitative methods interprets statistical data whereas qualitative research interprets meanings, beliefs and attitudes of subjects. In the natural sciences, rules and guidelines on how to set up experiments and interpret the data.

6) Falsification: The process of proving a theory to be flawed, for example, because a prediction generated through its application turns out to be wrong.

7) Security dilemma: Classic Realist concept whereby a state seeking to maximize its security makes other states in the international system feel less secure. Constant fear of the ‘other’ is what, for Realists, produces and reproduces patterns of global conflict over long periods of time.

8) Balance of power: This theory is the idea that national security is enhanced when military capabilities are distributed so that no one state is strong enough to dominate all others. If one state gains inordinate power, the theory predicts that it will take advantage of its strength and attack weaker neighbors thereby providing an incentive for those threatened to unite in a defensive coalition. Some realists maintain that this would be more stable as aggression would appear unattractive and would be averted if there was equilibrium of power between the rival coalitions.

9) Epistemology: Theory about how we know things and what is regarded as hard and fast knowledge in a given discipline; or the origins and legitimacy of knowledge. 

10) Collective security: is one type of coalition building strategy in which a group of nations agree not to attack each other and to defend each other against an attack from one of the others, if such an attack is made.  The principal is that "an attack against one, is an attack against all.

11) Domestic analogy is an international affairs term coined by Professor Hedley Bull. Domestic analogy is the idea that states are like a "society of individuals". The analogy makes the presumption that relations between individuals and relations between states are the same. The domestic analogy is used when aggression is explained as the international equivalent of armed robbery or murder. A person can look at international affairs like a society of people, except there is no police, and every conflict threatens the structure as a whole with collapse.

12) Power: Modern discourse generally speaks in terms of state power, indicating both economic and military power. Those states that have significant amounts of power within the international system are referred to as middle powers, regional powers, great powers, superpowers, or hyperpowers/hegemons, although there is no commonly accepted standard for what defines a powerful state. The G7, the BRIC and the G20 are seen as forum of governments that exercise varying degrees of influence within the international system.
Entities other than states can also acquire and wield power in international relations. Such entities can include multilateral international organizations, military alliance organizations like NATO, multinational corporations like Wal-Mart,[1] non-governmental organizations, the Roman Catholic Church, Al-Qaeda, or other institutions such as the Hanseatic League.
 MID TERM REVISION POINT FORM

1) Anarchy:  
· Lack of an orderer in the international system
· Anarchy is the concept that the world system is leaderless: 
· No universal sovereign or worldwide government. 
· No superior, coercive power that can resolve disputes, enforce law, or order the system like there is in domestic politics.

2) Sovereignty: 
· Internal sovereignty:  Represents the legitimate authority of a state to establish and enforce laws within their jurisdiction. 
· External sovereignty: when other states respect its jurisdiction in these matters. 
· State sovereignty can and should be violated in cases of urgent need, such as crimes against humanity or genocide. 

3) State: 
· Territory, Population, Government and sovereignty
· A populated territory and the government that governs that particular territory. 
· Emerged with the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648. 
· A sovereign state is an entity of the international legal system that is represented by one centralized government that has supreme independent authority over a geographic area. 
· International law defines sovereign states as having a permanent population, defined territory, one government, and the capacity to enter into relations with other sovereign states.

4) Positivism: 
· Methodologies of the natural sciences can help explain the social world. 
· Positivists try and apply the methods and practices of the natural sciences to the social sciences. 
· They assume we can produce objective knowledge about the world through the careful application of the scientific method of observation, reporting and testing the properties of a world external to us.







5) Methodology: 
· In the social sciences, the procedures by which we generate knowledge. 
· Research using quantitative methods interprets statistical data
· Qualitative research interprets meanings, beliefs and attitudes of subjects. 
Natural sciences, rules and guidelines on how to set up experiments and interpret the data.

6) Falsification: 
· The process of proving a theory to be flawed for example, because a prediction generated through its application turns out to be wrong.

7) Security dilemma: 
· Classic Realist concept 
· State seeking to maximize its security makes other states in the international system feel less secure. 
· Constant fear of the ‘other’ is what, for Realists, produces and reproduces patterns of global conflict over long periods of time.

8) Balance of power: 
· The idea that national security is enhanced when military capabilities are distributed so that no one state is strong enough to dominate all others. 
· If one state gains inordinate power, the theory predicts that it will take advantage of its strength and attack weaker neighbors thereby providing an incentive for those threatened to unite in a defensive coalition. 
· Some realists maintain that this would be more stable as aggression would appear unattractive and would be averted if there were equilibrium of power between the rival coalitions.

9) Epistemology: 
· Theory about how we know things and what is regarded as hard and fast knowledge in a given discipline; or the origins and legitimacy of knowledge. 

10) Collective security: 
· Type of coalition building strategy.
· Group of nations agree not to attack each other and to defend each other against an attack from one of the others, if such an attack is made.  
· The principal is that "an attack against one is an attack against all.






11) Domestic analogy 
· International affairs term coined by Professor Hedley Bull.
· The idea that states are like a "society of individuals". 
· The analogy makes the presumption that relations between individuals and relations between states are the same. 
· The domestic analogy is used when aggression is explained as the international equivalent of armed robbery or murder. 
· A person can look at international affairs like a society of people, except there is no police, and every conflict threatens the structure as a whole with collapse.

12) Power: 
· Generally speaks in terms of state power, indicating both economic and military power. 
· Those states that have significant amounts of power within the international system are referred to as middle powers, regional powers, great powers, superpowers, or hyperpowers/hegemons 
· -The G7, the BRIC and the G20 are seen as forums of government that exercise varying degrees of influence within the international system. 
· Entities other than states can also acquire and wield power in international relations. 
· Such entities can include multilateral international organizations, military alliance organizations like NATO, multinational corporations like Wal-Mart,[1] non-governmental organizations, the Roman Catholic Church, Al-Qaeda, or other institutions such as the Hanseatic League.










Democratic peace theory is a theory, which posits that democracies are hesitant to engage in armed conflict with other identified democracies. In contrast to theories explaining war engagement, it is a "theory of peace" outlining motives that dissuade state-sponsored violence.
Among proponents of the Democratic Peace Theory, several factors are held as motivating peace between liberal states:
· Democratic leaders are forced to accept culpability for war losses to a voting public;
· Publicly accountable statesmen are more inclined to establish diplomatic institutions for resolving international tensions;
· Democracies are less inclined to view countries with adjacent policy and governing doctrine as hostile;
· Democracies tend to possess greater public wealth than other states, and therefore avoid war to preserve infrastructure and resources.
Those who dispute this theory often do so on grounds that it conflates correlation with causation, and that the academic definitions of 'democracy' and 'war' can be manipulated so as to manufacture an artificial trend.
1) Structural explanation

• Elections (leaders fear that they will be replaced if they lose a war)
• Individual freedoms magnifies the importance of public opinion and elections
• Separation of power between the three branches of the state (executive, legislative and judiciary). 

2) Normative explanation
• In their foreign relations, nations will try to follow the same norms of conflict that characterize their domestic political processes.
• They expect decision-makers in other nations to do the same.
• When democracies face each other, they expect the other side to resolve disputes through diplomatic means (negotiations).
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