Poli Sci 2002

Women and Politics:

Feminism: think about it as a term in its broadest sense identified with various social movements working to end the subordination of women. 

*Subordination in it self is contested

Citizenship: when looking at it more substantively when can look at it as if people enjoy being a citizenship or not

We can see women haven’t enjoyed citizenship when looking throughout history

Historic Examples:

Civil, political, and social rights

Civil Rights:

-In the 1920s Canadian law recognized men as the head of household and control their wives wages and can exercise guardian over children.
-In 1922 women were prohibited to work in certain areas until 1955

Political Rights:

-Women didn’t receive the right to vote until different times and through many struggles
-Women were similarly excluded from appointments to the bar and senates

Social Rights:

-Welfare state says certain aspects of care was built in the home
-Men enjoyed social rights citizenships since they were employed but women had different relationships with it
-Excluded women from full membership in the society

In the 60’s and 70’s gender expectations are different from today
-Women if they did work would be part time and they must take care of their children (this was just society expectations but they could work full time)

Women became very active because of these restrictions and numerous groups came about around this time. 

The abortion caravan was the second social movement in the 1970s Vancouver women travelled to Ottawa and asked women to join them for rights to access abortion. Went to house of commons and office with a coffin to symbolize those women who died and chained themselves in the house of common. This strategy and action was good because they got thousands to sign a petition of support.

Royal Commission:

Incury done by the government but not legislation but they provide policy advice
The government established royal commission for women
English Canada and French Canada there was systems set up to support Royal Commission for women
Royal Commission receives 1000 submissions and makes its report in 1970s
Played important role in politics and strategy in the second movement
In the aftermath royal commissions sets up advisory council, administer responsible for the status of women etc
They focused on the issues of women earnings, disparities between the pay of women and men, and equal pay

Online reading:

The distinction is between formal office vs more grass roots activism 
Public life in terms of women that actually sat in seats of government
Small pea activism or large pea


Documentary:

Status Quo: The unfinished business of women

Royal commission in the status of women was important for women

Women who are beaten have support groups
The system makes women feel like they’re the victims
Violence against women is undermined 
It keeps all women in their place because we make sure to be careful not walk around late, give ourselves restriction, etc.
Violence against of Aborigional women is at a high
United Nation talked about missing and murdered aborigionl women in Canada.
Women feel like they can’t talk to their doctors about their sexual activities etc 
Two decade long struggle in Canada for rights of Abortion
Women have battle within due to people convincing them to think over their decisions society influence
Problems with the access of childcare they want it put back on the federal and provincial government 1997 new program and Quebec had something put in place nationally in 2004. Provincial and territorial parts 
Give people choice for child care
Exploitation of women’s labour they become complicit in the exploitation of the domestic workers. 
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