SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS
Final Exam Prep 2/6 Questions

Sociology: “The systematic study of human society and social interaction” Sociologists study human societies and their social interactions in order to develop theories of how behavior is shaped by group life and how, on the other hand, group life is affected by individuals
· Goal is to be as value free as possible 
· The sociologist attempts to discover patterns or commonalities in human behaviour
· He/she searches for multiple causes and effects of social issues
· The relationships between humans and the social organizations they inhabit
· The interactions between humans and their social environment
· The study of human societies using empirical investigation and critical analysis

Society: large social grouping that shares the same geographical territory & is subject to the same political authority & dominant cultural expectations. Ex: Canada 


The Sociological Imagination
· Defined as: “...the ability to see the relationship between individual experiences and the larger society”.
· C. Wright Mills

Examples Using the Sociological Imagination: 

> Emile Durkhiem: related suicide to lack of cohesiveness in society 
> Personal trouble: When a person commits suicide, there are likely personal and private reasons for it (poor self esteem, hatred of oneself and the like) 
       > Public issue: Suicide may also be a result of a variety of social reasons: lack of social cohesiveness; the negative impact that Europeans have had on Aboriginal peoples; poor education and economic bases

Auguste Comte (1798-1857) Popularized the term sociology and considered the founder & believed that societies contained:
· Social Statics – forces for social order and stability
· Social Dynamics – forces for conflict and change
· Natural science applied to society
· Positivism: belief that the world can be best understood through scientific inquiry – objective, biased free, knowledge is obtainable only through use of science rather than religion. 





MONTPELLIER: 3 stages of social development 

· Theological phase precedes the enlightenment, blind belief, gods and spirits >supernatural!!! Ex: kinship
· Metaphysical phase involved the justification of universal rights as being on a higher plane than the authority of any human ruler to countermand. Not god, > but reason, stages of investigation, that reveal ‘truth’.
 Explanations based on abstract philosophical speculation ex: state/law/military 
· Positive phase: people could find solutions to social problems and bring them into force despite the will of God. Science started to answer questions
 Explanations based on systematic observation, experimentation, comparison, & historical analysis. 


Karl Marx (1818-1883)
· Believed that history is a continuous clash between conflicting ideas
· Conflict (especially class conflict) was necessary in order to produce social change and a better society
· Class conflict: the struggle between capitalist class and the working class
· Bourgeoisie: Comprises those who own and control the means of production (capitalist class)
· Means of production: refer to the tools, land, factories, and money for investment that form the economic basis of a society.
·  Proletariat: Comprises those who must sell their labour because they have no other means of livelihood (working class)
· Capitalist economic system made poverty
· Capitalist class controls and exploits the masses of struggling workers by paying them less than the value of their labour. 
· The results in workers Alienation: a feeling of powerlessness and estrangement from other people and from oneself
· Marx predicted that the workers would become aware of its exploitation and overthrow the capitalists, creating a free and classless society
· Critic: Too much emphasis on class relations – excluded issues of race/ethnicity

Max Weber  (1864-1920)
· Agreed w/ Marx to an extent 
· Emphasized cultural and political factors as key influences on economic development and individual behavior.
· Economic systems as one but not the only source of change
· Evaluated role of the Protestant reformation in producing a social climate where capitalism could exist & flourish 
· Famous “Protestant Ethic and Spirit of Capitalism” (future lecture)
· Value free sociology: research should be conducted in a scientific manner and should exclude the researcher’s personal values and economic interests
· Realized that sociologists could not be totally value free, so they should employ Versthen – (“understand” or “insight”) to gain the ability to see the world as others see it
· Famous for his study of bureaucracies and religion
· Rational bureaucracy – rather than class struggle was the most significant factor in determining social relations among people in industrial societies. 
Max Weber

· Stressed the need to delimit the object of sociological study
· The search for knowledge is subject to our preconditions
· Researchers must strive to achieve objectivity 
· Sociologists should not limit their research to social structure, but also include economics, history.

· The Protestant belief system (especially Calvinism) encouraged people to embrace change.
· Catholic belief – accumulation of material objects was a sign of greed and discontent
· Protestants – denounced greed but encouraged hard work, saving money and investing money.


Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)
· Believed that people are a product of the social environment and behaviour cannot be fully understood by biological or psychological traits
· Societies are built of social facts – patterned ways of acting, thinking, and feeling that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person
· Social facts can be defined as patterns of behaviour that are capable of exercising some coercive power upon individuals. They are guides and controls of conduct and are external to the individual in the form of norms, mores, and folkways.
· Observed that rapid social change and a more specialized division of labour produced strains in society 
· Durkheim set up the first European department of sociology at the University of Bordeaux in 1895
· Early focus on religion & Society

· Believed that rapid social change produced strains in society and this would lead to the breakdown in traditional organizations, values and authority and would increase Anomie - a condition when social control becomes ineffective as a result of the loss of shared values and a sense of purpose in society

· Advocate of the scientific approach to examining social facts
· He was the first to publish a statistical study: he explored the relationship between anomic social conditions and suicide.
· Durkheim, likewise, applied a theoretical interpretation
· He linked suicide with religious affiliation
· Founding figure of the functionalist theoretical tradition 
· Critic: emphasis on problem of order obscures subjective meaning that individuals give to social phenomena 



Microsociology 
Focuses on the individual social agency. Examines the nature of everyday human social interactions and agency on a small scale
(Vs.)
Macrosociology 
Emphasizes the analysis of entire social systems & populations on a large scale, at the level of social structure

· Theory: a set of logically interrelated statements that attempts to describe, explain, and (occasionally) predict social events 
· Perspective: an overall approach to or viewpoint on some subject, drawing on a theory and other constructs and viewpoints.


Symbolic Interactionism Perspectives
· Attempt to examine people’s day-to-day interactions and their behaviour in groups.
· People continue to negotiate their social realities
· Values and norms are not independent realities that automatically determine their behaviour
· Each person has a subjective interpretation of a given situation (subjective reality)
· Symbolic Representations

Goffman and Interactionism
· Dramaturgical analysis, multiple acts in multiple contexts from multiple actors
· Social order is constructed through meanings embodied in interaction.
· Front back stage 
Cultural/bodily signals form behavioural patterns out of chaos (where to look, queue, stand, stare, act, and think?

Postmodern Perspectives

· Attempts to explain social life in modern societies that are characterized by post-industrialization, consumerism, & global communication. 
Postmodernity: describe a historical era subsequent to modernity – which began w/ enlightenment and ended in the mid 19th century, emerged after WWII – reflected a belief that some nations were entering a period of post-industrialization. 


· Key theory: that a Eurocentric lens conditions our view of all cultures and that the culture of our age produces a social world that is not real, but simulated
· Need to speak of “cultures” not culture

Lyotard: postmodern involves a rejection of the grand narratives – break/crisis in status knowledge in western societies 

Central political motivations of PM is to demonstrate how power works through issues of race, class, gender sexuality, age, and ability to question dominant narrative structures these differences. 


Characteristics of Postmodern societies:
· Rise of consumer society
· Information explosion
· Post-industrial society
· Global village image
Refers to cultural products: art, movies etc. 

Used to describe socities characterized by an info explosion/economy in which large #s of ppl either provide or apply info/employed service jobs 

Baudrillard: “hyper reality” distinguish bet the real and those that simulate the real 

SUICIDE: web cruelty 


Feminist Perspectives
· There is no single unified approach.
· Many different “feminisms” (Liberal, radical, socialist, etc.)
· Focus on the significance of gender in understanding & explaining inequalities that exist bet. women & men in the household, in the paid labour force, & in realms of politics, law, & culture. 
· Society reinforces social expectations via social learning – what we learn is a social product of the political/economic structure of society 
· But all approaches share the same belief… that women and men are equal and should be equally valued
· Focus on patriarchy: a hierarchical system of power in which males possess greater economic and social privilege than females
· Women’s subordination can end only after the patriarchal system of male dominance is replaced w/ a more egalitarian system 
· Gender roles are socially created and this limits our human potential

SUICIDE:
Suicide viewed as a masculine behaviour & attempted suicide = feminine or that for women, suicide is an expression of a sense of powerlessness in a male dominated society. 

Conflict Perspectives
· Assumption: groups in society are engaged in a continuous power struggle for control of scarce resources
· George Simmel (class conflict – more common in industrial so cities – linked to individualism as opposed to concern for group membership in organizations.

· Max Weber + Darhen Dorf: recognized the importance of economics but also stressed power and prestige 
· Power: the ability of a person within a social relationship to carry out his or her own will despite resistance
· Prestige: a positive or negative social estimation of honour
SUICIDE: social class – low levels of income/education & financial uncertainty associated w/ unemployment are known risk factors associated w. suicide among contain youth. 

Dahren Dorf: power-critical in explaining human behaviour – the advantaged group that possesses authority attempts to preserve the status quo
· Social class: low levels of income/education & financial uncertainty associated w/ unemployment are known risk factors associated w/ Canadian youth 


· MARX – see above 

Functionalism
· Assumption that society is a stable orderly system 
· Characterized by > societal consensus: whereby majority of members share a common set of values, beliefs, and behavioural expectations
· Society is composed of interrelated parts, each serve a function/ideally contribute to the overall stability of society
· Society: living/evolving organism – social institutions exists to help societies survive. If anything happens to 1 part – all other parts are affected 
· As the name sounds, functionalism describes the function of practices, beliefs, and artifacts. The functional view of culture lays down the principle that in every type of civilization, every custom, material object, idea and belief fulfills some vital function, has some task to accomplish.
· Functionalism addresses society as a whole in terms of the function of its constituent elements; namely norms, customs, traditions, and institutions
· Characterized by societal consensus
· Society is composed of interrelated parts, each serve a function/ideally contribute to the overall stability of society 

EX PARSONS & MERTON:
1st> to survive – all societies must make provisions for meeting social needs (div of labour bet. husband & wife is essential for family stability & social order) 
2nd > Distinguished bet latent & manifest functions

Manifest – openly stated & intended goals: i.e.: school = place to acquire knowledge and an education

Latent: unintended functions that can remain hidden or unacknowledged.  i.e.: school = place that serves as practice for the real world in terms of authority and social structure. Social networking. 

SUICIDE: rapid social change – linked w/ suicide 
· Durkheim argued that suicide rates are a reflection of a society’s degree of social solidarity: state of having shared values and beliefs among members of a social group
· Thus ppl most likely to kill themselves when social solidarity is either too weak or strong
· 4 categories of suicide. 1) Egoistic suicide: occurs among ppl isolated from any social group ex: singles etc. 2) Altruistic suicide: ppl excessively integrated in society ex: defeated soldier 3) Anomic suicide: results from lack of shared values or purpose & from absence of social regulation. 4) Fatalistic suicide: excessive regulation/oppressive discipline ex: slave suicide. 
· Today: ab communities have high suicide rates – social breakdown via assimilation and loss of culture = anomic suicides. 


Symbolic Interactionist Perspectives
Based on micro-level analysis – focus is on small groups rather than large scale social structures
· Views society as the sum of interactions of individuals & groups & the part symbols play in giving meaning to human communication

Symbol: anything that meaningful represents something else 
Ex: signs, gestures, written language, & shared values 

Subjective reality: acquired & shared through agreed upon symbols – esp. language. 

SUICIDE: Focus is on the micro level analysis of person’s face-to-face interactions w/ others & roles ppl play in society. 


DURKHEIM
[image: ]
Goals:
· Establish sociology as an academic discipline.
· To analyze how societies maintain integrity and coherence in the industrial age.
· To uncover and analyze the existence of social realities outside the individual.
· ‘To ensure that sociology is a legitimate science, it must have an object that is clear and distinct from philosophy or psychology, and its own methodology’.
· According to Durkheim, the desires and self-interests of human beings can only be held in check by forces that originate outside of the individual.
· Durkheim characterizes this external force as a collective conscience, a common social bond that is expressed by the ideas, values, norms, beliefs, and ideologies of a culture.


Collective Conscience: Mechanical****
Mechanical solidarity occurs in early societies in which there is not much division of labor. Such societies are relatively homogenous, men and women engage in similar tasks and daily activities, people have similar experiences. In such societies the few distinct institutions express similar values and norms and tend to reinforce one another.
· By engaging in the same activities and rituals, people in traditional societies shared common moral values, which Durkheim called a collective conscience. In these societies, people tend to regard themselves as members of a group; the collective conscience embraces individual awareness, and there is little sense of personal options.


Collective Conscience: Organic****
Organic solidarity develops as a by-product of the division of labor. As society becomes more complex, individuals play more specialized roles and become ever more dissimilar in their social experiences, material interests, values, and beliefs.

· The growth of individualism is an inevitable result of the increasing division of labor, and this individualism can only develop at the expense of the common values, morality, beliefs, and normative rules of society—the sentiments and beliefs that are held by all.
· Individuals in such a sociocultural system have less in common; however, they must become more dependent upon each other for their survival ex: ambulance etc. – more dependent on society at large – the government 
· With the loosening of these common rules and values we also lose our sense of community, or identity with the group. The social bond is thereby weakened and social values and beliefs no longer provide us with coherent or insistent moral guidance.
· And this loosening lends itself to anomie. Again, according to Durkheim, if an individual lacks any sense of social restraint her self-interest will be unleashed; she will seek to satisfy her own appetites with little thought on the possible effect her action will have on others
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Material Culture:
The things that we make
· Extractive policies 
· Material practices stem from distant past 
· The material culture we have spans the globe: soc. want to look
· Sometimes it doesn’t work – Le Grand Menhir Brise – point – from the very beginning of society – the first real acts of commonality = communal structural acts. Ppl marking the land – it’s a material act. It shattered on erection.
· Humans as social beings strive to mark the land 

First real evidence of communal culture: Stonehenge, Cerne Giant etc.

What part does culture play in shaping ppl & soc relations? 
How do the various soc perspectives view culture?

Components of Culture
· All cultures have common nonmaterial cultural components
· Symbols, language (ultimate), values, norms, folkways, mores, & laws

Make distinction bet. material culture & non-material culture. 

Material:
Artifacts – all the physical or tangible creations that members of a society make, use and share. 

Non material:
Abstract or intangible human creations of society that influence ppls beh
· central component of non material culture = beliefs (norms/mores etc)



Manifest & Latent Functions
Manifest: utilitarian object, ex: tools cut – hammer 
Latent: tool technology – est. craft specialization guilds etc.  ex: school – prevent sickness, better career opportunities 

Culture: the knowledge, values, customs, and material objects that are passed from person to person and from one generation to the next in a human group or society. 
· Dynamic
· Socially transmitted
· Intergenerational

Society: a large grouping that occupies the same geographic territory and is subject to the same political authority and dominant cultural expectations

· Society & culture – very much intertwined

E.B. Tyler 1871
Defines culture as that complex who that include knowledge, belief, art, law, morals, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society
· distinguish for many species – are ability to use symbols and give them meaning

Another definition of Culture: 
· Tool kit of symbols, stories, rituals, & world views, which ppl may use in varying configurations to solve different kinds of problems = functionalist perspective
· Shared Ideals, values, and beliefs that ppl use to interpret experience and generate beg and that are reflected in their beh. 

Malinowski (functionalist view)
· Describes culture as a functional apparatus – culture is an apparatus used as coping device used to smooth path of communication and solve problems 
· System of objects (weapons, tools), activities (play, music), and that attitudes in which every part exist to a means to an end (this is the functional part)
· 
Cultural Universals
Customs and practices that occur across all societies.
- Appearance (hairstyles, activities (sports), dancing, games), social institutions (family, legal systems), and customary practices (cooking, folklore, gift giving, and hospitality)

Comparative Perspective
· In order to make insights into a variety of cultural aspects 
· Employs data regarding beg and beliefs in many societies to document cultural universals and cultural identity
· We compare and contrast cultures around the world to find insights into culture. 

Culture Shock
Disorientation that ppl feel when they encounter cultures radically different from their own
· Napoleon Changnon to the Yanamamo ppl 
· Revels the central location of ourselves as cultural beings

Cultural Evolution
One dominant theme = cultural evolution
· Herbert Spencer and Lewis Morgan 
· Ethnocentric – other cultures understood compared to our culture – what we saw in the 19th century – that ppl such as listed above – believed in a progressive perspective – that all cultures went through these phases: savagery, barbarism, and civilization 
· This unilateral progression – these cultures strived to reach the civilized state – had serious implications – discredited 

Sir Thomas Galton
· Eugenics (narrated it w/ Darwin’s beliefs)
· Popular in 1920s 30s, mass sterilizations (loose women) 
· Wrong to interfere in natural disasters – bc its natural evo
· Cultural evolution associated w/ races
· The elite or individual cultures – mental, emotional, intellectual, moral evolution. 

Ethnocentrism
Tendency to regard one’s own culture and group as the standard and thus superior. Where as al the groups as inferior
· (+) Ethnocentrism: the school song, the pledge to flag
· (-) Ethnocentrism: thinking one’s groups is superior – Arian race 

Cultural Relativity
Behs and customs of any culture must be viewed and analyzed by the culture’s own standard problems:
· May violate human rights, e.g. female circumcision. 

Language: set of symbols that express ideas and enable ppl to think and communicate w/ one another. Kinds=
Verbal:
Non-verbal:

Symbols 
· Ex: the colour white = purity or for dark morning in Muslim world – symbolism here is different 
· They are different among various culture 
· Paralanguage: bodily movements

Sapir Whorf Hypothesis
· 1930s, the language that humans speak governs their view of reality and determines their perception of the world. What they mean – you can never understand the world the way a non-English speaker does
· Critic = linguistic determinism 
· Ex: Apache research – how does your language create a separate reality – ex: the word waterfall in English (very functional – water falls) – the apache word for this (translates: soft rock adjacent to hard rock adjacent to water – super long word)
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Society—the principle of association—comes first, he argued, and ‘since
it infinitely surpasses the individual in time as well as in space, it is in a
position to impose upon him [sic] wavs of acting and thinking’ (p. 102).





b ey 4 s

S T ol iy bt S

iy o b b e, o RS
., .
H e g bt P e g

Sy e il ot s e e e & it

[O——

Pt W o o e e e
o e B e s i e o

T eA——————
At i ot
e st
e
e b b s g i iy
e et o e e o e




